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Abstract 
 
This thesis examines aspects of estate improvement on the Egremont estates in Sussex, 
Yorkshire and Australia between 1770 and 1860. Using the Petworth House Archives and 
others, it documents large-VFDOH LPSURYHPHQW SURMHFWV LQFOXGLQJ :LOOLDP 6PLWK¶V ZRUN LQ
mineral SURVSHFWLQJ LQ:HVW<RUNVKLUHDQG&RORQHO :\QGKDP¶V ODQGVSHFXODWLRQ LQ 6RXWK
Australia. The third Earl of Egremont (1751-1837) himself has received some biographical 
attention, but this has concentrated to a great extent on his patronage of the arts. This thesis 
therefore documents a number of important matters for the first time, in particular the 
detailed work of the middle layer of personnel involved in estate management and 
improvement.  (SLVRGHVRI µIDLOXUH¶ LQHVWDWH LPSURYHPHQWDUHDOVR UHYHDOLQJ in this study. 
This thesis FRQWULEXWHVWRGHEDWHVUHJDUGLQJWKHQDWXUHRI µLPSURYHPHQW¶ LQWKLVSHULRGDQG
most particularly, to understandings of the developing rural professions and to scholarship 
regarding professionalisation; interpreting key episodes LQWKHDUFKLYHXWLOLVLQJDµODQGVFDSH¶
DSSURDFK ,W XVHV WKH FRQFHSW RI DQ µHVWDWH ODQGVFDSH¶ WR GUDZ WRJHWKHU WKH GLVSHUVHG
Egremont estates in order to better understand the management structures of these estates, 
and how they relate to the home estate at Petworth.  
 
The thesis examines the relationships between Lord Egremont and the various agents (in 
the widest sense) who acted on his behalf; the configuration of which agents was different 
for each of the different estates. It makes a particular contribution to ongoing debates about 
the formation of the professions in eighteenth and nineteenth-century England in suggesting 
that despite the contemporary stress on applied agricultural expertise, legal land agents 
remained more influential than has been supposed. The belated professionalisation of the 
Petworth agents and the significant differences in their roles when compared with a land 
agency firm such as Kent, Claridge and Pearce suggests that estate management was far 
more diverse than has been suggested. Egremont himself emerges from the archive as 
neither a hands-on agricultural improver nor as an uninterested and neglectful absentee. 
Instead, I suggest, he acted as co-ordinator and as an impresario amongst the men engaged 
to act on his behalf, the middle layer of developing rural professionals including agents, 
surveyors, and engineers. If the literature to date has concentrated on Egremont as patron of 
art, he emerges from this thesis as a patron of improvement.   
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CHAPTER ONE: 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Research Aims 
My research examines the management and improvement of the Egremont estates, owned 
E\ WKH UHQRZQHG DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHU *HRUJH 2)?%ULHQ:\QGKDP WKLUG Earl of Egremont 
from 1763 to 1837, and by his son Colonel George Wyndham until 1869. The Egremont 
estate was dispersed over five English counties including Sussex, Yorkshire, Cumberland, 
Somerset and Devon, as well as Ireland and, from the mid nineteenth century, Australia. 
Previously, agricultural historians havH WHQGHG WR OLPLW WKHLUDQDO\VLV WR )‘KRPH)?HVWDWHVDQG
have not examined the role of agricultural improvers (and the experts employed by them) on 
WKHLU)‘DEVHQWHH)?HVWDWHVERWKLQ%ULWDLQDQGWKHFRORQLHV0\UHVHDUFKFRQVLGHUVWKH)‘KRPH)?
estate at Petworth along with its counterparts elsewhere, mainly in Yorkshire, and has 
several aims.  
 
First, it will document, often for the first time, some highly significant and large-scale 
schemes of land improvement, most of which have been comparatively neglected in the 
literature to date. Some schemesVXFKDV:LOOLDP6PLWK)?VZRUNLQPLQHUDOSURVSHFWLQJKDYH
to the best of my knowledge never been investigated before. Others, such as the Beverley 
and Barmston drainage scheme have been touched upon by other scholars, but not using 
the material in the Petworth archives, or from the point of view of the Egremont estates as a 
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whole. Egremont himself has received some biographical attention, but this has 
concentrated to a great extent on his patronage of the arts. The thesis therefore documents 
a number of important matters for the first time, in particular the detailed work of the middle 
layer of personnel involved in estate management and improvement.  
 
Secondly, it explores the relationships between the various people (or )‘agents)? in the widest 
VHQVH WKDW LQIOXHQFHG WKH PDQDJHPHQW DQG SRWHQWLDO )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? RI WKHVH ODQGVFDSHV
7KLV LV LQ FRQWUDVW WR VWXGLHV WKDW KDYH IRFXVHG RQ WKH DGYDQFHV RI DQ )‘LPSURYLQJ)? HVWDWH
owner.1 This research contributes to debates regarding the mobility of rural professionals, 
the circulation of knowledge and networks of patronage in the developing fields of land 
agency, surveying, engineering and geology. The thesis will examine the relationships 
between the various people that influenced these landscapes, the complex connections 
between the different estate units, and, crucially; the difficulties inherent in managing such a 
dispersed patrimony. Each of the different estates operated with a different configuration of 
agents, although simplified patterns of management can be gleaned from these.  
 
The study utilises WKH FRQFHSW RI DQ )‘HVWDWH ODQGVFDSH)? WR GUDZ WRJHWKU WKH GLVSHUVHG
Egremont estates in order to better understand the management structures of these estates, 
and how they relate to the home estate at Petworth. Particularly through its study on Colonel 
:\QGKDP)?V ODQGVSHFXODWLRQ LQ$XVWUDOLDEXWDOVR LQ LWVH[DPLQDWLRQRI WKHZRUNRI:LOOLDP
                                                 
1
 '%URZQ µ5HDVVHVVLQJ WKe influence of the aristocratic improver: the example of the fifth Duke of 
Bedford (1765-¶Agricultural History Review 47, II (1999), 182-195. 
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Smith in Yorkshire, and of the Beverley and Barmston drainage, it provides case studies in 
WKHGLIILFXOWLHVIDFLQJ(JUHPRQWDQGKLVKHLUDVDEVHQWHH ODQGORUGVDOWKRXJKLQ(JUHPRQW)?V
case, an atypical and highly engaged one. (SLVRGHVRI )‘IDLOXUH)? LQHVWDWH LPSURYHPHQWare 
also particularly revealing in this study. 
 
Thirdly, the thesis considers in particular the EDUORI(JUHPRQW)?VSDWURQDJHRI ODQGDJHQWV
surveyors, engineers and agricultural advisors and attempts to identify any potential 
GHYHORSPHQWDPRQJVWODQGDJHQWVWKDWPLJKWEHFRQVLGHUHG)‘SURIHVVLRQDOLVDWLRQ)?GXULQJWKHLU
employment on the Egremont estates. Chapter seven makes a specific contribution to 
ongoing debates about the formations of professions in eighteenth and nineteenth-century 
England.  
 
7KH WKHVLV LV LQWHQGHG WR VKHG OLJKW RQ WKH FKDQJLQJ FXOWXUHV RI )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? RQ %ULWLsh 
estate landscapes during the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, with a particular 
interest in the professional networks of those who actually made these landscape changes, 
rather than their more renowned employers. As a result, it seeks to reconsider the role of 
Egremont himself, and to position him as neither a hands-on improver nor a neglectful 
absentee, but as an enthusiastic patron of improvement professionals. 
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1.2 Overview of Thesis    
Chapter two reviews the salient literature on aristocratic landowners, absenteeism, estate 
management; surveyors, engineers and land agents. It examines debates regarding the 
terms )‘improvement)?)‘ODQGVFDSH)? and )‘professionalisation)?. Chapters two and three consider 
in turn the key theoretical and methodological approaches adopted, and the sources and 
research methods employed. These include D)‘ODQGVFDSH)?DSSURDFKWRLPSURYHPHQWDVZHOO
as networks, letter writing and the circulation of knowledge, life-histories and telling stories. 
Chapter three examines the multiple archives used in this study.  
 
Chapter four introduces the Egremont estates, placing the home estate at Petworth in the 
context of the wider estate in Britain and Ireland. It gives a brief biography of the third Earl 
(1751-1837) (hereafter referreGWRDV)‘(JUHPRQW)?LQWKLVWKHVLVand his son Colonel George 
Wyndham (1787-1869). It then proceeds to examine (JUHPRQW)?VUHSXWDWLRQDVDQDJULFXOWXUDO
improver, considering his philanthropy, his correspondence with the agricultural 
commentator Arthur Young and with Sir Joseph Banks, his investment in Sussex 
navigations, and his enthusiasm for agricultural developments. 
 
Chapter five examines the home estate at Petworth to 1835. It introduces the Petworth land 
agents James Upton Tripp and William Tyler, and details the management of the home 
estate in its practical, legal, financial, social and political aspects. It examines some 
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instances of improvement, including the 1779 estate survey, changing leases, the 
conversion of a large area of parkland into Stag Park Farm (1782), the construction of an 
estate office at Petworth (1803), and the augmentation of the wider estate. It examines 
Petworth as a model farm and a site of experimentation, and as a site from which agricultural 
knowledge flowed to enthusiastic tenants in Sussex and Yorkshire. It ends with a discussion 
of estate management post 1835. 
 
Chapter six introduces the Egremont estate in Yorkshire, and concentrates on a particular 
improvement scheme on the Yorkshire estates in the East Riding: the Beverley and 
Barmston drainage (1799-1810). In contrast to the home estate improvements in chapter 
five, it provides a case study in the management of a distant project, using multiple agents 
and in relation to other competing interests in the locality. The chaSWHUH[DPLQHV(JUHPRQW)?V
UROH DQG WKH UROH RI KLV )‘DJHQWV)? in the Beverley drainage, and the political processes 
involved, including an intervention by Egremont and Arthur Young.  It considers the engineer 
:LOOLDP &KDSPDQ)?V UHSRUWV RI WKH GUDLQDJH DQGproceeds to assess the impact of the 
scheme on land use and rental values by a comparison of two estate surveys. 
 
Chapter seven considers the ill-fated investment by Colonel Wyndham in the colony of South 
Australia (1838-1864). The chapter examines the investment in Australia in the context of 
(JUHPRQW)?V HDUOLHU DVVLVWHG HPLJUDWLRQ VFKHPH WR 8SSHU &DQDGD ,W H[DPLQHV KRZ WKH
estate was established, and the role played by key figures such as the land agent, Frederick 
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Mitchell, and by particular settlers, in the management, and failure of this venture. It again 
provides a case study in the difficulties of management at a great distance and a fascinating 
H[DPSOH RI WKH H[SRUWDWLRQ RI LGHDV RI HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW DQG )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? WR %ULWLVK
colonies. 
 
Through a comparison between the two Petworth solicitor-agents Tripp and Tyler with the 
SURIHVVLRQDO ODQGDJHQF\ ILUP.HQW&ODULGJHDQG3HDUFHHPSOR\HG WRPDQDJH(JUHPRQW)?V
Yorkshire estates, chapter eight FRQVLGHUV WKH DJHQWV)? FRQWULEXWLRQ WR HVWDWH LPSURYHPHQW
and examines the validity of a thesis of professionalisation for agents, 1770-1835. It argues 
that the belated professionalisation of Egremont land agents at Petworth and the significant 
differences in their roles when compared with Kent, Claridge and Pearce suggests that 
estate management was far more diverse than has been previously suggested by 
agricultural historians.  
 
Chapter nine examines the employment of the mineral surveyor William Smith on the 
Yorkshire estates from 1803. It considers the networks of patronage at the Board of 
$JULFXOWXUH DQG WKH 5R\DO 6RFLHW\ WKDW OHG WR 6PLWK)?V HPSOR\PHQW It investigates the 
speculation in the context of coal mining in Yorkshire, and previous surveys at Spofforth by 
less renowned surveyors. It details the management of the Yorkshire trials, and considers  
6PLWK)?V SURIHVVLRQDO VWDWXV DQG UHSXWDWLRQ DQG WKHUROH DQG SRWHQWLDO LQIOXHQFH RI
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DFNQRZOHGJHG )‘H[SHUWV)? LQ WKH LPSURYHPHQW RI DEVHQWHH HVWDWHV LQ %ULWDLQ GXULQJ WKH HDUO\
nineteenth century.  
 
Chapter ten offers some conclusions on improvement and estate landscapes,  absentee 
estates, archives, patterns of estate management, professionalisation, networks   and the 
FLUFXODWLRQ RI )‘LPSURYLQJ)? LGHDV DV ZHOO DV DQ DVVHVVPHQW RI (JUHPRQW DV DQ DJULFXOWXUDO
improver.  
 
 
FIGURE 1: GLOSSARY OF KEY FIGURES IN ESTATE MANAGEMENT2 
 
LANDOWNERS (in chronological order):  
 
SECOND EARL OF EGREMONT (succ.1750-1763) Charles Wyndham, born 1710. 
Succeeded as second Earl of Egremont from his maternal uncle, the seventh duke of 
Somerset, in 1750. Appointed Secretary of State for the Southern Department in 1761 and 
played a significant role in international politics during this period.  
 
COUNTESS OF EGREMONT   Alicia Maria Wyndham, née Carpenter (1729?-1794), married 
1751 Charles, second Earl of Egremont. Alicia was made Lady of the Bedchamber in 1761. 
Her sons were George (1751-1837), Percy Charles (1757-1823), Charles William (1760-
1823), William Frederick (1763-1828), and daughters, Elizabeth Alicia Maria (1752- ), 
Frances (1755-1795) and Charlotte (1756, died young). Together with her brother-in-law 
3HUF\:\QGKDP2¶%ULHQ WKH(DUORI7KRPRQGF-1774), she retained control over the 
(JUHPRQWHVWDWHVGXULQJKHUVRQ¶VPLQRULW\-c.1772). In 1767 she married Hans Moritz, 
Count von Brühl (1736-1809).3 
                                                 
2
 7KLV ILJXUH LV D PRUH H[WHQVLYH YHUVLRQ RI WKH RULJLQDO JORVVDU\ SURGXFHG IRU 6 :HEVWHU µ(VWDWH
improvement and the professionalisation of land agents on the Egremont estates in Sussex and 
Yorkshire, 1770-¶Rural History 18 (2007), 1-24. 
3
 Hans (John) Moritz von Brühl (1736-1809), born in Wiederau Germany, son of Friedrich-Wilhelm von 
Brühl (1695-1760) and the nephew of Count Heinrich von Brühl (Prime Minister and virtual ruler of 
electoral Saxony). He was Minister of Saxony in Germany and Ambassador to England. An amateur 
astronomer, building his own observatory and writing astronomical papers, a patron of musicians and a 
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FIGURE 1 continued: GLOSSARY OF KEY FIGURES  
 
THIRD EARL OF EGREMONT (succ.1763-1837) George Wyndham, born 1751, first son of 
&KDUOHV :\QGKDP (JUHPRQW DGRSWHG WKH WLWOH µ2¶%ULHQ¶ RQ WKH GHDWK RI KLV XQFOH 3HUF\
:\QGKDP2¶%ULHQ(DUORI Thomond, in 1774. 
 
COLONEL GEORGE WYNDHAM (succ.1837-1869) Eldest son of third Earl and Miss 
Elizabeth Ilive (d. Countess of Egremont 1822), born 1787, created first Lord Leconfield 1859. 
Colonel Wyndham inherited the Egremont estates in Sussex, Ireland and Yorkshire in 1837 
and the Cumberland estates in 1860. He was succeeded by his son Henry (1830-1901) in 
1869.  
 
FOURTH EARL OF EGREMONT (succ.1837-1845) George Francis Wyndham, son of third 
(DUO¶V \RXQJHVW EURWKHU :LOOLDP )UHGHULFN :\QGKDP -1845), born 1786. Wyndham 
inherited the Egremont title and the Western estates in Somerset and Devon in 1837. On his 
death, all honours became extinct. 
 
 
PETWORTH AGENTS (in chronological order):  
THOMAS ELDER agent to the second Earl of Egremont and steward of the Wiltshire and 
Somerset estates, c.1714-1780.  
 
JAMES UPTON TRIPP (d.1801)     PETWORTH AGENT and lawyer to third Earl of 
Egremont, 1772-1801.  
 
WILLIAM TYLER (c.1764-1835)     PETWORTH AGENT and lawyer to third Earl of Egremont, 
1801-1835. 
 
CHARLES MURRAY (1768-1847)   PETWORTH AGENT and lawyer to Egremont and his 
son Colonel George Wyndham, 1835-1847. 
 
DR JAMES MARR BRYDONE (1779-1866) naval surgeon and superintendent for the 
voyages of the Petworth Emigration Committee to Canada 1834-1837. Brydone travelled to 
Ireland with Colonel Wyndham in 1838 to inspect the estates there, and from 1839 he 
organised assisted emigration from the Irish estates. He acted as accountant and later 
PETWORTH AGENT to Colonel Wyndham after Charles Murray (d.1847). 
                                                                                                                                          
talented chess player in the London Chess Club. Brühl was a keen agriculturalist, writing several times 
to the Board of Agriculture between 1797-$IWHU$OLFLD0DULD¶VGHDWKLQLWVHHPVWKDW%UKO
married again, as letters from µ0DULD&RXQWHVVGH%UKO¶DUHDGGUHVVHGWR/RUG(JUHPRQWLQDQG
PHQWLRQHGLQYRQ%UKO¶VZLOORI+HOHIW(JUHPRQWKLVµWUDQVLW LQVWUXPHQW¶DQDVWURQRPLFDOFORFN
and a telescope. WSRO, PHA 54.   
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FIGURE 1 continued: GLOSSARY OF KEY FIGURES  
 
PETWORTH CLERK AND BAILIFFS:  
JAMES CHALLEN (1779-1834) William Tyler's clerk. It seems likely that Challen would have 
succeeded Tyler as agent to the Earl of Egremont, if he had not predeceased him.  
 
JOHN HABBIN acted as bailiff on the Petworth estate between 1765 and 1801. 
 
JOHN SHERWIN and later his son Thomas Sherwin were employed as bailiffs at Petworth 
from 1791 to 1850.  
 
 
OTHER LAND AGENTS (in alphabetical order): 
HENRY CLARIDGE    YORKSHIRE AGENT 1835-1848. Son of John Claridge (see below).  
 
JOHN CLARIDGE   YORKSHIRE AGENT 1796-1835. Kent, Claridge and Pearce were a 
London firm established by the 1790s to provide professional guidance in the management 
and rationalisation of estates. Led by Nathaniel Kent (1737-1810), the firm managed several 
properties, including the Royal estates at Richmond and Windsor, and surveyed and valued 
many more. 
 
WILLIAM CLUTTON  AGENT FOR NORTHERN ESTATES (including Cumberland) from 
1848. The firm Cluttons managed these estates until the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
THOMAS CROWE   IRISH AGENT 1801-1851, son of Thomas Crowe, agent 1774-1801. 
 
FREDERICK MITCHELL  AGENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1838-1841. 
 
HENRY TRIPP    AGENT FOR WESTERN ESTATES c.1798-1835. Henry was a barrister in 
London, and the younger brother of Petworth agent James Upton Tripp.  
 
 
SURVEYORS: 
/$1&(/27 µ&$3$%,/,7<¶ %52:1 -1783) landscape gardener, worked at Petworth 
1751-1765. 
 
THOMAS BROWNE (1702-1780) land surveyor who produced maps of Yorkshire and 
southern England. 
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FIGURE 1 continued: GLOSSARY OF KEY FIGURES  
 
WILLIAM CHAPMAN (1749-1832) engineer employed in Yorkshire on the Beverley and 
Barmston drainage. 
 
JAMES CROW (1711/12-1786) land surveyor who worked with Thomas Browne. 
 
WILLIAM SMITH (1769-1839) µ6WUDWD¶6PLWKZDVDODQGVXUYH\RUPLQHUDORJLVWDQGGUDLQDJH
engineer, whose research produced the first true geological map of Britain in 1815.4 
 
JOHN SMEATON (1724-1792)   civil engineer with a consulting practice from 1760, advising 
on the construction of drainage, bridges, harbours, engines and scientific equipment. 
Smeaton was employed by Egremont (1775) to report on the practicability of exporting coals 
from the Cumberland estates.5 William Jessop (1745-1814) was a pupil of Smeaton.6  
 
JOHN UPTON   land surveyor to third Earl at Petworth. His son, also John Upton (c.1774-
1851), was a civil engineer in England and Russia. Petworth estate plans were also created 
by Thomas and Henry Upton for the third Earl. 
 
OTHERS: 
WILLIAM ANDRÉ (1743-1807)   surgeon at Petworth House for third Earl of Egremont. 
 
THOMAS HAMILTON AYLIFFE (1774-1852) the brother of Mrs Wyndham. He and his sons 
George (1802-1844), Thomas (1814- ) and Henry (1819-1890) were sent to Australia in 1839.  
 
REVEREND EUSEBY CLEAVER (1746-1819) presented to the rectory of Spofforth 
(Yorkshire) in 1774, which he held till 1783, when Egremont presented him with the rectories 
of Tillington and Petworth (Sussex). As Bishop of Ferns and Leighlin in Ireland his palace was 
plundered in the rebellion of 1798, although he was unharmed. He was raised to the 
archbishopric of Dublin in 1809.7  
 
REVEREND CHARLES DUNSTER (1750-1816)   rector of Petworth, 1783-1816. 
 
ELIZABETH FOX / CROLE   daughter of the proprietor of theatre royal, Brighton, mistress of 
Egremont and the Prince Regent, mother of Mary Fox (1791-1842) who was brought up at 
Petworth with the children of Elizabeth Ilive. 
                                                 
4
 S. Winchester, The Map that changed the world (London, 2002). 
5
 J. Smeaton, in M. Dixon (ed.), Reports of the late John Smeaton, F.R.S. (London, 1812), pp. 396-
$:6NHPSWRQµ-RKQ6PHDWRQ¶2:RRGWest Cumberland Coal1600-1982/3 (Kendall, 1988). 
6
 * 5HYLOO µ:LOOLDP -HVVRS¶ & +DGILHOG DQG A.W. Skempton, William Jessop, Engineer (Newton 
Abbot, 1979), pp.253-269; R.A. Buchanan, The Engineers. 
7
 6HHµ&OHDYHU(XVHE\¶LQ/6WHSKHQHGDictionary of National Biography 11 (1887), p.22.   
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FIGURE 1 continued: GLOSSARY OF KEY FIGURES  
 
REVEREND THOMAS SOCKETT (1777-1859) tutor to the sons of the third Earl of Egremont, 
Curate of Northchapel, Sussex (1811) and later Rector of Duncton (1815) and Petworth 
(1816). Responsible for dispatching 2,000 emigrants to Canada from Sussex.  
 
MESSRS STEPHENS AND WATSON   Auditors Stephens and Watson were employed 
individually by Egremont WRDVVLVWLQWKHUDWLRQDOLVDWLRQRI-DPHV8SWRQ7ULSS¶VDFFRXQWVIURP
1801.  
 
DR JOHN TRIPP Rector at Spofforth, and briefly agent in Yorkshire before the employment of 
Kent, Claridge and Pearce in 1796. He was the elder brother of the Petworth agent James 
Upton Tripp (d.1801). Egremont patronage of the Tripp family can be seen over four 
generations.8  
 
MRS WYNDHAM  Elizabeth Ilive or Ayliffe (c.1770-(JUHPRQW¶VPLVWUHVVDW3HWZRUWK
from about 1789, reputed to have been the daughter of a librarian at Westminster School, or 
WKHGDXJKWHURID'HYRQIDUPHU6KHZDVDQDPDWHXUVFLHQWLVWFRQWULEXWRUWR$UWKXU<RXQJ¶V
Annals of Agriculture, and was awarded a medal from the Royal Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce. She and Egremont had eight children, 
sons George (1787-1869), Henry (1790-1860), Edward (1792-1792), William (1793-1794), 
Charles (1796-1866) and daughters Frances (1789-1848), Charlotte (1795-1870) and 
Elizabeth (1802-1803). She married Egremont in July 1801, but there was a permanent 
separation in this marriage from 1803, when the Countess resided in London until her death 
in 1822.   
 
REVEREND ARTHUR YOUNG (1769-1827) son of the agricultural writer Arthur Young 
(1741-1820) The Reverend Arthur Young studied at Cambridge (1789) and took holy orders, 
although produced two agricultural surveys for Sussex (1793, 1808) and made an extended 
survey in Russia from 1805 to 1814.9 
 
                                                 
8
 Dr John Tripp was the eldest son of John Tripp (Deputy Recorder of Taunton under Charles, second 
Earl of Egremont) and his wife Anne, daughter of the Reverend James Upton, who was Sir William 
:\QGKDP¶V-1740) tutor at Eton. Dr John Tripp attended Westminster School with Egremont, and 
was presented to the living of Spofforth in Yorkshire. John also acted briefly as superintendent of 
(JUHPRQW¶V <RUNVKLUH HVWDWHV 7KH VHFRQGVRQ -DPHV 8SWRQ 7ULSS ZDV 3HWZRUWK DJHQW 5REHUW D
fourth son, was given livings in Devonshire. The youngest son, Henry, was a barrister and agent for the 
West of England estates for over fifty years. Tripp family patronage continued in the following 
JHQHUDWLRQ -RKQ¶V VRQ EHFRPLQJ 5HFWRU RI 6LOYHUWRQ LQ 'HYRQVKLUH DQG -DPHV¶ VRQ 5HFWRU RI
Upwaltham in West Sussex. See H.A. Wyndham, A family history (London, 1950), p.312. 
9
 See M. Bentham-Edwards, The Autobiography of Arthur Young (London, 1898); J.G. Gazley, The Life 
of Arthur Young, 1741-1820 (Hanover, New Hampshire, 1973). 
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CHAPTER TWO: 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
This chapter offers a critical introduction to historical and geographical debates on 
improvement, aristocratic landowners, absenteeism, estate management, agents and 
professionalisation relevant to this study. The chapter further examines the key theoretical 
approaches adopted here, including work on correspondence networks, landscape and 
cultural geography. Debates on power and writing history, networks and life geographies will 
be considered in the subsequent chapter together with an examination of research sources, 
archives and methods. 
 
2.1 Improvement 
7KH )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? RI (QJOLVK HVWDWH ODQGVFDSHV GXULQJ WKH HLJKWHHQWK DQG QLQHWHHQWK
centuries is now widely recognised as a multi-faceted process, involving social, political and 
aesthetic as well as narrowly economic concerns.10 (FRQRPLFDOO\LQHDUO\XVDJH)‘WRLPSURYH)?
ZDVV\QRQ\PRXVZLWK)‘WRLQYHVW)?RUWRJDLQSURILWXVXDOO\IURPODQGDQGZDVDVVRFLDWHGZLWK
enclosure. From the seventeenth century, it was considered a moral duty of landowners and 
farmers to improve land visually and to make it more productive to feed a growing population, 
utilising concurrently both economic and aesthetic concepts of landscape design and 
                                                 
10
 6'DQLHOVDQG66H\PRXUµ/DQGVFDSHGHVLJQDQGWKHLGHa of improvement, 1730-¶LQ 
R.A. Dodgshon and R.A. Butlin, (eds.), An historical geography of England and Wales (London, 1990), 
pp. 487-519; R. Williams, Keywords: a vocabulary of culture and society (London: 1976), pp.160-161;  
S. Wade Martins, Farmers, landlords and landscapes: rural Britain 1720 to 1870 (Macclesfield, 2004), 
p. 8. 
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DJULFXOWXUH )URP WKH PLG HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ WKH LGHD RI )‘LPSURYLQJ RQHVHOI)? PRUDOO\ DQG
economically added to an already complex and potentially contradictory term.11   
 
)‘,PSURYHPHQW)? KDV EHHQ FKDUDFWHULVHG E\ 6WHSKHQ 'DQLHOV DQG 6XVDQQH 6H\PRXU DV WKH
SURFHVV RI )‘SURJUHVVLYHO\ UHVWUXFWXULQJ WKH ODQGVFDSH IRU VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF DV ZHOO DV
aesthetic ends and, by extension, restructuring the conduct of those who lived in, worked in 
DQG ORRNHG XSRQ LW)?12 6WXGLHV RQ WKLV )‘GDUNHU VLGH)? RI ODQGVFDSH LPSURYHPHQW KDYH
suggested that this reconciliation of economic progress with social stability often involved the 
coercion of those least able to determine the FRXUVH RI DJULFXOWXUDO )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? $OXQ
+RZNLQV)?DQDO\VLVRI-0:7XUQHU)?VSDLQWLQJVRI3HWZRUWK3DUNIRUH[DPSOHKDVLOOXVWUDWHG
WKDWGHSLFWLRQVRI)‘DQLGHDODQGKDUPRQLVHGVRFLDORUGHU)?RIWHQFRQFHDOHGFRQWHQWLRQ:KLOH
the current thesis focuses on agricultural improvement gauged mainly by rental income, 
WRJHWKHUZLWKPRUHTXDOLWDWLYHVLJQLILHUVRI)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?VXFKDVFKDQJLQJSUDFWLFHVSODQWV
animals and machines, it is recognised that estate improvement involved many contradictory 
cultural, moral and political themes, aspirations, and struggles. 13  
                                                 
11
 Williams, Keywords, pp.160-161. 
12
 'DQLHOVDQG6H\PRXUµ/DQGVFDSHGHVLJQ¶S 
13
 J. Barrell, The dark side of the landscape: the rural poor in English paintings 1730-1840 (Cambridge, 
-01HHVRQ µ7KHRSSRQHQWVRIHQFORVXUH LQHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\1RUWKDPSWRQVKLUH¶ Past and 
Present, 105 (1984), 114-139; 66H\PRXUµ+LVWRULFDOJHRJUDSKLHVRIODQGVFDSH¶LQ%*UDKDPDQG&
Nash (eds.), Modern historical geographies (Harlow, 2000), pp.193-215; J. Gascoigne, Joseph Banks 
and the English Enlightenment: useful knowledge and polite culture (Cambridge, 1994), p.235; S. 
'DQLHOV 6 6H\PRXU DQG & :DWNLQV µ(QOLJKWHQPHQW LPSURYHPHQW DQG WKH JHRJUDSKLHV RI
horticulture LQODWHU*HRUJLDQ(QJODQG¶LQ'1/LYLQJVWRQHDQG&:-:LWKHUVHGVGeography and 
Enlightenment (London, 1999), pp.345- $ +RZNLQV µ-0: 7XUQHU DW 3HWZRUWK DJULFXOWXUDO
LPSURYHPHQWDQGWKHSROLWLFVRIODQGVFDSH¶LQ-%DUUHOOHGPainting and the politics of culture. New 
essays on British Art, 1700-1850 (Oxford, 1992), 231-251, p.250. 
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Improvement can also be understood in a colonial context.14 Techniques of improvement 
KHOSHGWR)‘ELQGWRJHWKHUWKHVFDWWHUHGHOHPHQWVRI(PSLUH)?PRUHHIIHFWLYHO\PDNLQJLWPRUH
manageable, and more SURILWDEOH7KHLGHDORILPSURYHPHQWDOVRRIIHUHGD)‘PRUDOYHQHHUWR
VRIWHQWKHFUXGHUHDOLWLHVRILPSHULDOH[SDQVLRQ)?15 7KLVMXVWLILHGLPSHULDOLVPWRFRQVXPHUV)‘DW
KRPH)? DV PXWXDOO\ EHQHILFLDO WKURXJK GLVFRXUVHV RI KHDOWK DQG FLYLOLVDWLRQ IRU LQGLJHQRXV
inhabitants.  
 
2.2 Landowners and Improvement 
As Susanna Wade Martins and Tom Williamson have suggested, celebrations of 
)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?ZHUH )‘a proclamation that nature could be transformed by the application of 
knowledge, and thus an affirmation of the rigKWVRIWKHVRFLDOHOLWH)?WKXV)‘>L@PSURYHPHQWJDYH
legitimacy to landownership and the farming interest, at a time when the accumulation of 
property in the hands of the few and restrictions on the import of foreign grain, were both 
being questioned by an iQFUHDVLQJO\DVVHUWLYHPLGGOHFODVV)?16 Similarly, J.R. Walton argues 
WKDW LPSURYHPHQWZDVXVHGDVDPHDQVIRU ODQGRZQHUVWR)‘IXOILO WKHUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVRI WKHLU
                                                 
14
 66H\PRXU6'DQLHOVDQG&:DWNLQV
(VWDWHDQGHPSLUH6LU*HRUJH&RUQHZDOO¶VPDQDJHPHQWRI
Moccas, Herefordshire and La Taste, Grenada, 1771-1819' Journal of Historical Geography, 24, 3 
(1998), 313-351. 
15J. Gascoigne, Science in the service of Empire. Joseph Banks, the British state and the uses of 
science in the Age of Revolution (Cambridge, 1998), p.169. 
166:DGH0DUWLQVDQG7:LOOLDPVRQ³,QDSSURSULDWHWHFKQRORJ\¶7KHKLVWRU\RI µIORDWLQJ¶ LQWKH1RUWK
DQG (DVW RI (QJODQG¶ LQ + &RRN DQG 7 :LOOLDPVRQ HGV Water management in the English 
landscape: field, marsh and meadow (Edinburgh, 1999), p.207. 
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position and distance themselves and their tenants from the worst effects of unrestricted 
trade LQDJULFXOWXUDOFRPPRGLWLHV)?17  
 
Related to the moral duty to improve and the virtues of residence was the sense of the 
morally problematic nature of absenteeism by landowners. Whilst F.M.L. Thompson has 
noted that the benefits of residence were not always as great as contemporaries supposed, 
WKHUHZDVQRQHWKHOHVVDVWURQJSUHVXPSWLRQRIWKH)‘HYLOV)?RIDEVHQWHHLVP18  As John Beckett 
has demonstrated, many historians have been no less severe on absenteeism.19  
 
The influence of aristocratic improvers has long been debated. While, according to Adam 
6PLWK)‘JUHDWSURSULHWRUVDUHVHOGRPJUHDW LPSURYHUV)?FRQWHPSRUDU\DJULFXOWXUDO OLWHUDWXUH LV
full of hymns to patrons such as Coke of Holkham, the fifth Duke of Bedford, and Lord 
Egremont. Lord Ernle in 1936 stressed the critical role of renowned improvers in setting a 
fashion followed by the tenants and neighbours.20 More recent scholars have sought to 
downplay aristocratic influence on practical innovations, John Beckett asserting that while a 
handful of leading aristocrats were major figures in agricultural improvement, Lord Ernle 
mistook paternalist endeavour for real achievement. Furthermore, the true credit for 
                                                 
17
 -5 :DOWRQ µ$JULFXOWXUH DQG UXUDO VRFLHW\ 730-¶ LQ 5$ 'RGJVKRQ DQG 5$ %XWOLQ An 
historical geography of England and Wales, 2nd edn. (London, 1990), 323-350, at p.337. 
18
 F.M.L. Thompson, English landed society in the nineteenth century (London, 1963), p.181; J.V. 
%HFNHWW µ$EVHQWHH ODQGRZQership in the later seventh and early eighteenth century: the case of 
&XPEULD¶ Northern History XIX (1983), 87- 0 -RQHV µ7KH DEVHQWHH ODQGORUG¶V ODQGVFDSH WKH
Watson-Wentworth estate in eighteenth-FHQWXU\ ,UHODQG¶ Landscapes 1,2 (2000), 33-52; P. Roebuck 
µ$EVHQWHHODQGRZQHUVKLSLQWKHODWHth and early 18th centuries: a neglected factor in English agrarian 
KLVWRU\¶Agricultural History Review 21 (1973), 1-17. 
19
 -9%HFNHWWµ$EVHQWHHODQGRZQHUVKLS¶S&I5RHEXFNµ$EVHQWHHODQGRZQHUVKLS¶        
20
 R.E. Prothero, later Lord Ernle (1851-1937), English farming past and present, 6th edn (1961), 
pp.213, 221. 
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agricultural changes should fall on lesser landowners, their stewards and tenant farmers.21 In 
contrast'DYLG%URZQ)?VDVVHVVPHQWRI WKH LQIOXHQFHRI WKH ILIWK'XNHRI%HGIRUGHFKRHVD
more traditional interpretation, arguing that Bedford was influential both in his county and in 
the broader development of scientific agriculture. Studies of the Earl Spencer, the Duke of 
Bridgewater and Coke of Norfolk have all contributed to this debate.22 
 
So far, I have concentrated on the agricultural aspects of estate improvement. However, 
landowners often had financial interests in other areas. Michael McCahill demonstrated that 
RI%ULWDLQ)?V WRSQREOHPHQ -1806), at least 36 delivered some of their income from 
mineral and other non agricultural sources, and 30 of these noblemen invested in or were 
directors of canal companies.23 John Beckett has argued that a great HVWDWHV)? DELOLW\ WR
survive economic depression was influenced by these alternative sources of income, which 
included investment in industry, railways, stock markets, urban development, and mineral 
incomes.24  
 
                                                 
21
 3 +RUQ µ7KH FRQWULEXWLRQ RI WKH SURSDJDQGLVW WR HLJKWHHQWK-FHQWXU\ DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW¶
Historical Journal, 25 (1982), p.314; J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy in England 1660-1914 (Oxford, 
'%URZQµ5HDVVHVVLQJWKHLQIOXHQFH¶ 
22
 J.V. Beckett, The Agricultural Revolution (1990), p.29 and J.V. Beckett 'Landownership and Estate 
Management', in G.E. Mingay (ed.), The agrarian history of England and Wales, vol. 6, 1750-1850 
(Cambridge, 1989), pp.569-570; R.A.C. Parker, Coke of Norfolk, a Financial and Agricultural Study, 
1707-1842 (Oxford, 1975), pp.200-201; S. Wade Martins, A great estate at Work. The Holkham estate 
and its inhabitants in the nineteenth century &DPEULGJH  0 7XUQHU µ/DQG LQGXVWU\ DQG WKH
%ULGJHZDWHULQKHULWDQFH¶LQ%$+ROGHUQHVVDQG07XUQHUHGVLand, labour and agriculture 1700-
1920. Essays for Gordon Mingay (London, 1991), pp.1-($:DVVRQµA progressive landlord. The 
third Earl Spencer, 1782-¶ LQ&:&KDONOLQDQG-5:RUGLHHGVTown and Countryside. The 
English landowner in the national economy, 1660-1860 (London, 1989) pp83-101; B.A. English, The 
great landowners of East Yorkshire (Howden, 1990), pp.152, 190, 224. 
23
 M. McCahill, Order and equipoise: the peerage and the House of Lords 1783-1806 (London, 1978), 
p.197. 
24
 J. Beckett, The aristocracy, pp.85-87. 
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2.3 Estate Management 
The management of English landed estates at the end of the eighteenth century was 
primarily concerned with preventing poor farming and ensuring optimum rent levels.25 
However, the development of positive management associated with the application of 
science to agriculture improved farming practices and enabled tenants to pay higher rents 
without reducing land quality. Improvement, though, often involved long-term, gradual 
changes in agricultural practice such as crop rotation and animal husbandry, enclosure of 
waste and common land, and changes of tenure and land amalgamation, as well as 
rationalisation of buildings and land drainage.26 Although it has been recognised that many 
of these processes were established before the mid-eighteenth century, they have become 
integral to debates UHJDUGLQJWKH)‘$JULFXOWXUDO5HYROXWLRQ)?27  
 
These changes inevitably altered the face of the countryside, although without creating a 
unified landscape of large farms.28 However, the efficiency of estate management was often 
                                                 
25
 J.R. Wordie, Estate management in eighteenth century England: the building of the Leveson-Gower 
fortune (London, 1982). 
26
 6-0'DYLVDQG-9%HFNHWWµ$QLPDOKXVEDQGU\DQGDJULFXOWXUDOLPSURYHPHQWWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDO
HYLGHQFH IURPDQLPDOERQHVDQG WHHWK¶ Rural History: Economy, Society, Culture 10, 1 (1999), 1-17; 
J.M. NeesoQ µ7KHRSSRQHQWVRIHQFORVXUH¶6:DGH0DUWLQV µ7KH IDUPEXLOGLQJVRI WKH$JULFXOWXUDO
5HYROXWLRQ¶The Local Historian 12:8 (1977), 407-423; A.D.M. Phillips, The underdraining of farmland in 
England during the nineteenth century (Cambridge, 1989). 
27
 The FRQFHSWRI WKH µ$JULFXOWXUDO5HYROXWLRQ¶DVD UDSLGGHYHORSPHQWKDVEHHQDEDQGRQHG IRURQH
that spread from the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries in a gradual process of change, perhaps 
GHVFULEHG EHWWHU LQ WHUPV RI DJULFXOWXUDO µLPSURYHPHQW¶ UDWKHU WKDQ µUHYROXWLRQ¶ 6HH 5( 3URWKHUR
English farming past and present *( 0LQJD\ µ7KH DJULFXOWXUDO UHYROXWLRQ LQ (QJOLVK KLVWRU\ D
reconsideration, in W.E. Minchinton (ed.) Essays in agrarian history Vol.2 (Newton Abbot, 1968), pp.9-
28; E. Kerridge, The agricultural revolution /RQGRQ)0/7KRPSVRQµ7KHVHFRQGDJULFXOWXUDO
revolution, 1815-¶ Economic History Review, 21 (1968), 62-77; J.V. Beckett, The agricultural 
revolution (Oxford, 1990); 02YHUWRQµ5H-establishing the English agriculturDOUHYROXWLRQ¶Agricultural 
History Review, 44 (1996), 1-20. 
28
 P. Buzzing, Estate management at Goodwood in the nineteenth century. A study in changing roles 
and relationships, Unpublished PhD Thesis (Open University, 1986); D. Spring, 'A great agricultural 
estate: Netherby under Sir James Graham, 1820-1845', Agricultural History 29, 73-81; D. Spring, The 
English landed estate in the nineteenth century: its administration (Baltimore: 1963).  
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offset by distance where estates were geographically dispersed. The spread of improved 
husbandry and management was also reliant on markets, transport and capital. 
Nevertheless, as David Spring argues, English agriculture during the nineteenth century 
achieved a standard of excellence scarcely reached elsewhere in the world.29 
 
Advances in transport and communications in Britain during the period of this study, 
including the development of turnpikes, navigations and railways led to increased mobility 
and interaction between communities. Transport improvements further enabled economic 
integration with the greater circulation of capital and commodities, and coincided with 
improvements in communication at a distance, including the postal service, national 
newspapers and the telegraph.30 This influenced the viability of estate management from a 
distance, and enabled the movement of professionals and others between estates. Mobility 
was a key factor in the creation of what John Barrell called the rural professional class, which 
included surveyors and literate tenant farmers. Turnpikes and stage-coaches enabled 
professionals such as the landscape gardener Humphry Repton (1752-1818) to create and 
HVWDEOLVKWKHLUFDUHHUV)‘RQWKHURDG)? from the late 1780s, developing networks of clients and 
commissions, and working practices and theoretical principles through their mobility 
throughout the country. Elite landscapes, created by an aesthetic sensibility informed by 
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seeing and comparing landscapes, were therefore dependent on the practical knowledge of 
road builders and other practical professions.31  
 
The development of inland waterways coincided with and complemented that of turnpikes 
from the late seventeenth century. The railway era really began with the opening of the 
Liverpool and Manchester railway in 1830, which carried both passengers and freight. The 
proximity of land to railways raised letting and sale values more significantly than other 
developments.32 More than any other form of contemporary transport, the railways led to 
shrinkage of national space, and contributed to the movement of a broad base of the 
population with the introduction of third class fares.33 However, the history of technology, 
according to George Revill has played only a secondary role in the work of historical 
geographers who have examined landscape design and agricultural improvement.34  
 
 
2.4 Agents and Professionalisation 
7KLVWKHVLVXVHVWKHWHUP)‘agents)?WRUHIHUWRWKHYDULRXVSHRSOHLQWKLVVWXG\HQWLUHO\PHQ
who influenced and guided the improvement of the Egremont estates. These include land 
agents, surveyors, engineers, geologists and agricultural advisors who were patronised by 
Egremont. These men could be considered part of John %DUUHOO)?V QHZO\ PRELOH )‘UXUDO
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 J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy, p.244. 
33
 17KULIWµ7UDQVSRUWDQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQ¶ 
34
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SURIHVVLRQDOFODVV)?35 Penelope Corfield loosely defines a profession as a skilled occupation 
organised around specialist knowledge with both a theoretical and practical bearing, often 
with a distinctive ethos focused on service.36 As Daniel Duman has argued, the ideal of 
service allowed the emerging professions to reconcile the concept of )‘the gentleman)? with the 
necessity of working for a living, and to formulate a definition of their relationship with clients 
and society. Furthermore, the professions existed during the eighteenth century )‘E\ DQG
large to serve thHQHHGVRIWKHODQGHGFODVVHV)?.37 This concept of service was neither wholly 
modern nor pre-modern, although the patron-professional relationship of the eighteenth 
century was gradually replaced by a more autonomous client-professional relationship.38 
 
Professionalisation has been characterised by Paul Brassley and others as an increased 
GRPLQDQFH DQG DXWRQRP\ LQ D SURIHVVLRQ ZKLOH WKH )‘SURIHVVLRQDO)? LV UHFRJQLVHG DV DQ
independent practitioner holding exclusive knowledge of a specialised activity that may have 
been gained through training, and who has been selected on merit (rather than wealth or 
inheritance), and belongs to a formal qualifying association with a professional identity.39 For 
Brassley, twentieth-century (QJOLVKDJULFXOWXUHGHPRQVWUDWHV)‘VRPHEut not all of the features 
RIDSURIHVVLRQ)?LQWKDWWKHUHZHUHQRWXQLYHUVDOUHJXODWHGWUDLQLQJFRXUVHVDQGLQWKDWHQWU\
into the profession by birth is still possible.40 Similarly, land agents in the eighteenth and 
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nineteenth centuries meet a limited number of these characteristics. Although there was no 
formal education for a land agent until the establishment of the Royal Agricultural College at 
Cirencester in 1845, the great estate offices such as Holkham or Woburn became 
recognised training grounds for agents.41 +RZHYHULWZDVQRWXQWLOWKDWWKHODQGDJHQWV)?
profession was recognised with institutional status.  
 
7KHWHUP)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?ZDVDKLJKO\FRQWHVWHGDQGSROLWLFDOO\IUDXJKWWHUPLQFRQWHPSRUDU\
society, and remains so in historiography today. A term of almost equal complexity is that of 
land agent. 7KH GHILQLWLRQ RI )‘DJHQW)? ZDVQRW VWDEOH DQGZDVRIWHQ XVHGFRQFXUUHQWO\ZLWK
)‘VWHZDUG)?WRGHVFULEHPDQ\GLIIHUHQWRFFXSDWLRQV'XULQJWKHHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\WKHUROHVRI
steward and legal adviser were not clearly distinguished, and were often performed by 
attorneys.42 As Penelope Corfield has argued, occupational pluralism was not uncommon, 
although a trend towards specialisation can be observed in the professions during this 
period. The position of land agents had originated in that of the bailiffs and stewards of the 
great medieval estates, and the profession developed during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
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centuries as landowners left their estates for long periods, whilst engaged in, for example, 
entertainment or politics in London.43  
 
The management of a landed estate, in effect the supervision of some of the largest 
enterprises in the British economy and a key space of social and political activity, was 
increasingly in the hands of agents. HoZHYHU)‘GHVSLWHWKHLUDFNQRZOHGJHGLPSRUWDQFH)?DQG
although there has been some work on particular individuals, including Francis Blaikie and 
1DWKDQLHO .HQW -RKQ %HFNHWW KDV DUJXHG WKDW )‘UHODWLYHO\ OLWWOH LV NQRZQ DERXW LQGLYLGXDO
eighteenth century stewDUGV)?7KHWHQGHQF\KDVLQIDFWEHHQWRSRUWUD\DJHQWVDFFRUGLQJWR
%HFNHWWDV)‘UDSDFLRXVXQWUXVWZRUWK\DQGZHDNZLOOHG)?44 Edward Laurence dedicated his text 
in 1727 on The Duty of a Steward to his Lord to landowners that )‘have already suffered 
through WKH NQDYHU\ DQG XQIDLWKIXOQHVV RI WKHLU VWHZDUGV)? DQG VWUHVVHG WKH GDQJHUV RI
extended absence from estates. In contrast, studies have shown that many agents were 
competent and influential figures in agricultural improvement.45 
 
G.E. Mingay maintained that estate administration improved during the eighteenth century as 
estate stewards became professionalised. Professionalisation, for Mingay, was a product of 
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the forces driving estate improvement, and was due to the increasing complexity of the 
economy, the resultant demands for expert services, and the extension of capitalist criteria of 
performance to estate management.46 Further, non-economic drivers included a growing 
elite concern with science, changing views on service and practical endeavour and the 
reform of political sinecures. From the seventeenth century, estate management gradually 
became standardised, and increasingly centralised, with complex administrative 
hierarchies.47 This process coincided with the professional and managerial revolution in law 
and medicine, although the growth of professions was far from uniform.48  
 
The chronology for the professionalisation of agents, however, is unclear; F.M.L Thompson 
and John Beckett have argued that this process occurred in the nineteenth century, while 
Edward Hughes and G.E. Mingay saw it as an eighteenth century phenomenon.49 For 
Thompson, incentives to economy and efficiency were imparted by the wars of 1793-1815 
and their aftermath and more generally by the altered position of agriculture within the 
economy as a whole. This drive towards efficiency carried professionalism forward at a brisk 
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pace. 50 The implications for this transition are also uncertain. Eric Richards has argued that 
DJHQWV)? GLOLJHQFH DQG OR\DOW\ VXVWDLQHG WKH DULVWRFUDF\ LQ WKHLU )‘FDUHHUV of extraordinary 
OHLVXUH RU RI SROLWLFDO DQG VRFLDO OHDGHUVKLS)? ZKLOH -+ 3RUWHU FODLPHG WKDW SURIHVVLRQDO
agents contributed to increasing social distance in rural society between landlord and tenant, 
DQG OHG WR DJHQWV)? )‘JURZLQJ LPSRUWDQFH DV D PLGGOHclass in the social structure of rural 
VRFLHW\)?51  
 
Historians have echoed William Marshall and other contemporaries in their dismissal of 
solicitors as agents, and their emphasis on the practical and technical at the expense of the 
legal and political aspects of agricultural improvement. However, at Petworth, the home 
estate of a renowned agricultural innovator, a succession of qualified solicitors were 
employed as land agents, while contemporary commentators actively discouraged this 
practice.52 Chapter eiJKWRIWKLVVWXG\ LVLQSDUWDQDWWHPSWWRDQVZHU'DYLG6SULQJ)?VFDOOIRU
further research on the work of solicitor-agents, a much-neglected aspect of our knowledge of 
land agents.53  
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Land agents were frequently recruited from the ranks of surveyors, men who dealt with the 
inspection and the estimation of the actual or prospective value of land, and were 
increasingly skilled in mathematical techniques, drawing and map-making. Enclosures, tithe 
commutation, tenant rights and industrial and engineering schemes led to increasing demand 
for surveyors from the eighteenth century.54 As Jon Gregory has shown, surveys often 
SURYLGHG WKH EDVLV IRU ODQGRZQHU)?V FDPSDLJQV RI LPSURYHPHQW DQG PRYHG EH\RQG VLPSOH
understandings of productivity and output. The aerial perspective of surveys also had an 
LPSDFWRQODQGRZQHU)?VSHUFHSWLRQVRIWKHLUHVWDWHV55 
 
The established method of training as a surveyor was to serve articles of three or five years 
with a surveyor of established reputation. Surveyors without permanent positions on estates 
sought diverse commissions that often involved extensive travelling.  This is certainly true for 
the surveyors Thomas Browne and James Crow who undertook surveys in Yorkshire, 
Sussex and Ireland for the Egremont estate and others. Thomas Browne (1702-1780), 
herald and land surveyor, produced maps of estates mainly in Yorkshire and southern 
England and was well regarded as a land surveyor; he was called Sense Browne, to 
GLVWLQJXLVKKLPIURPKLVFRQWHPSRUDU\/DQFHORW)‘&DSDELOLW\)?%URZQ%URZQHDFted as a land 
surveyor for the second Earl of Egremont as well as for the Countess of Egremont during the 
WKLUG (DUO)?V PLQRULW\ DQG D UHFHLSW IRU %URZQH)?V MRXUQH\ DQG VXUYH\ RI WKH ,ULVK HVWDWHV LQ
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1777 can be found in the Petworth archives.56 The Essex surveyor James Crow (1711/12-
1786) carried out a number of surveys of the Petworth estates, including land in Sutton and 
Duncton in 1777 and had revised earlier Yorkshire surveys by Thomas Browne in 1767.57  
 
As F.M.L. Thompson has shown, the creation of a Land Surveyors Club in 1834 by six 
London surveyors was a step towards professionalisation, with the eventual establishment of 
the Institution of Surveyors in 1868. The first president of the Institution in 1868, John Clutton 
(1809-1896) went into his father)?VEXVLQHVVLQ6XVVH[DVDODQGDJHQWDQGVXUYH\RULQ
moved to London and established his own practice in 1837 with his half brother William, and 
later his nephew, also William Clutton.  The multi-estate firm of Cluttons were agents to Lord 
Leconfield in Yorkshire from 1848 and in Cumberland from 1860.58  
 
7KHSURIHVVLRQRIFLYLOHQJLQHHULQJZDVDOVRFORVHO\WLHGWRWKH)‘VSLULWRILPSURYHPHQW)?59 The 
growth of the British engineering profession was a response to the increasing pace of 
industrialisation in the second half of the eighteenth century, and the demand for more 
buildings, roads, harbours and canals. The growth of the profession is signalled by the 
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IRUPDWLRQ RI WKH 6RFLHW\ RI &LYLO (QJLQHHUV LQ  DQG E\  WKHUH ZDV )‘D VPDOO EXW
effective HQJLQHHULQJSURIHVVLRQLQ%ULWDLQ)?60 John Smeaton (1724-1792), the earliest of the 
great civil engineers to achieve distinction as a scientist, ran a successful consulting practice 
from 1760, advising on the construction of drainage, bridges, harbours, engines and 
scientific equipment. Smeaton was employed by Egremont (1775) to report on the 
practicability of exporting coals from the Cumberland estates, involving an assessment of the 
FRPSHWLWLRQ EHWZHHQ (JUHPRQW)?V %UDQVW\ HVWDWH ZLWK WKDW EHORQJLQJ WR WKH /owthers at 
Whitehaven.61 William Jessop (1745-1814) was a pupil of Smeaton, involved in numerous 
improvements, who also set out some theoretical maxims on an aesthetic of engineering that 
was informed by discourses of improvement.62  
 
William Jessop made several visits to Petworth to survey the Arun and Rother rivers in 1783 
and 1790, and also travelled with Egremont to Littlehampton and Shoreham in connection 
with proposals to improve the harbours there.63 7KH HQJLQHHU)?V VRQ -RVLDV -HVVRS -
1826) was to build the Wey and Arun navigation (1816). Also connected with Jessop and 
Smeaton was the Yorkshire engineer William Chapman, involved in the Beverley and 
Barmston drainage (see chapter six) and the Grand Canal in Ireland.64 The geologist William 
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Smith, whose work in mining speculation for Egremont is examined in chapter nine, could 
also be considered an engineer, having been trained in canal construction, and met Jessop 
when he was surveyor to the Somerset Coal Canal.65 As R.A. Buchanan has argued, the 
separation of engineers from surveyors was the last to occur; Smith described himself as 
both surveyor and engineer.66  
 
2.5 Theoretical approaches: Networks  
*HRUJH 5HYLOO KDV VXFFHVVIXOO\ H[DPLQHG :LOOLDP -HVVRS)?V HQJLQHHULQJ ZRUN RQ WKH 5LYHU
Trent by considering the spatial metaphors of region, fluid and network as an engagement 
with landscape theory and mobility theory. While this thesis does not attempt to mirror this 
achievement, it takes from it the importance of networks. As Revill, as well as Stephen 
Daniels, and John Barrell have argued, mobility helped to integrate and consolidate 
professional knowledges by generating first-hand expertise, as well as to develop networks 
of likeminded individuals.67 
 
The term network, describing an interconnected group or circuit, or a system of intersecting 
lines such as roads, appears to be an inherently geographical term. As a metaphor, it has 
been used by researchers inspired by the work of Bruno Latour and John Law to examine 
the relationship between nature, culture, technology and space. These approaches have 
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been categorised under the term Actor Network Theory, which has been used by 
geographers to problematise practices of representation, uncover connections between 
technology and nature, and to suggest new means of understanding space and place.68 
Actor Network Theory includes a wider range of agents including humans, technologies, and 
nature, traces their interactions, and emphasises passing links and flows as sites of 
translation or exchange, rather than a traditional focus on nodes.  
 
The work of Manuel Castells offers an alternative conception of networks, society and space, 
which has been more influential on this thesis&DVWHOOVFODLPVWKDWWKH)‘LQIRUPDWLRQDOVRFLHW\)?
LV VWUXFWXUHGE\D )‘VSDFH RI IORZV)? WKDW LVRrganised at three levels, the infrastructural (the 
technology that enables these flows), the organisational (nodes where exchanges takes 
place such as World Cities )? in contrast to ANT above) and the managerial world (individuals 
who move between them).69 These three overlaid networks suggest that spaces such as 
cities are characterised by circulation, velocity and flow.70  
 
Networks have been a valuable metaphor for characterising global capital and an information 
society. They can be seen as webbed structures through which information, capital, goods 
and people flow in every direction. They depict forms of governance, and social networks 
                                                 
68
 17KULIW µ$FWRU1HWZRUN7KHRU\¶ LQ5- -RKQVWRQ'*UHJRU\*3UDWW DQG0:DWWV HGV The 
Dictionary of Human Geography, 4th edn. (Oxford, 2000), pp. 4-6. 
69
 M. Castells, The rise of the network society (Oxford, 1996). 
70
 3+XEEDUGµ0DQXHO&DVWHOOV¶ LQ3+XEEDUG5.LWFKLQDQG*9DOHQWLQHHGVKey Thinkers on 
Space and Place (London, 2004), pp. 72-77. 
 38 
based on affinities such as ethnicity.71 In a network approach, the global is not constituted as 
D FROOHFWLRQ RI )‘ORFDO)? VLWHV RU DQ RYHUDUFKLQJ V\VWHP VXFK DV FDSLWDOLVP 5DWKHU )‘LW
comprises multiple, specific geographies of mobility, through which wider systemic networks 
are created, maintained and re-LQYHQWHG)?72 These flows are unevenly distributed and 
experienced.  Although my research material is divided by location, each chapter will stress 
the linkages between places, examining similarities and differences between the estates, 
DQG FKDQJHV RYHU WLPH $ )‘QHWZRUN)? DSSURDFK WR HVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW ZLOO KHOS WR DYRLG D
static interpretation of these estates. Indeed, it is the interactions between them with which I 
am most interested. As David Lambert and Alan /HVWHU KDYH SRLQWHG RXW QHWZRUNV )‘DUH
SHUKDSV FOHDUHVWZKHQ VHW LQ PRWLRQ E\ UHDO SHRSOH)?73 It is precisely this that I am 
DWWHPSWLQJIRUWKHSUDFWLFDO)‘LPSURYHUV)?RIWKH(JUHPRQWHVWDWH 
 
2.6 Correspondence Networks 
The development of the British postal service was closely connected to improvements in 
communications. The introduction of mail coaches after 1784 made use of turnpikes, while 
from the mid nineteenth century the postal service was closely connected to the railways.74 
By 1838, the General Post handled fifty-seven million letters, while Privileged post carried a 
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further seven million.75 Privileged post, or the pUDFWLFH RI )‘IUDQNLQJ)? OHWWHUV E\ 0HPEHUV RI
Parliament and public officials was heavily abused, especially by those with banking or 
mercantile interests. Despite this, and the relatively high charges (until 1840) intended to 
raise government funds, postal services were used extensively to transfer information at a 
distance. For example, by 1838, almost forty-five million newspapers were handled by the 
Post Office.76 Knowledge was therefore not confined to sites such as coffee houses or 
scientific laboratories, but travelled between places in the form of letters and printed texts. 
Correspondence moved private ideas into wider circulation, and transcended local and 
national boundaries.77 Epistolary research has focused on the eighteenth century as a period 
for tKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI FRQFHSWV RI )‘SULYDWH)? DQG )‘SXEOLF)? VSDFH78 However, even the 
DVVRFLDWLRQRIOHWWHUVZLWKWKH)‘SULYDWH)?LVSUREOHPDWLFDVIDPLOLDOOHWWHUVZHUHIUHTXHQWO\UHDG
aloud. 
 
The exchange of information during this period helped to establish communities who held 
)‘FRQYHUVDWLRQVDWDGLVWDQFH)?ZLWKRQHDQRWKHU7KHDSSURSULDWLRQRIWKHVWDWHSRVWDOVHUYLFH
by corresponding societies and the radical press, for example, helped to establish working 
class political agency and campaigns for parliamentary reform.79 From the seventeenth 
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century, letters were associated with transparency, directness and sociability, and as such 
were crucial in the dissemination of scientific knowledge. Correspondence with the Royal 
Society enabled those at a geographical distance from London to participate in scientific 
experimentation and discussion.80 International exchanges established institutional authority 
IRU WKH 5R\DO 6RFLHW\ LQ WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ DV LW IXQFWLRQHG DV D )‘FOHDULQJ-KRXVH)? IRU
natural knowledge and a review body for scientific reports.81 Letter writing was therefore both 
an accumulation and a dissemination of knowledge.  
 
However, letter writing as a methodology for the accumulation of scientific knowledge was 
troubling because while it offered nuggets of knowledge from correspondents, acceptance of 
D OHWWHU)?VFRQWHQW UHOLHGRQ LWVDXWKRU)?VFUHGLELOLW\6WHYHQ6KDSLQKDVH[DPLQHG WKH UROHRI
trust in science and the association of trustworthiness with gentlemen.82 Social relations 
between correspondents were concerned with social and moral status and authority.83 For 
example, concerned with credibility, the author George Chalmer restricted his geographical 
enquiries to public educated figures such as ministers of the Church of Scotland and 
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landowners. ChalmHU)?V /RQGRQ UHVLGHQFH ZDV DFFRUGLQJ WR &KDUOHV :LWKHUV D )‘FHQWUH RI
FDOFXODWLRQ)?IRUFR-ordinating networks of correspondence like that of Joseph Banks.84  
 
Whilst eighteenth century correspondence networks were more participatory than earlier, 
they were QRW \HW WKH )‘PRUH IOXLG QHWZRUNV RI SURIHVVLRQDOV DQG DPDWHXUV RI WKH PRUH
GHPRFUDWLF QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\)?85 7KLV LQFUHDVHG IOH[LELOLW\ LV LOOXVWUDWHG E\ $QQH 6HFRUG)?V
work on the correspondence of artisans and gentlemen in the collection of naturalist 
information and specimens. Here, personal contact, friendship groups, the employment of 
travelling collectors, and professional university posts established networks of trust.86   
 
Epistolary research has examined the letter as a site of self-expression, introspection and 
even self-FUHDWLRQ +RZHYHU HYHQ )‘LPSHUVRQDO)? )‘EXVLQHVV)? OHWWHUV FDQ UHYHDO QDUUDWLYHV RI
identity and trustworthiness.87 Research has demonstrated that artisans, merchants, 
SURIHVVLRQDOVDQGPDQ\RWKHUVXVHGOHWWHUVWRFRQVWUXFW)‘SODXVLEOHVHOYHV)?LQRUGHUWRGHYHORS
professional and commercial networks.88 5KHWRULFZDVQRWDVW\OLVWLF)‘H[WUD)?WDFNHGRQWRWKH
scientific content of a letter, but the content itself. For example, even a prosaic letter of credit 
reveals networks of exchange and a demonstration of a trustworthy character.89 If 
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correspondence demonstrated the rhetoric of authenticity and credibility, published texts by 
authors who collected information from such sources did not reveal this to the final 
audience.90  
 
Letters are not unmediated historical artefacts, and letter writing must be understood as a 
complex social practice incorporating texts, participants, activities and artefacts.91 Charles 
Withers emphasises that letters have a geographical, as well as an historical context to 
them; concerning where letters were written, how they travelled over space, and how their 
audience received them.92 $OWKRXJK IUHTXHQWO\ XQGHUYDOXHG OHWWHUV IRUP )‘WKH KLGGHQ
XQGHUSLQQLQJV)?RIPXFKKLVWRULFDOUHVHDUFKRIIHULQJTXRWDWLRQVFRQWHQWDQGPHDQLQJ93 
 
Current literature on correspondence networks have been particularly valuable to this study, 
in which I attempt to trace diverse networks of correspondence through which ideas of estate 
management and improvement travelled between professionals and their employers, and 
between individuals and sites of knowledge formation, such as the Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (hereafter RSA) and the Board of 
Agriculture. How did letters reinforce professional reputations, or encourage aristocratic 
patronage? Letters, surveys and reports, when combined with printed publications by 
professionals, and our brief knowledge of their biographies, enable us to consider the 
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importance of social connections such as mutual membership of learned societies. 
Furthermore, to what extent did publications by professionals such as Nathaniel Kent or 
Arthur Young influence those who employed them, and the work carried out in practice? 
These questions will be addressed further in chapters six, eight and nine of the thesis. 
 
2.7 Landscape and Cultural Geography 
The study of cultural landscapes has long been a part of Cultural Geography. Landscape 
research had its origins in Sauerian studies, as well as the influential work of J.B. Jackson 
and W.G. Hoskins who read landscapes as accumulations of history and meaning to be 
interpreted as a symbolic code.94  Cultural geographers have also been interested in how 
people make sense of the world. Research on landscape in cultural geography has 
emphasised the role of language and representation in the production of culture, drawing on 
art history, cultural materialism and literary theory. The landscape research of new cultural 
JHRJUDSK\HPSKDVLVHG WKHV\PEROLFTXDOLWLHVRI ODQGVFDSHDUJXLQJ WKDW )‘D ODQGVFDSH LVD
cultXUDO LPDJH)? WKDW FDQ KDYH VLPXOWDQHRXV GLIIHUHQW UHDGLQJV95 Marxist readings of 
landscape have been influential in cultural geography, and have been used to demonstrate 
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WKDWODQGVFDSHLVD)‘ZD\RIVHHLQJ)?WKDWLVKLVWRULFDOO\VSHFLILFDQGERXQGLQWRFODVVrelations; 
a gaze which helps to make sense of a particular relationship between society and land.96  
Cultural and historical geographies of the English landed estate have focused on the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and have recently explored the relationship between 
estate and empire, and the interconnections between landscapes and memory.97 This thesis 
will interpret key episodes in the estate DUFKLYHXWLOLVLQJD)‘ODQGVFDSH)?DSSURDFK A symbolic 
or iconographic approach to landscape recognises explicitly that there is a politics to 
representation.98 In this study, landscape also provides a geographical framework for 
interpreting both estate improvement, and the relationships of the people involved. The 
FRQFHSWRIDQ)‘HVWDWHODQGVFDSH)?is used to draw together the dispersed Egremont estates in 
order to better understand the management structures of these estates, and how they relate 
to the home estate at Petworth. 
 
 
Performance and practice have been presented as alternative to representation, and 
demonstrate a move away from textual and visual interpretations. Geographical research on 
performance examines how social space is experienced bodily, for example through 
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Deleuzian ideas of movement and flow.99 &ULWLFLVPVRIQHZFXOWXUDOJHRJUDSK\)?VHQJDJHPHQW
with landscape as reinforcing the very systems of power that practices of resistance are 
WKRXJKWWRXQGHUPLQHKDYHOHGWRDQ)‘DQLPDWHGSHUVSHFWLYH)?WRODQGVFDSH100 This examines 
everyday representations and practices that may be an alternative to the tension between 
hegemonic and contested readings of landscape, although it is not particularly useful to 
KLVWRULFDO JHRJUDSKHUV +D\GHQ /RULPHU)?V VXJJHVWLRQ WKDW WKH insights from the non-
representational debate be combined with earlier ideas to form a )‘PRUH-than-
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO)? approach  offers some hope, with a recognition that representation, as well 
as practice remains important.101 
 
The concept of performance is an appropriate one for understanding cultures of 
LPSURYHPHQW:LOOLDP0DUVKDOOFODLPHGWKDW )‘>D@OO rural operations are more or less public, -
are, as it were performed on a stage; - DQG VSHFWDWRUV IDLO WR FULWLFLVH)?102 While Marshall 
meant that inadequate improvements were an obvious source of criticism for some 
landowners, his metaphor is nonetheless revealing, and suggests that cultures of 
improvement can be interpreted as theatre on a public stage of Enlightenment, progress and 
paternalism. Similarly, E.P. Thompson presented a theatrical model of society and saw the 
                                                 
99
 17KULIW ³1RQ-UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO WKHRU\´ LQ5--Rhnston, D. Gregory, G. Pratt and M. Watts (eds) 
The Dictionary of Human Geography 2[IRUG17KULIWDQG-''HZVEXU\µ'HDGJHRJUDSKLHV
±DQGKRZWRPDNHWKHPOLYH¶Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 184 (2000), 411-432. 
100
 0 5RVH µ6HGXFWLRQV RI UHVLVWDQFH SRZHU SROLWLFV DQG D SHUIRUPDQFH VW\OH RI V\VWHPV¶
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 20, 4 (2002), 383-400, p.383 and 388. 
101
 + /RULPHU µ&XOWXUDO JHRJUDSK\ WKH EXV\QHVV RI EHLQJ µPRUH-than-UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO¶¶ Progress in 
Human Geography 29,1 (2005), 83-S3&ORNHDQG2-RQHVµ'ZHOOLQJSODFHDQGODQGVFDSH
DQRUFKDUGLQ6RPHUVHW¶Environment and Planning A 33(2001), 649-666, p.662. 
102
 W. Marshall, On the landed property of England (London, 1804), p.327. 
 46 
participants as actors in theatre and counter-theatre of social hierarchies.103  While the thesis 
GRHVQRWHQJDJHGLUHFWO\ZLWK>ZRUNLQJ@FODVVUHODWLRQVLQ7KRPSVRQ)?VVHQVHSHUIRUPDQFHLV
broader than the theatrical, being not restricted to conscious ritual actions. An awareness of 
the public and thus performative nature of the management of the Egremont estates is useful 
in interpreting the actions of both Egremont and those members of the middle stratum of 
rural professional society who acted on his behalf. 
 
Nevertheless, this thesis uses WKH WHUP )‘VWDWXV)?rather than )‘class)? when examining the 
developing rural professions. As John Barrell has argued, these rural professionals  were not 
D )‘FODVV)? LQ WKH XVXDO VHQVH KDYLQJ QRWKLQJ PRUH LQFRPPRQ WKDQ WKDW WKH\ ZHUH DOO
members of professions, and may have shared a progressive attitude to agriculture and a 
set of attitudes to land.104 Achieved status acknowledges the skill and knowledge that an 
individual acquires through their profession; as well as the perceived social status or prestige 
attached to that position.   
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CHAPTER THREE:  
RESEARCH SOURCES AND METHODS 
 
3.1 Power, the writing of History and life stories 
The archival documents examined in this study were written to support and reproduce an 
elite institution, and to reinforce social relations based on support for this institution. It is 
clear, then, that theories of power and technologies of control are valuable concepts for this 
research. Foucauldian concepts are utilised by Chris Philo in his examination of geographies 
of improvement and the Edinburgh landscape of Enlightenment.105 As Daniels, Seymour and 
:DWNLQV VXJJHVW -RVHSK %DQNV)? HVWDWH RIILFH DW 5HYHVE\ ZDV )‘D PRGHO DOOLDQFH RI SRZHU
DQG NQRZOHGJH)?106 The formation of archives is a characteristic of modernity that 
emphasized the values of ordered, systematic knowledge and the scientific search for truth 
and classification.107  
 
Writing history is inevitably a political and creative process, consisting of a piecing together 
of a narrative from surviving fragments of the past.108 Postmodern and poststructuralist 
historiography has stressed the selectivity of historical representation. Postmodernist 
SHUVSHFWLYHV HYHQ TXHVWLRQ WKH FHUWDLQW\ RI )‘IDFWV)?DQG FODLP WKDW KLVWRULFDO QDUUDWLYHV DUH
                                                 
105
 & 3KLOR µ(GLQEXUJK (QOLJKWHQPHQW DQG WKH JHRJUDSKLHV RI XQUHDVRQ¶ LQ '1 /LYLQJVWRQH DQG
C.W.J. Withers (eds.), Geography, Enlightenment and Improvement (Chicago, 1999), p.372-398. 
106
 6'DQLHOV66H\PRXUDQG&:DWNLQVµ(QOLJKWHQPHQWLPSURYHPHQW¶ 
107
 M. Foucault, The Foucault reader, edited by P. Rabinow (Harmondsworth, 1986); K. Hannam, 
µ8VLQJDUFKLYHV¶DQGµ&RSLQJZLWKDUFKLYDODQGWH[WXDOGDWD¶ LQ36KXUPXU-Smith (ed.) Doing Cultural 
Geographies (London, 2002). 
108
 (6RPHNDZDDQG($6PLWKµ7KHRUL]LQJWKHZULWLQJRIKLVWRU\RUµ,FDQ¶WWKLQNZK\ it should be so 
GXOOIRUDJUHDWGHDORILWPXVWEHLQYHQWLRQ¶Journal of Social History 22 (1988), 67-88.  
 48 
allegories or substitutions for the past.109 Although this leads us to an impasse, it is perhaps 
valuable to take from these, and feminist perspectives, a recognition of the role of the 
researcher in structuring research and historical narratives. Derek Gregory and others have 
criticised the traditional trope of narrative found in historical geography because of the sense 
of order and closure that it imparts, and have called for narratives that celebrate the 
complexity and openness of day to day lives of particular people in particular places.110 Local 
case studies, however, may avoid making generalisations that reduce the comparability of 
any conclusions.  
 
As well as being a product of the present, interpretations are also the product of a place; of 
analytic procedures and the construction of a text that has led to a reliance on authoritative 
texts, reproducing social hegemony.111 Surviving sources describe only a fraction of what 
took place, and reflect the attitudes of those (usually men) who constructed them.  
 
Experiments with telling stories and with life-histories have recognised the selectivity of 
KLVWRULFDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ DQG QDUUDWLRQ DQG VHHN WR PRYH EH\RQG WKH SRWHQWLDO )‘GHVSDLU RI
UHODWLYLVP)?112 Stories, according to George Revill and Susanne Seymour, reproduce the 
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KRPH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narrative flow of everyday life. They also emphasise the spatiality of knowledge, and the 
relationship between power and knowledge. For Stephen Daniels and Catherine Nash, the 
tracing of life histories can be seen as a method of social investigation and reform. For 
&DWKHULQH+DOO)‘DJUDVSRI the individual and the subjective, how histories were lived, is as 
central to our understanding of the past as are larger-VFDOH QDUUDWLYHV)?113 As has been 
VXJJHVWHGQHWZRUNVDUHEHVWXQGHUVWRRGWKURXJKUHDOSHRSOH,QWKLVVWXG\,)‘WHOOVWRULHV)?RI
particular individuals, and particular episodes in space and time in order to understand the 
processes of continuity and change more widely. Such episodes include the search for coal 
at Spofforth (chapter nine), or the purchase of land in South Australia (chapter seven). 
 
3.2 A note on time period and research limitations 
The focus of this thesis is to document some highly significant and large-scale schemes of 
land improvement, and to explore the relationships between the various agents that 
influenced the managHPHQWDQGSRWHQWLDO)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?RIWKHVHODQGVFDSHV,QSDUWLFXODULW
considers the EDUO RI (JUHPRQW)?V SDWURQDJH RI ODQG DJHQWV VXUYH\RUV HQJLQHHUV DQG
agricultural advisors from the 1770s until his death in 1837. I have chosen the 1770s for the 
following reasons. Although Egremont inherited the estate in 1763 aged 11, during the 1770s 
a new agent was appointed at Petworth, Egremont inherited the Irish estates, and during the 
1780s he moved to Petworth from London (see chapter four). The end date of the study is 
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 & +DOO µ,PSHULDO FDUHHULQJ DW KRPH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(eds.) Colonial lives across the British Empire: imperial careering in the long nineteenth century 
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less clear cut. For the material on Sussex and Yorkshire, my research effectively ends in the 
HDUO\VDVWKHWKLUG(DUO)?VLQIOXHQFHFDPHWRDQHQG. However, I have chosen to include 
the case of Australian land speculation (1838-1864) by EgrHPRQW)?VKHLU&RORQHO:\QGKDP
despite not being contemporaneous with earlier research in other chapters, as it provides an 
LQVLJKWLQWRWKHH[SRUWDWLRQRILGHDVRI)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?WR%ULWLVKFRORQLHVLQWKHPLGQLQHWHHQWK
century.  
 
For reasons of space and time, this study is also limited geographically, and focuses on key 
episodes in estate improvement in Sussex and Yorkshire, with the additional comparison of 
Australia. The disadvantage of such extensive archives is the difficulty to cover and to 
interpret these vast archives in a meaningful way. A geographically limited study provides 
more room for discussion of the significance of these landscape changes, although many 
more examples could be found in the archive. A more exhaustive look at the Cumberland 
estates, together with the ,ULVK)‘LPSURYHPHQWV)?DQGLQSDUWLFXODUWKHUROHRIWKH Cumbrian and 
Irish land agents would make a fascinating extension to this thesis, as would further research 
on the Orchard Wyndham estates in Somerset and Devon. 
 
3.3 Archives 
The primary source for this research is the Petworth House Archives, including accounts, 
correspondence, diaries, memoranda, rentals, maps, surveys and paintings. This is the 
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largest private collection in the care of West Sussex Records Office in Chichester (although 
still held at Petworth) and is renowned for its extent and survival. The Petworth estate was 
chosen due to the prominence of the third Earl in debates regarding agricultural 
improvement, the quality of the estate archives, and the remarkable absence of work on the 
management of the Petworth estate. The importance placed on estate improvement at 
Petworth probably accounts for the exceptional range and volume of sources available, 
which would most likely be absent from an estate that did not consider agricultural 
improvement to be important. The archives are so dense that no definitive history of 
Petworth has been written in the Victoria County History series, and there remains a 
considerable amount of material to be catalogued.  As with many great estate archives, the 
Petworth House Archives (hereafter PHA) contains a large amount of estate administration 
papers, many of which have not previously been examined in detail, which provide a 
valuable resource for understanding local historical processes and landscape changes.  
 
The second major source for this research is the Leconfield archive, held in Cockermouth 
Castle, which was consulted at Whitehaven Record Office in Cumbria, containing similar 
material relating to the management of the northern estate owned by the Wyndhams. The 
Leconfield documents contain extensive uncatalogued information on estate management 
and mineral workings as well as some later records on the Yorkshire estates.114 Material 
                                                 
114
 Whitehaven RO, Leconfield archives. For example, DLEC 21 0LQHUDOUHSRUW0HVVUV3HLOH¶V
report on collieries, iron ore and lead mines owned by Egremont in Cumberland, including sketches. 
Material on the Yorkshire estates included correspondence between the agent for the northern estates, 
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examined from this archive included eighteenth and nineteenth-century maps and surveys of 
WKH &XPEHUODQG HVWDWHV D VHOHFWLRQ RI FROOLHU\ DFFRXQWV HQFORVXUH SDSHUV DQG DJHQWV)?
correspondence. Manuscript sources on the Orchard Wyndham estate in Somerset, held at 
Taunton Record Office, were also briefly examined to gain a fuller picture of the Egremont 
estate.115 Research on the Yorkshire estates utilised material found in the Cumberland 
archives combined with Yorkshire material in the archives at Petworth. A thorough search on 
available material on these estates did not reveal extensive material based in any Yorkshire 
archives, although site visits to Leconfield near Beverley and to Spofforth near Wetherby and 
others provided valuable understandings of the landscape changes here. 
 
The Holland House manuscripts at the British Library provided a wealth of personal detail in 
the 172 letters from Lord Egremont to the third Baron Holland (1773-1840) and his wife 
Elizabeth Vassal (1771-1845) between 1802 and 1836, and proved particularly valuable due 
to the absence of personal correspondence from Egremont in the Petworth House 
Archives.116 Other manuscripts consulted at the British Library included correspondence with 
Robert Peel and Arthur Young.117 An examination of the personal bank accounts of 
Egremont and others connected to the estate and Egremont family in the Drummonds Bank 
                                                                                                                                          
William Clutton and J.M. Brydone at Petworth on the drainage at Wressle (East Riding) in the late 
1840s. Leconfield, DLEC Y7.6.9a-22a. 
115
 Taunton RO, Orchard Wyndham archives, including material on Somerset and Wiltshire. For 
example, Orchard Wyndham Box 101, DD\WY/101 Estate accounts. 
116
 London, British Library, Add Ms 51725 Holland House Papers, correspondence with Lord Holland 
(1802-1836). 
117
 London, British Library, Add Ms. 40401, f.269, 283, 287 (1830). Correspondence from Egremont to 
Robert Peel. Several other letters from Colonel Wyndham to Peel can also be found in this 
correspondence, 1841-1846. In particular, see Add Ms 40529, f.175-184 (1843) regarding Ireland.  
)RU(JUHPRQW¶VFRUUHVSRQGHQFHZLWK$UWKXU<oung: London, BL, Add. Ms.  35127 and 35128; see also 
WSRO, PHA 91.  
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Archives in London enabled some understanding of personal finances to complement estate 
account records.118 Printed contemporary correspondence and agricultural literature was 
also consulted for this study (see bibliography for pre 1900 publications).  
 
Most interesting, perhaps, of the smaller archive collections consulted was the 
correspondence from and to the geologist William Smith in the Oxford University Museum of 
Natural History.119 Other material consulted included correspondence (to and from 
Egremont) with the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and 
Commerce (RSA) in London, correspondence regarding John Claridge at Surrey History 
Centre and some papers of the old Board of Agriculture (1793-1822) at the Museum of 
English Rural Life.120  
 
Documents were selected from the respective archive catalogues due to the relevance of 
their content relating to estate management and improvement on the different estates during 
the given time period (1770 to 1860). Documents created by key figures such as land 
agents, surveyors, or other professionals were chosen, as was correspondence relating to 
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 Drummonds has an impressive extant archive. Annual customer ledgers have been microfilmed up 
until 1815, and can be viewed at the Royal Bank of Scotland London archives in Islington. From the 
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 54 
agriculture, mining, drainage, enclosure, navigation or turnpike construction. Letters from 
important correspondents including Arthur Young, Charlotte Smith and Sir Joseph Banks 
were also selected. Documents in the Petworth archives relating to estates in Yorkshire, 
Cumberland, Ireland, and Australia in the period were examined.  
 
The bulk of the selected material is from the Petworth archives due to the excellent collection 
there, and the centrality of this estate in the management of the wider estate during the 
research period. Documents from archives at Whitehaven, as well as additional manuscripts 
from London are intended to supplement the Petworth material, and provide a comparative 
framework. While selecting a smaller amount of material made from archive catalogues for 
Whitehaven, I attempted to make these samples representative of their archives. It is 
important to note here that most of the archives (with the exception of the British Library 
manuscripts) consulted did not contain folio references. I have attempted to identify 
documents with their date, summary of content, and the name of correspondents.  
 
3.4 Document analysis 
This study employed quantitative and qualitative data and analysis to examine how the 
Petworth landscape was viewed, experienced and constructed by social actors.121 
Qualitative research recognises the need for an in-depth approach, an interpretation of 
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 6 6PLWK µ4XDOLWDWLYH PHWKRGV¶ LQ 5- -RKQVWRQ ' *UHJRU\ * 3UDWW DQG 0 :DWWV HGV The 
dictionary of human geography, 4th edn (Oxford, 2000), pp.660-662. 
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positionality and power relations, and a contextual and interpretative understanding of estate 
landscapes.122 It is characterised by working scepticism; a commitment to close scrutiny of 
data; a focus on process; an appreciation for subjectivity and a tolerance for complexity.123 
Quantitative data analysis was used to a limited extent, particularly in assessing the impact 
of drainage improvements in chapter six, by the comparison of rental and survey data. 
 
The study combined aspects of grounded theory and textual analysis in order to provide 
theoretically grounded and politically aware research. Grounded theory is a general 
methodology for developing ideas that are grounded in data which is systematically gathered 
and analysed.124 In this approach, theory evolves during research through continuous 
comparisons and analysis. The development of theory through its interaction with the data is 
crucial to this thesis due to the iterative and unpredictable nature of archival research. 
Grounded theory involves asking generative concept-related questions, theoretical sampling 
and systematic coding procedures. It seeks multiple perspectives and interpretations and 
plausible explanations for data patterns that are the product of the data.125 
 
TexWXDO DQDO\VLV LQYROYHV D FORVH UHDGLQJ RI WH[WV DQG )‘PHGLDWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH IUDPHV RI
UHIHUHQFHRIWKHUHVHDUFKHUDQGWKRVHZKRSURGXFHGWKHWH[W)?126 The researcher attempts to 
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 J. Scott, A matter of record: documentary sources in social research (Cambridge, 1990), p.31. 
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find meanings by identifying the system of rules that structure the construction of the text.127 
This is achieved through an assessment of language, authorship and intertextuality. It is 
important to consider the production of the text and its intended uses, and the received 
content constructed by its audience. Ultimately, the interpretation of the meaning will derive 
IURP WKH UHVHDUFKHU)?V MXGJHPHQW WKDW WKLV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ )‘PDNHV VHQVH)? JLYHQ WKHLU
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH DXWKRU)?V VLWXDWLRQ DQG LQWHQWLRQV128 Duncan and Ley argue that the 
KLVWRULFDOPLQGUHJDUGVWKH)‘SURGXFWLRQRINQRZOHGJHas a dialogue between an active subject 
in the form of the individuality of the scholar and an external reality, but a reality not 
QHFHVVDULO\SRVVHVVHGRIDSULRURUGHURUSDWWHUQ)?129 The combination of methodological and 
theoretical approaches in this research is an attempt to examine texts with a theoretically 
open yet critical perspective. However, the indiscriminate nature of the survival of historical 
documents and document analysis mean that interpretation will always be partial and 
positioned, providLQJD)‘WHQWDWLYHDQGSURYLVLRQDOMXGJHPHQW)?RIWKHHYLGHQFe.130   
 
Transcripts of the documents were examined using textual and visual analysis techniques. 
As suggested by the analysis of correspondence networks (chapter 2.6, above), letters 
contain valuable material and are themselves evidence of the material connections between 
individuals and institutions. The Petworth documents examined were found to be in 
remarkably good condition, and often survive almost complete. However, even in a uniform 
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archive, assessments must be made regarding their continuity, completeness, and reliability. 
The position and purpose of different archive types, and the silences of sources such as 
PDSV PXVW EH DOVR FRQVLGHUHG 7KH OLPLWDWLRQV RI UHOLDQFH RQ DQ )‘HOLWH)? DUFKLYH FDQbe 
mitigated by the use of multiple archives, a commitment to examine countervailing accounts, 
and to test interpretations against others. Despite the relatively unsystematic nature of 
manuscript selection in archival research, this work takes from grounded theory an emphasis 
on continuous comparisons and analysis that lead to theorisation.131 The development of 
theory through its interaction with the data is crucial to this thesis due to the iterative, and 
unpredictable nature of archival research. 
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 58 
CHAPTER FOUR: 
EGREMONT, WYNDHAM AND THEIR ESTATES 
 
 
Chapter four introduces the Egremont estates, and gives a brief biography of the third Earl 
(1751-1837), and his son Colonel George Wyndham (1787-1869). It then proceeds to 
H[DPLQH(JUHPRQW)?VUHSXWDWLRQDVDQ agricultural improver. 
 
4.1 The Egremont estates 
*HRUJH2)?%ULHQ:\QGKDPWKLUGEarl of Egremont (1751-1837) owned over 110,000 acres in 
the West of England, Sussex, Cumberland, Yorkshire, and Ireland, with an estimated annual 
LQFRPHRIe (see Map one, below). Over 30,000 acres of this land was located near 
Petworth, situated on the River Rother in the south of the Low Weald in (West) Sussex, 40 
miles south-west of London. The estate, home of the Percys of Northumberland from the 
twelfth century, and the site of seventeenth-century Petworth House, had a powerful 
LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH DJULFXOWXUDO ODQGVFDSH 3HWZRUWK ZDV (JUHPRQW)?V PDLQ VHDW SULPDU\
residence and the central site from which the wider estate was managed during this period, 
which is known as WKH)‘*ROGHQ$JH)?RI3HWZRUWKGXHWRWKHORQJHYLW\DQGUHODWLYHVWDELOLW\RI
WKH (JUHPRQW)?V FRQWURO -1837). Egremont undertook a vast programme of land 
 59 
acquisition and rationalisation in Sussex through purchases, sales, exchange and 
enclosure.132 
 
FIGURE 2: MAP OF THE EGREMONT ESTATES IN ENGLISH COUNTIES, 1770-1860 
Caldbeck, Cumberland
Cockermouth, Cumberland
Egremont, Cumberland
Bondleigh, Devon
Orchard Wyndham, 
Somerset
Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Mere, Wilts
Mappowder, Dorset
Catton, N. Riding, Yorks
Topcliffe, N. Riding,Yorks
Wressle, E. Riding, Yorks
Leconfield, E. Riding, York
Thornton, E. Riding, Yorks
Spofforth, W. Riding, Yorks
Tadcaster, W. Riding, Yorks
Shortgrove, Essex
London
Godalming, Surrey
Coates, Sussex
Duncton, Sussex
Pallingham, Sussex
Petworth, Sussex
Tillingham, Sussex
 
Table one below is a summary of the acreage values for the Egremont estate in the late 
nineteenth century, which gives some indication of their extent and relative value. The 
Sussex and Yorkshire estates by the 1870s were by far the most valuable, while the most 
extensive, in Ireland, held the lowest value per acre. 
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TABLE 1: ACREAGE VALUES FOR THE EGREMONT ESTATES (1873), 
EXCLUDING SOMERSET133  
 ACREAGE % OF TOTAL 
 
Value  
per acre 
 
 
Sussex   (West) 
 
30,221 28 % e 
 
Yorkshire (North, East and West) 
 
24,773 23 % e 
 
Cumberland 
 
11,147 10 % e 
 
Ireland (Clare, Limerick, Tipperary) 
 
43,834 40 % e 
 
TOTAL 
 
109,975 100  
 
While the third Earl is known by historians primarily for his experiments in livestock breeding 
and the construction of canals in Sussex, he did not neglect the more profitable parts of his 
wider estate. This is particularly true for (JUHPRQW)?VODQGVLQ<RUNVKLre, consisting of 24,733 
acres in Wressle and Leconfield (East Riding), Catton and Seamer (North Riding), and 
Spofforth and Tadcaster (West Riding).134 The Yorkshire estates were part of the Percy 
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 7KHVHILJXUHVDUHFDOFXODWHGIURPDFUHDJHYDOXHVIURP%DWHPDQ¶VThe Great Landowners of Great 
Britain and Ireland (London, 1876, 1883) and from the Return of Owners of Land (1875). Lord 
/HFRQILHOG DV(JUHPRQW¶VKHLU RZQHG WKHTXDQWLWLHVRI ODQGVKRZQ LQ WKH WDEOH7KH ILJXUHVGRQRW
LQFOXGH WKH:\QGKDP IDPLO\¶V 6RPHUVHW HVWDWHV RI DURXQG  DFUHV ZKLFK ZHUH LQKHULWHG E\
EgrHPRQW¶V QHSKHZ *HRUJH )UDQFLV :\QGKDP -845), fourth earl of Egremont, whose title 
became extinct on his death. The total acreage listed in the 1873 survey is 109,935, although the total 
used to calculate the percentage of total is the sum of the listed acreages, 114,975. 
134
 The Yorkshire estate was situated mainly in the East Riding (54%), with less land in the North 
Riding (31%) and the West Riding (16%). It consisted of 24,733 acres, valued in 1873 at £31,019. 
Contemporary agricultural surveys for the East and North Ridings indicate that the estate lands were 
FKDUDFWHULVHGE\VRLOVRI µIHUWLOHFOD\H\ ORDP¶LQWKH&OHYHODQG6HDPHU+ROGHUQHVV/HFRQILHOGDQG
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estates which the second Earl of Egremont inherited in 1750, and were inherited by the third 
Earl, together with the Sussex and Cumberland estates in 1763. These Yorkshire estates 
were extensively reorganised by the London surveyor firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce from 
 'HVSLWH EHLQJ DQ )‘DEVHQWHH)? ODQGORUG (JUHPRQWVSHQW e EHWZHHQ  DQG
1812 on draining and fencing alone on this estate.135 (JUHPRQW)?VLQYHVWPHQWLQGUDLQDJHDQG
in coal speculation in Yorkshire, are examined in chapter six and nine of this study.  
 
The Egremont estate during the study period also consisted of land in Somerset and Devon, 
Cumberland and Ireland. The third Earl of Egremont was descended from Thomas Orchard 
who first obtained the family's lands at Orchard Wyndham, Williton in Somerset in 1287. In 
(JUHPRQW)?VJXDUGLDQVSUHVHnted a bill in the House of Lords to partition the Wiltshire 
and Somerset estates.136 The rental income for the Somerset estate in March 1783 was a 
PRGHUDWH e,611, and the estate around 15,000 acres.137 However, there is a significant 
political connection between the Wyndham family and Somerset, which often provided 
members of the family with a position in Parliament. The Orchard Wyndham estate was 
LQKHULWHG E\ (JUHPRQW)?V QHSKHZ *HRUJH )UDQFLV :\QGKDP -1845), fourth Earl of 
Egremont, whose title became extinct on his death.  
                                                                                                                                          
Howdenshire (Wressle) regions. H.E. Strickland, A General View of the Agriculture of the East-Riding 
of Yorkshire (1812, London); C. Howard, Report of the Farming of the East-Riding of Yorkshire (1848, 
York); J. Tuke, General View of the Agriculture of the North Riding of Yorkshire (1800, London). The 
Yorkshire rental was £19,443 in 1803, and in 1809 the Spofforth rental for this estate was £3,232. 
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 Wyndham, A family history. 
136
 Lords Journals, 35 (1776-S µ$Q$FW IRUFRQILUPLQJDSDUWLWLRQRIVHYHUDOHVWDWHV LQ WKH
counties of Wilts and Somerset, between the Hon Charles William Wyndham and other devisees of the 
Charles late earl of Egremont, deceased, and their issue, and Charles Marquis of Granby and 
&KDUORWWH&RXQWHVVRI$\OHVIRUG¶0DU 
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 WSRO, PHA 2849 $EVWUDFWRIUHQWVDQGSURILWVRI(JUHPRQW¶V6RPHUVHWHstate, (1782-1819). 
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The Cumberland estate was situated in the parishes of Egremont and Caldbeck and the 
borough of Cockermouth and VXUURXQGV DQG ZHUH SDVVHG RQ WR (JUHPRQW)?V VHFRQG VRQ
General Sir Henry Wyndham (1790-1860), for a life interest. They returned to Colonel 
Wyndham (by now Lord Leconfield) in 1860. Egremont, unlike the Lowthers and Curwens 
did not work his own coal, but rented them out. From the Broughton colliery alone, rents rose 
IURPeSHU\HDULQWReLQ,QWRWDl rental income from the Bolton, 
Aspatria, Broughton, Greysouthern and Dean Collieries ZDV e ZKLFK FRPSDUHG
favourably with that of the Curwen family, without capital expenditure or risk.138  
 
The Irish estates were inherited by Egremont in 1774 from his uncle, Percy Wyndham who 
had in turn inherited them from the Earl of Thomond on the condition that he assumed the 
QDPH2)?%ULHQ)? which Egremont subsequently did also. When Percy Wyndham inherited the 
Irish estates, they were encumbered by debts of over e:KHQEgremont inherited 
WKHSURSHUW\ODQGZRUWKeKDGDOUHDG\EHHQVROGWRZDUGVOLTXLGDWLQJWKLVGHEW139 The 
Irish estates were part of the ancestral home of the earls of Thomond, situated principally in 
Counties Clare (84 percent of total) and Limerick, as well as Tipperary and Carlow and 
FRQVLVWLQJRIDFUHV,Q&RORQHO:\QGKDP)?VVRQ+HQU\VHFRQG/RUG/HFRQILHOG
was the largest landowner in Clare, owning approximately five per cent of the County, valued 
DWe1HYHUWKHOHVVPRUH WKDQKDOIRI WKHHVWDWHZDVRXWVLGH WKH ODQGORUG)?VHIIHFWLYH
control and in the hands of tenants who sublet to cottiers at large profits. The estates appear 
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to have been primarily pastoral with some arable farming, although there is evidence of 
mining silver, lead and coal, the collection of seaweed and a small-scale flax industry.140  
 
Although there is little evidence to suggest that the Egremonts took much interest in their 
Clare estates until they were inherited by Colonel George Wyndham in 1837, the third Earl 
had initiated a set of surveys of the estates by Thomas Browne in 1777, and had undertaken 
significant estate rationalisation so that by the end of the eighteenth century yearly leases 
were removed, while the number of moribund holdings bringing in no return fell from twenty-
six to fifteen.141 Colonel Wyndham (cr. Lord Leconfield 1859) visited his estates in 1838 and 
1848, and had surveys drawn up by the agriculturalist J.F. Clark 1843, and 1849-1851, 
LQGLFDWLQJ D GHVLUH WR )‘LPSURYH)? DQG FRQVROLdate the estates by both landowners.142 James 
Crowe of Ennis (not to be confused with the Essex surveyor James Crow mentioned in 
chapter five) was employed as agent to Egremont in Ireland from 1770, and was succeeded 
by his son Thomas Crowe in 1801. The family retained the position until 1873.143 
Considerable improvements undertaken by Colonel Wyndham and his agents at a time of 
great hardship in Ireland include drainage and road works, the removal of middlemen and 
regulation of leases; and the development of Model farms where pupils were given 
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 WSRO, PHA 1716-1719 Copy letters to agents on the Irish estates (1806-1851); PHA 1126- 1127 
Memorandum books of instructions from Col. Wyndham (1838-1844); PHA 11970-11971 Costs for flax 
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 Thomas Browne (1702-1780), herald acted as a land surveyor for the 2nd Earl of Egremont, as well 
as for the Countess of Egremont during the 3rd HDUO¶VPLQRULW\$UHFHLSWIRU7KRPDV%URZQH¶VMRXUQH\
and survey of the Irish estates is dated 1777. WSRO, PHA 13722 (1757); PHA 6617 (1756-1772); 
PHA 13723 (1777). H.A. Wyndham, A family history,p.255. 
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 WSRO, PHA 11930-11944, Estate Administration, Ireland. Reports by J.F. Clark on Col. 
:\QGKDP¶V,ULVK(VWDWHV843, 1849-1851).  
143
 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.256. James Crowe of Ennis was agent for the Irish estates from 
1770, and was succeeded by Thomas Crowe (1801), and by subsequent generations (often called 
Thomas) until 1873. Crowe received instructions regarding the Irish property in WSRO, PHA 8621. 
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accommodation and a small wage.144 Wyndham and his former tutor the Reverend Thomas 
Sockett also oversaw the work of the Ennis Emigration Committee in assisting the emigration 
of 1,505 inhabitants of the Irish estates to Canada between 1839 and 1847.145  
 
In 1838 Colonel Wyndham purchased 960 acres of land in the province of South Australia at 
WKHFRVWRIeDQDFUH146 Chapter seven will examine this land speculation, the difficulties of 
estate management and land improvement overseas, as well as the limited assisted 
emigration to Australia.  
 
4.2 *HRUJH2)?%ULHQ:\QGKDPWKLUGEarl of Egremont (1751-1837):   
            A biographical account to 1794 
 
The baptism of George Wyndham, first son of Charles, second Earl of Egremont (1710-
1763) and his wife Alicia Maria Carpenter (1729?-1794) was held on the ninth of January 
1752, at the parliamentary church of St Margaret, Westminster.147 King George II acted as 
sponsor to the three-week-old baby, and the event elicited an observation in the 
correspondence of Horace Walpole, who noted that the other sponsors were the Duchess 
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 WSRO, PHA 355-356 Disbursements in Ireland (1819-1838); WSRO, PHA 4472-4591 Estate 
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'RZDJHU RI 6RPHUVHW DQG )?LI KH LV DEOH WR VWDQG)? WKH (DUO RI *UDQYLOOH148 While the 
selection of King George and the Earl of Granville may have been political, the inclusion of 
the Duchess of Somerset was a recognition of the connection that had recently provided this 
family with its wealth and status;149 WKH VL[WK 'XNH RI 6RPHUVHW ZDV &KDUOHV :\QGKDP)?V
maternal grandfather, and Wyndham had succeeded as Earl of Egremont and Baron 
Cockermouth from his uncle, the seventh Duke of Somerset, in 1750. Vast estates in 
Sussex, Yorkshire, Cumberland and the west of England accompanied these titles. On his 
death in 1763, the second Earl was believed to have left an annual income RIeDQGD
IRUWXQHRIeLQFDVK 
 
7KH FHOHEUDWLRQ RI *HRUJH :\QGKDP)?V EDSWLVP ZDV D GHPRQVWUDWLRQ RI WKH JUHDW SROLWLFDO
DQG VRFLDO VWDQGLQJ RI KLV IDPLO\ 7KH FKLOG)?V SDWHUQDO JUDQGIDWKHU 6LU :LOOLDP :\QGKDP
(c.1688-1740), was a Tory opposition leader and Chancellor of the Exchequer who had been 
LPSULVRQHGLQWKH7RZHUIRUKLVVXSSRUWRIWKH3UHWHQGHULQ+RZHYHU*HRUJH)?VIDWKHU
despite being the son of a Jacobite, successfully integrated himself into the Hanoverian 
establishment, supporting the Whig Government and Earl Granville. While Charles 
                                                 
148
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Charlotte Finch (d.1773), who married Charles 6th Duke of Somerset (1662-1748) in his sixties; and 
Frances Thynne (1699-1754) who married his son Algernon Seymour, Earl of Hertford and 7th duke of 
Somerset (1684-LQ7KHODWWHULVWKHPRUHOLNHO\DVLWZDVE\KHUKXVEDQG¶VGHDWKWKDWWKH
Egremont estates and title were passed to Charles Wyndham. She had also been a lady of the 
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Wyndham had limited political abilities, the marriage of his sister Elizabeth Wyndham to 
George Grenville (1712-1770) in 1749 established links with Lord Temple, and, more 
distantly, with William Pitt, and propelled Egremont into higher political spheres: entering the 
Lords, acting as Lord Lieutenant for both Sussex and Cumberland, and gaining ministerial 
responsibility. In 1761 Charles was made Secretary of State for the Southern Department, a 
position he retained until his sudden death in 1763. 
 
FIGURE 3: WYNDHAM FAMILY TREE c.1600-1900, IDENTIFYING OWNERS OF 
PETWORTH IN BOLD 
 
 
 
 
 67 
*HRUJH :\QGKDP)?V PRWKHU $OLFLD 0DULD DOVR KDG D SROLWLFDO LQKHULWDQFH $ UHQRZQHG
beauty, and sister to the first Earl of Tyrconnel, she was the daughter of Baron Carpenter 
(1695-1749), M.P. and Fellow of the Royal Society, whose own father had been Governor of 
Minorca and Commander in Chief in Scotland. 5HIOHFWLQJKHUKXVEDQG)?VULVHLQSROLWLFV$OLFLD
was made lady of the bedchamber in 1761. Together with her brother-in-law the Earl of 
7KRPRQG VKH UHWDLQHG FRQWURO RYHU WKH (JUHPRQW HVWDWHV GXULQJ KHU VRQ)?V PLQRULW\ DQG
PXVWKDYHKDGDVLJQLILFDQWLQIOXHQFHRQ*HRUJHDQGKLVVLEOLQJV)?FKLOGKRRG150  
 
Between the ages of six and eight, George Wyndham (styled Lord Cockermouth) was 
HGXFDWHG DW WKH H[FOXVLYH 3DPSHOORQH)?V VFKRRO UXQ E\ D )UHQFKPDQ RI WKDW QDPH LQ
Wandsworth, London, where his classmates included Charles James Fox, Lord Ilchester, the 
Duke of Leinster and other aristocratic children, as well as Coke of Norfolk.151 Reminiscing 
over sixty years later, Egremont did not remember whether his cousins the Grenvilles were 
DWWKHVFKRRODVKH)?VDZVRPXFKRIWKHPLQHDUO\\RXWKWKDW,GRQRWGLVWLQJXLVKEHWZHHQ
home anGVFKRRO)?LQGLFDWLQJWKHLQWLPDF\EHWZHHQWKHVHWZRSROLWLFDOIDPLOLHV152 Wyndham 
attended Westminster school with similarly distinguished classmates, and was there when 
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 *HRUJH¶VJXDUGLDQV LQFOXGHGKLVPRWKHUDQGKHUEURWKHU-in-ODZ3HUF\:\QGKDP2¶%ULHQ(DUORI
Thomond (c.1723-1774). An Act to empower the guardians of George Earl of Egremont to make leases 
on his estate was passed in 1764 (4 Geo. 3, c.69). 
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 L.G. Mitchell, 1997 Charles James Fox (London, 1997), p.6; A.M.W. Stirling, Coke of Norfolk and 
his friends. The life of Thomas William Coke, first earl of Leicester of Holkham (London, 1912), p.48. 
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 London, BL Add Ms. 47591, f.38 Lord Egremont to Lord Holland, 26 Jan 1820. George Grenville 
and his wife Elizabeth Wyndham had four sons and five daughters. The fourth son, William Wyndham 
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George III became King.153 At the age of eleven, on the sudden death of his father, he 
succeeded as third Earl of Egremont and baron Cockermouth, with its extensive estates, 
property (centred on Petworth House) and a vast collection of pictures and sculpture 
collected there. Four years later, Egremont left Westminster school and matriculated into 
&KULVW&KXUFK2[IRUGKLV IDWKHU)?VFROOHJHDQGKLV IDWKHU)?VEHIRUH WKDW ,Q WKHVDPH
\HDU(JUHPRQW)?VPRWKHUPDUULHG+DQV0RULW]&RXQWYRQ%U¾KOWKHIRUHLJQPLQLVWHUIURPWKH
Elector of Saxony.154 9RQ%U¾KOVKDUHGDQLQWHUHVWLQVFLHQFHDQGWHchnology with his step-
son, and left him a number of scientific and astronomical apparatus in his will. On her death 
in 1794, Alicia Maria placed the interests of her new family with Egremont.155  
 
,Q(JUHPRQWDGRSWHGWKHQDPH2)?%ULHQRQWKHLQKHULWDQFe of the vast Irish Thomond 
estates in Clare, Limerick, Tipperary and Carlow from his uncle Percy Wyndham. 156 The 
)DULQJWRQ'LDU\UHFRUGVWKDW3HUF\KDGLQWHQGHGWRPDNH(JUHPRQW)?V\RXQJHUEURWKHUDOVR
Percy, his heir, but that he died suddenly and had not PDGHDZLOOVRWKDW)‘WKHZKROHRIKLV
HVWDWHV GHYROYHG WR WKH SUHVHQW (DUO RI (JUHPRQW)? (JUHPRQW )‘YHU\ QREO\ JDYH KLV EURWKHU
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 WSRO, PHA 54 Letters to Egremont from Alicia Countess of Egremont, and Von Bruhl family, 
1794-c.1829.  
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 WSRO, PHA 54. 
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 Percy Wyndham (b.?1723-d.1774) inherited the estates of the late earl of Thomond (the husband of 
KLVPRWKHU¶VVLVWHULQDQGDVVXPHGXQGHUKLVZLOOWKHQDPH2¶%ULHQ 
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Percy the house and [900 acre] estate at Aldborough in Suffolk, where Lord Thomond had 
OLYHG)?ZKLFK3HUF\WKHQVROG157  
 
The young earl took two grand tours to Europe between 1770 and 1772, visiting Dresden, 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, as well as Venice and Paris. Egremont appears to have resided for 
VRPH WLPH DW 'UHVGHQ DQG 9LHQQD ZLWK &RXQW YRQ %U¾KO DQG WR KDYH )‘VSHQW D SRUWLRQ RI 
DOPRVWHYHU\GD\LQWKHUHQRZQHGJDOOHULHVRIWKRVHFLWLHV)?158 This northern tour was different 
IURP(JUHPRQW)?Vfather)?s, who studied in Paris, and then visited Turin, Genoa, Milan, Padua, 
Venice, Rome, Naples and Florence for two years from 1729.159 In Paris, the younger 
Egremont acquired a reputation as a man of fashion in both apparel, and behaviour.160  In a 
later letter to the third Baron Holland (1773-1840), Egremont described the society into which 
he entered as a young man: 
)‘When I came into what is called the world Voltaire and Rousseau were both alive 
and their art and their doctrines engrossed the attention of everybody and not a day 
passed without hearing their names talked of either with admiration or censure; and 
added to this everything in fashionable life, dress, food, amusement, morals, and 
manners, all must be French...)?161 
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:KLOH KLV VFKRRO IULHQG &KDUOHV -DPHV )R[ ZDV HPDQFLSDWHG IURP WKH )‘JDOOLF W\UDQQ\)? RI
PDQQHUV (JUHPRQW UHPDLQHG FDSWLYDWHG E\ WKHP ZKLFK LQ KLQGVLJKW )‘ZDV YHU\
inconvenient as well as ridiculously expensive in point of dress and very troublesome in 
PDQ\ RWKHU ZD\V)?162 Egremont House in Piccadilly became a meeting place of the 
Macaronis, and the Morning Herald declared in 1782 the chief interest of this young man of 
fashion WR EH )‘6WUHHW ULGLQJ)?163 Extravagance on the Continent was reflected on the home 
estate at Petworth, too.164 The impractical liveries selected by Egremont for his servants in 
JOHHIXOO\GHVFULEHGE\+RUDFH:DOSROH)?WKHSRVWLOLRQVKDYHZKLWHMDFNHWVWULmmed with 
PXVOLQDQGFOHDQRQHVHYHU\WZRGD\V)?ZHUHYHU\GLIIHUHQWWRWKRVHGHVFULEHGE\Thomas 
&UHHYH\RYHUILIW\\HDUVODWHUDV)‘H[WUHPHO\SODLQ)?165  
 
Both Mary Coke and Horace Walpole record the wild speculation surrounding the potential 
marriage partners of such an eligible bachelor. In the summer of 1774 Egremont was 
connected with Lady Barrymore, although he returned to Paris again that year.166 In 1780, 
the Earl earned the bitter reproach of Horace Walpole when he called off his engagement to 
the wrLWHU)?VQLHFH/DG\0DULD:DOGHJUDYH%HIRUH LWVFHVVDWLRQ:DOSROHGHVFULEHGKLPDW
twenty-HLJKW DV )‘KDQGVRPH)? ZLWK )‘EHWZHHQ  DQG  D\H U)? $IWHU FHOHEUDWLQJ DW
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&5RZHOOµ:\QGKDP¶,QWHUHVWLQJO\:\QGKDPDOOHJHVWKDW(JUHPRQWQHLWKHUGUDQN
nor gambled; the latter could be confirmed in further research by reference to manuscripts held by 
%URRNV¶VFOXE 
164
 0DU\&RNHUHSRUWHGUXPRXUVRI(JUHPRQWµKDYLQJGUDZQIRUSRXQGVVLQFHKHKDVEHHQLQ
)UDQFH¶LQThe letters and journals of Lady Mary Coke. Vols 1-4, 1756-1774 (Bath, 1970), vol 4, 
p. 133. See also The GentlemDQ¶V0DJD]LQH (1794), 64 p.579. 
165
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Ranelagh gardens (an intimidating experience with the Waldegrave family so closely related 
to the Royals), the engagement was broken-RII DQG :DOSROH)?V DOWHUHG RSLQLRQ ZDV RI )‘D
PRVW ZRUWKOHVV \RXQJ IHOORZ)? )‘ZHDN DQG LUUHVROXWH)? ZKR KDG )‘GUDZQ XQLYHUVDO RGLXP RQ
KLPVHOI)?167 However, an alternative account in the Glenbervie Journals suggest that 
(JUHPRQW)?V )‘FRQGXFW RQ WKDW RFFDVLRQ ZDV WUXO\ JHQHURXV IRU KH VXEPLWWHG WR XQLYHUVDO
FHQVXUH UDWKHU WKDQ H[SRVH KHU)?168 7KH YDULRXV UHDVRQV JLYHQ IRU (JUHPRQW)?V IDLOXUH WR
marry Maria Waldegrave given by contemporaries include: the poor behaviour of Maria, her 
VLVWHUVDQG LQ SDUWLFXODU KHUPRWKHU WKHKLJKFRVWRI0DULD)?VDOORZDQFHGHPDQGHG E\ WKH
:DOGHJUDYHVDQGPRVWFRPPRQO\(JUHPRQW)?VVK\QHVV+RZHYHU:DOSROHVDZ(JUHPRQW)?V
behaviour as a demonstration of the influence of his mistress, ElizabeWK/DPEQ«H0LOEDQNH
(bap.1751-d.1818).  
 
Elizabeth, Lady Melbourne was the wife of Sir Peniston Lamb (1745)?1828), a landowner in 
Derbyshire and Hertfordshire, an MP and from 1770 an Irish peer as first Baron Melbourne 
(Viscount Melbourne from 1781). AccoUGLQJWR:DOSROH&RNHDQGRWKHUV(JUHPRQW)?VOLDLVRQ
with her was believed to have produced one future prime minister, the politician William 
Lamb (later second Viscount Melbourne) and the wife of another, Lady Palmerston.169 
Egremont certainly took an inteUHVWLQ:LOOLDP)?VHGXFDWLRQDQGFDUHHUDQGKLVDQGKLVVLVWHU)?V
SRUWUDLWVZHUHKXQJDW(JUHPRQWKRXVH LQ%ULJKWRQZKLOH:LOOLDPPDGHXVHRI(JUHPRQW)?V
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box at the Opera. Egremont was a constant guest at Melbourne House, and William had 
fond memories of gambolling in Petworth Park. Later William visited the elderly Egremont to 
be teased for his Radicalism.170  
 
(JUHPRQW)?VRWKHUPLVWUHVVHVLQFOXGHG(OL]DEHWK)R[DOLDV&UROF-1840), who was also 
at one time the mistress of the Prince Regent.171 From about 1786, Egremont began a long 
term association with the young Elizabeth Ilive (c.1770-1822), who was reputed to have 
been the daughter of a librarian at Westminster School, or the daughter of a Devon farmer. 
(OL]DEHWK OLYHG DW 3HWZRUWK DV )‘0UV :\QGKDP)? IURPabout 1789, after the birth of her first 
child, George Wyndham. She had a further seven children by Egremont, the last, born after 
her parents married in July 1801, died in infancy. There was a permanent separation in this 
marriage from 1803.172  
 
4.3 EgremoQW)?VPRYHWR3HWZRUWK 
Thus far this chapter has given a brief portrait of a wealthy aristocrat, with familial and social 
FRQQHFWLRQVZLWK WKHKLJKHVWHFKHORQVRI(QJOLVKVRFLHW\ ,Q(JUHPRQW)?VPRWKHU WKH
Countess Dowager, died, and in the same year Egremont at the age of 43 moved more 
permanently to Petworth. $XFWLRQLQJPDQ\RIKLVIDWKHU)?VSDLQWLQJVKHVROG(JUHPRQW+RXVH
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in Piccadilly and purchased a smaller London property at Grosvenor Place near Hyde Park 
corner.173 Egremont also retained his house in Brighton, East Lodge.174 Contemporary 
accounts testify to (JUHPRQW)?VDSSDUHQWVK\QHVVDQGWRhis dislike of the trappings of high 
social position. Egremont repeatedly refused the Garter, and showed a remarkable lack of 
concern with the illegitimacy of his children.175 It has also been suggested that Egremont 
was personally and politically out of sympathy with the Pitt regime which entered government 
in 1784.176 While Egremont did not take an active role in politics, Charles James Fox is 
known to have said of him in his late twenties, that though he had no experience in business, 
and had never been in office, he would rather take his judgment on the [East] India Bill 
(1783) than that of most other men he knew.177 Lord Auckland claimed in 1797 that Lord 
Egremont had  
)‘EHFRPH D PRVW XVHIXO FKDUDFWHU LQ KLV FRXQWU\ 	LV H[HUFLVLQJ KLV PLQG 	 KLV
property in a way that does more good to mankind than all the politicks [sic] & 
SUHWHQGHGSKLORVRSKHUVDUHFDSDEOHRIGRLQJ)?178 
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Egremont was alleged to have inherited the Wyndham tradition for oratory, and Charles 
Greville believed that had he chosen he might have taken a conspicuous part in politics.179 
:LWKDJH(JUHPRQW)?VSROLWLFVEHFDPHPRUHFRQVHUYDWLYH,QWKHVSOLWLQWKH:KLJ3DUW\
over the French RevoOXWLRQ RFFXUUHG DQG (JUHPRQW FURVVHG RYHU WR VXSSRUW 3LWW)?V
proclamations against wicked and seditious writings.180 As his anonymous obituary in the 
*HQWOHPHQ)?V0DJD]LQHUHFRUGV 
)‘:LWKRXW WDNLQJ D YHU\ SURPLQHQW SDUW LQ WKH GLVFXVVLRQV RI WKDW EUDQFK of the 
legislature of which he was a member, his Lordship always enjoyed much political 
consideration. In times of pressure and peril, his purse, his example, and his 
exertions were nobly devoted to the cause of his country. Always liberal in his 
opinions, he, nevertheless, gave his support to the illustrious William Pitt; and when 
it was deemed necessary to arm against the threatened aggression of France, he 
came forward with alacrity; and his nervous, soul-stirring eloquence, at the public 
meetings of the period, are not yet forgotten. At that crisis his Lordship raised, and 
placed himself at the head of, one of those bodies of British volunteers, in whose 
imposing force and attitude  the Nation probably found its safety at the hour of need, 
and its ultimaWHWULXPSKDWWKHFORVHRIDVWUXJJOHRIXQH[DPSOHGVHYHULW\)?181 
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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 T. Creevey, 18 Aug 1828 in The Creevey papers; P.A.L. Vine, /RQGRQ¶VORVWURXWH, pp.11-12. 
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Whatever the reasons for the relocation, despite the move to Sussex, it was not the case 
that Egremont lived in obscurity. He famously kept an extravagantly open house, which was 
frequented by numerous artists and other visitors from the social scene in London which he 
had left behind.182 It was also the case that his connections, albeit maintained more by letter, 
were as strong as ever. He remained a close friend of the Prince of Wales, being a constant 
companion to the Prince on his visits to Brighton in 1796 and 1803, and was still involved in 
royal intrigue as late as 1831.183 He also continued to correspond with a diverse range of 
well-connected figures including the Duchess of Devonshire, Sir Joseph Banks (of which 
more below) and William Cobbett.184 Egremont visited Paris in the short-lived peace of July 
1802. ,Q  DIWHU 1DSROHRQ)?V DEGLFDWLRQhe received the Prince Regent, the Tsar of 
Russia and the King of Prussia at Petworth; while in 1814 Egremont hosted the Prince 
Regent accompanied by the King of France.185 
 
4.4 George Wyndham, 1st Baron Leconfield 
When compared to the wealth of biographical information available for his father, very little is 
positively known about Colonel George Wyndham (1787-1869). Born in June 1787 as the 
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illegitimate eldest son of the third Earl, and his mistress Elizabeth Ilive, he attended Midhurst 
Grammar School, and Christ Church Oxford. He was a midshipman in the Royal Navy, 
before serving in the Army from the age of 15, and attained the rank of Colonel aged 30.  His 
parents were married in 1801 but had no sons after their marriage. Wyndham inherited the 
unentailed Egremont estates in Sussex, Ireland and Yorkshire after the death of his father, 
while his brother Henry (1790-1860), KCB, MP inherited the Cumberland estate. The 
earldom of Egremont became extinct on the death of (JUHPRQW)?V QHSKHZ, also George 
Wyndham, in 1845.186  
 
Colonel Wyndham was a Member of Parliament for West Sussex, and in 1859 he was raised 
to the peerage as Baron Leconfield. Wyndham had served in the West Indies and in 
Germany, Spain and much of the Mediterranean during the Napoleonic wars (1803-1815), 
although without the success of his brother Henry, a General who fought at Waterloo, where 
he almost captured Jerome Bonaparte. Colonel Wyndham married Mary Fanny Blunt 
(d.1863), daughter of Reverend William Blunt of Crabbet, Sussex in 1815, and had ten 
children. He died in March 1869, aged 81, and was succeeded in the barony by his eldest 
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son Henry. His second son the Hon. Percy Scawen Wyndham was the father of the politician 
and man of letters George Wyndham.187 
 
 
4.5 Egremont as an Improving Landowner? 
Egremont was a renowned agricultural improver who was offered the post of President of the 
Board of Agriculture in 1798 and was described by the historian Mark Anthony Lower in 1865 
DV )‘RQH RI WKH IDWKHUV RI PRGHUQ (QJOLVK DJULFXOWXUH)?188 Contemporary agricultural 
FRPPHQWDWRUV UHFRUGHG WKH (DUO)?V LQWHUHVW DQG HQWKXVLDVP IRU DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW
:LOOLDP0DUVKDOO GHVFULEHG (JUHPRQW)?V )‘SDWULRWLVPDQGEHQHYROHQFH)? WKDW IORZHG )‘LQ
HYHU\ GLUHFWLRQ)? DQG KLV )‘WUXO\ QREOH DQG SDWULRWLFH[HUWLRQV)? LQ WKH VHOHFWLYH EUHHGLQJ RI
livestock.189 Similarly, in his 1813 report on the agriculture of Sussex, the Reverend Arthur 
<RXQJ VRQ RI WKH UHQRZQHG DJULFXOWXUDO REVHUYHU GHVFULEHG (JUHPRQW)?V HVWDWHV DV
)‘FRQGXFWHG XSRQ D JUHDW VFDOH LQ WKH KLJKHVW VW\OHRI LPSURYHPHQW)?190 Reverend Young 
depicted Egremont as a conscientious and benevolent landlord, providing incentives for 
agricultural improvement through patronage of the Sussex Agricultural Society, established 
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in 1797 and in his role at the Royal Society and Board of Agriculture.191 In 1803 Egremont 
raised and commanded the Petworth volunteers. He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
Sussex in November 1819 and held this office for sixteen years; resigning the position due to 
infirmity.192 Egremont presented two petitions for Sussex and Yorkshire to the House of 
Lords regarding the distress of the counties in March 1816.193 
 
Both Egremont and Colonel Wyndham maintained an implacable opposition to the imposition 
RIWKH1HZ3RRU/DZUHJXODWLRQVSUHIHUULQJWRWDFNOHWKH)‘VXSHUDEXQGDQW)?SRSXODWLRQ
attracted to Petworth with rent concessions, property maintenance, public works, and the  
funding of an assisted emigration scheme that enabled 1,800 poor tenants to emigrate from 
Sussex to Upper Canada between 1832 and 1837.194 This scheme was later extended by 
:\QGKDPWRDQDVVLVWHGHPLJUDWLRQVFKHPHIURPWKHIDPLO\)?V,ULsh estates, and also to the 
purchase and attempted management of land in South Australia in 1838, examined in 
chapter seven.195  
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(JUHPRQW)?VHQWKXVLDVPIRUUXUDOGHYHORSPHQWFDQEHWUDFHGLQWKLUW\\HDUV)?FRUUHVSRQGHQFH
with Arthur Young (1741-1820) from the 1790s.196 These letters contain comments on the 
values of various breeds of cattle, pigs, and sheep; on the uses of animal products such as 
lamb skins to make gloves (about which Egremont also corresponded with the Royal Society 
of Arts).197 Other letters discuss mechanical and scientific equipment, designs for barns, 
cottages and piggeries, as well as general enclosure, Corn Laws, tythes, the state of the 
nation and the rural poor. Young and Egremont also corresponded about the drainage of 
(JUHPRQW)?V<RUNVKLUe estate (see chapter sixDQG(JUHPRQW)?VSDWURQDJHRI WKH5HYHUHQG
<RXQJ)?VFDUHHU%RWK(JUHPRQWDQGKLVPLVWUHVV(OL]DEHWK,OLYHGSXEOLVKHGUHSRUWVRI
DJULFXOWXUDOH[SHULPHQWVLQ<RXQJ)?VAnnals of Agriculture, the latter anonymously.198  
 
<RXQJ)?Vinsistence that Egremont take the position of President of the Board of Agriculture in 
1798 was apparently supported by Sir Joseph Banks (1743-1820), although the role was 
refused by Egremont.199 Banks had been in correspondence with the Earl from 1791 
regarGLQJ%ULWLVKDQGIRUHLJQZRROVWKHNLQJ)?VJLIWVRIPHULQRVVKHHSEUHHGLQJH[SHULPHQWV
WKH DFWLYLWLHV RI WKH %RDUG RI $JULFXOWXUH DQG (JUHPRQW)?V RZQ DGPLVVLRQ LQWR WKH 5R\DO
Society in 1797.200 Egremont also corresponded with the scientist Samuel More, secretary of 
the Royal Society of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce after the mineral cobalt was 
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identified in Cumberland, and with Charles Greville and Charles Hatchett regarding the coal 
speculation in Yorkshire (see chapter nine).201 7KLV)‘VFLHQWLILF)?FRUUHVSondence is in contrast 
to that between Egremont and John Holroyd (1735-1821), later Earl of Sheffield, and the 
eventual President of the Board of Agriculture in 1798. Sheffield wrote at length to Egremont 
regarding the state of agriculture and the wider governance of Sussex, and more generally 
regarding the representation of agricultural interests in parliament, between 1794 and 
1820.202  
 
(JUHPRQW)?V LQYHVWPHQWDQGFKDLUPDQVKLSRI WKH:H\5RWKHUDQG$UXQULYHUQDYLJDWLRQV LQ
Sussex provided extensive employment, boosted local economies, and provided an 
DFFHVVLEOHURXWHWR/RQGRQPDUNHWV(JUHPRQW)?V ODQGDJHQWVSOD\HGDQRWKHULQIOXHQWLDOUROH
in the legal and political negotiations for the preparation and procession of navigation bills 
through Parliament.  
 
The 1791 Rother Navigation Act authorised the improvement of the Western Rother to 
0LGKXUVWDQGHQDEOHG)‘KLV/RUGVKLSDWKLVRZQVROHH[SHQVHWRPDNHWKH5RWKHUQDYLJDEOH
from its junction with the Arun, as far as Midhurst; and by a collateral branch to 
HDVOLQJERXUQH ZLWKLQ KDOI D PLOH RI 3HWZRUWK)?203 This provided a navigable river from 
Midhurst to the river Arun, which had been improved in 1732, creating a direct cut to the sea 
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at Littlehampton, and enabling the efficient transportation of agricultural produce, chalk and 
other commercial products. This small-scale navigation assisted with the supply of coal and 
OLPHDQGH[SRUWLQJOHDGFRUQWLPEHUDQG3HWZRUWKPDUEOHFRVWLQJeLQ204  
 
Egremont also sponsored the Adur navigation (1806), and the Chichester, Arun and 
Portsmouth canals (1823) with the eventual aim of connecting West Sussex with London.205 
However, this immense task was never achieved due to the cost and difficulty of such a 
project, and the declining interest in canals following the restoration of peace in 1815 that 
had removed the immediate need for an inland water-URXWHWR/RQGRQ(JUHPRQW)?VLQWHUHVWLQ
WKHLPSURYHPHQWRIQDYLJDWLRQLVLOOXVWUDWHGE\-0:7XUQHU)?VSDLQWLQJVRIChichester Canal 
(c.1828-30)  and Brighton from the Sea (c1828-30). These were commissioned for Petworth 
House and displayed there alongside two images of the Park, and represent the values of 
DJULFXOWXUDOLPSURYHPHQWDQGWKH(DUO)?VSDWULRWLVPDQGEHQHYROHQFH206  
 
(JUHPRQW)?V LQWHUHVW LQULYHUDQGFDQDOQHWZorks, however, was not purely idealistic, but the 
result of careful, although ultimately unsustainable, financial projections. This careful 
FDOFXODWLRQLVHYLGHQWLQ:LOOLDP7\OHU)?VFRUUHVSRQGHQFHUHJDUGLQJWKH)‘PDWHULDODGYDQWDJH)?RI
navigation for the transport of chalk, and the collation of knowledge regarding trade, costs, 
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and the political hurdles necessary before navigation could take place.207 Nonetheless, 
Chichester Canal, which was completed in 1822 as part of the Portsmouth and Arundel 
Canal, lost Egremont DW OHDVW e DQG ZDV XQSURILWDEOH IURP LWV RSHQLQJ (JUHPRQW
withdrew from the company in 1826, but still commissioned the picture from Turner.208 The 
development of railways from 1840 dealt a further blow to Sussex waterways, leaving only 
the Chichester canal active by the 1870s.209 
 
The condition of roads, too, underwent significant improvement with the construction of 
turnpike roads in Sussex from 1749. The poor condition of roads at mid century had 
SURPSWHG :DOSROH WR H[FODLP )‘,I \RX ORYH JRRG Uoads, good inns, plenty of postillions and 
KRUVHVEHVRNLQGDVQHYHUWRJRWR6XVVH[)?.210 However, road improvements should not be 
overstated; only 22 percent were turnpiked by 1837, and many local roads outside Petworth 
remained inadequate, while road improvements, like navigation, were overtaken by the 
railway age. 211 
 
In summary, Egremont appears to have been knowledgeable and well informed about his 
estates, and to have had a genuine concern for his tenants.212 It was in the area of food 
crops that Egremont was able to act as a philanthropic landlord. Petworth Park provided 
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valuable medicinal plants such as rhubarb and opium, which may have been used by a 
doctor employed by Egremont for ensuring the health of tenants and employees.213 
Following the example of the Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor, Egremont 
experimented with the composition of bread and with bread substitutes such as potatoes and 
rice to provide sustenance during times of hardship.214 The enthusiasm and experiments of 
Sir John Sinclair and Sir Joseph Banks on the cultivation of potatoes resulted in the 
SXEOLFDWLRQ RI WKH %RDUG RI $JULFXOWXUH)?VHints Respecting the Cultivation and the Use of 
Potatoes DWD WLPH RIJUHDW VFDUFLW\ DQGDEHOLHI WKDWSRWDWRHVZHUH )‘WKHPHDQVRI
savLQJWKLVFRXQWU\IURPWKHULVNRIIDPLQH)?215  
 
Although potatoes were not uncommon during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, 
Egremont consumed them, together with brown bread at his own table.216 Egremont held an 
interest in cloth making, possibly to provide cheap clothing for the poor, and found 
employment for poor labourers during periods of agricultural depression.217 (JUHPRQW)?V
investment in smallpox inoculation, and the construction of almshouses, schools, hospitals 
DQGSULVRQVOHGWRWKHODQGRZQHU)?Vreputation for philanthropy. He was said by the historian 
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SDULVKHV JUDWLV¶ 5HYG $ <RXQJ General view of Sussex, p.448. WSRO, PHA 12013 µ0HGLFDO
assistance is given to all the members of his lordships large establishment and those of his tenants and 
work people whom he may direct to be medically rHOLHYHG¶$SULO 
214
 WSRO, PHA 8849  Society for bettering the condition of the poor, Extract from an account of what it 
is doing to diminish the present scarcity and to restore plenty in this country, 1800; PHA 12009. 
215
 Sir John Sinclair to George III, 1795. Quoted in J. Gascoigne, Joseph Banks and the English 
Enlightenment: Useful knowledge and polite culture (Cambridge, 1994), p193; A. Aspinall (ed.), The 
later Correspondence of George III, II (Cambridge, 1962-70), p.405. 
216
 WSRO, PHA 8540, and PHA 8649 Correspondence regarding food sent to London from Petworth. 
Revd. A. Young, General View of Sussex, p.95. 
217
 WSRO, PHA 2681;  PHA 8557.  
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M.A. Lower WRKDYH )‘VSHQW LQ WKHFRXUVHRIVL[W\\HDUV LQDFWVRIFKDULW\DQG OLEHUDOLW\ WKH
HQRUPRXV VXP RI RQH PLOOLRQ WZR KXQGUHG WKRXVDQG SRXQGV RU DERXW e SHU
DQQXP)?218 This generosity mXVW EH VHHQ LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI ULVLQJ GLVSOD\V RI )‘SDWULRWLF
HQGHDYRXU)?DPRQJVW WKH ODQGHGHOLWHGXULQJ WKHZDUSHULRGDVDULVWRFUDWVZHUH IDFHGZLWK
the dual threats of invasion by revolutionary France and internal revolution.219 
 
Nevertheless, it seems that Egremont was sometimes frustrated with the slow progress of 
agricultural improvement, and the apparent unwillingness of some tenants to adopt new 
DJULFXOWXUDOWHFKQLTXHVGHVSLWHWKHSUREDEOHHFRQRPLFJDLQVWKDWZRXOGDFFUXHWRWKHP)‘+LV
lordship observHV)? ZURWH the agent William 7\OHU )‘KH FDQQRW XQGHUVWDQG [this])뤀 DV WKRVH
experiences which arise from the mere improved culture speedily repay the farmer by better 
crops, without risk)?220 Despite this, Egremont was willing to fund and support numerous 
improving activities. These included enclosure, drainage, estate repairs, crop, livestock and 
equipment development and transport improvements, which will be examined in greater 
detail in chapters five and six.  
  
                                                 
218
 M.A. Lower, A compendious history of SussexYRO/RQGRQS&5RZHOOµ:\QGKDP¶
Greville Diary, 23 May 1834, vol 1, pp.469-470. 
219
 6 'DQLHOV DQG &:DWNLQV µ3LFWXUHVTXH ODQGVFDSLQJ DQG HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW 8YHGDOH 3ULFH DW
Foxley, 1770-¶Rural History 2 (1991), 141-169;  L. Colley, Britons: forging the nation, 1707-1837 
(London, 1992); S. Seymour anG 5 &DOYRFRUHVVL µ/DQGVFDSH SDUNV DQG WKH PHPRULDOLVDWLRQ RI
HPSLUHWKH3LHUUHSRQWV¶µQDYDOVHDVFDSH¶LQ7KRUHVE\3DUN1RWWLQJKDPVKLUHGXULQJWKH)UHQFK:DUV
1793-¶Rural History 18, 1 (2007), 95-118. 
220
 WSRO, PHA 12011 Letter from William Tyler to Mr Gell, 1803. 
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CHAPTER FIVE:  
THE HOME ESTATE 
 
 
Chapter five examines the home estate at Petworth to 1835. ,WFRQVLGHUV-DPHV&URZ)?V
survey of the estate, and any changes to agricultural leases during the period. It introduces 
the Petworth land agents James Upton Tripp and William Tyler, and considers the 
management of the estate before and after their employment (1772-1835). The chapter also 
examines some instances of improvement projects at Petworth, including the conversion of a 
large area of parkland into Stag Park Farm (1782), as well as improving works made in 
relation to timber production, livestock, agricultural equipment, drainage and enclosure. 
)ROORZLQJFKDSWHUIRXU LWFRQWLQXHVWRH[DPLQH(JUHPRQW)?VUROHDVDQLPSURYLQJODQGRZQHU 
(as promoted by Reverend Arthur Young), and in particular, this chapter focuses on the 
interaction between Egremont and his agents and bailiffs at Petworth.  
 
The home estate consisted of over 30,000 acres in the district of Petworth, )‘between the 
western quarter of the Weald, or Vale Lands, and that part of the Chalk Hills of Sussex, 
FDOOHGWKH:HVW'RZQVH[WHQGLQJHDVWZDUGWR3XOERURXJKDQGZHVWZDUGWR0LGKXUVW)뤌?221 
The soil of the Petworth district, as reported by William Marshall, waV FKDUDFWHULVHG DV )‘D
OLJKW VDQG\ ORDP UHVWLQJ RQ D PDVV RI VDQG)?222 According to the 1785 Land Tax survey, 
                                                 
221
 W. Marshall, The Rural Economy of the Southern Counties, vol. 2, (London, 1798), pp.165-166.  
222
 W. Marshall, The Rural Economy of the Southern Counties, vol. 2, (London, 1798), pp.165-166.  
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Egremont owned land in 21 parishes in (West) Sussex, and in four of these the landowner 
controlled over fifty percent of rentable property. The parishes that contributed most to 
(JUHPRQW)?V UHQWDO LQFRPH ZHUH 3HWZRUWK e DQG WKH adjacent parishes of Tillington 
eDQG1RUWKFKDSHOe223  
 
 
5.1 -DPHV&URZ)?VHVWDWHVXUYH\ 
The 1779 survey was initiated by the trustees of the third Earl, and was part of a general 
assessment of the wider estate, including land in Yorkshire, Cumberland and Somerset. 224 
7KH )‘)? ZDV VXUYH\HG DQG GUDZQ E\the Essex surveyor James Crow (1711/12-1786), 
whose progress with the plan is documented in estate correspondence.225 Crow should not 
be confused with the agents of the Irish estate, the Crowe family of Ennis. James Crow 
carried out a number of other surveys of the Sussex estates, including land in Sutton and 
Duncton in 1777 and had revised earlier Yorkshire surveys by Thomas Browne in 1767.226 
Petworth estate plans were also created by Thomas and Henry Upton for estate valuations, 
repairs, purchase deeds, timber sales and land disputes.227 
 
                                                 
223
 A. Readman, et al.. West Sussex Land Tax 1785. (Lewes, 2000). 
224
 WSRO, PHA 3606 Survey by James Crow, 1779. The Yorkshire and Cumberland estates were 
surveyed by Thomas Browne during the 1750s, who recommended that six bailiffs be replaced by a 
single steward, that farms should be revalued, and that customary tenants ought to be enfranchised 
(J.V. Beckett, The aristocracyS ,Q&XPEULD ODWHHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\VXUYH\V LQFOXGH%URZQH¶V
VXUYH\  DQRWKHU LQ  DQG %DLQHV DQG %HQVRQ¶V VXUYH\ RI  IROORZHG E\ VRPH HDUO\
nineteenth century surveys made due to extensive enfranchising. 
225
 WSRO, PHA 726, 12180, 8540. For more on James Crow, see F.W. Steer, Dictionary of land 
surveyors, vol. 2, p.124.  
226
 WSRO, PHA 1461, 1462, 1456. 
227
 WSRO, PHA 2681, 9940. Upton seems to have planned other estates. Upton turned down a 
request for his assistance as he was too busy (WSRO, PHA 2681).  
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Work on the 1779 survey began in 1761, two years before the death of the second Earl, and 
it seems likely that the evaluation of property was motivated by inheritance and plans for 
future development on behalf of his heir. The last survey undertaken before this had been in 
the early seventeenth century.228  &URZ)?V URXJK SODQ RI  ZDV XSGDWHG EHWZHHQ 
and 1783 (with alterations drawn over the top of the survey), and the fair plan was completed 
in 1785.229 The fair plan does not suggest any alterations to the Sussex estate, recording 
only the land owned, its name and extent in acres. However, as William Marshall argued, 
)‘WKHJURXQGZRUNRILPSURYHPHQW)뤀iVDQDFFXUDWH delineation of the existing estate, together 
with a faithful estimate of the present value)?230 The survey covers seven parishes near 
3HWZRUWKGHVFULELQJWKHFRQWHPSRUDU\VWDWHRIDJULFXOWXUHDQGH[WHQWRI(JUHPRQW)?VSURSHUW\
in these parishes.231 While the 1785 land tax survey suggests that in five of these seven 
parishes Egremont owned less than fifty percent of the total rent, this may be due to the 
inclusion of houses and potentially the deliberate undervaluing of rents for land in-hand in 
order to pay lower taxes. Nevertheless, visual analysis of the survey reveals a much greater 
influence in terms of acreage than is suggested by total rental. 
 
 
                                                 
228
 Mrs Alison McCann, personal communication August 2004. 
229
 WSRO, PHA 3605, PHA 3606.  
230
 The general map, according to William Marshall, LVµDFRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGXVHIXOVubject of study to 
the practical improver. It is, to him, what the map of a country is to a traveller, or a sea chart to a 
navigator. If an estate is large, a faithful delineation of it will enable him, in a few hours, to set out with 
advantages, respecting the connexions and dependencies of the whole and its several parts, with 
ZKLFKDVPDQ\GD\VZHHNVRUPRQWKVFRXOGQRW IXUQLVKKLPZLWKRXWVXFKVFLHQWLILFDVVLVWDQFH¶:
Marshall, On the landed property of England (London, 1804), p.29. 
231
 The parishes are Lurgashall, North Chapel, Kirdford, Tillington, Petworth, Egdean and Fittleworth.  
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FIGURE 4: EXTRACT FROM 1779 SURVEY, PHA 3606 
 
 
The 1779 survey illustrates that Egremont land was extensive; and by and large compact, 
although interspersed sporadically with other properties. Egremont appears to own a large 
swathe of land in Egdean. Birchfold Coppice in North Chapel, on the other hand, is encircled 
by land owned by Lord Winterton, and the dense and huddled farms of Tillington are laid out 
in a similarly muddled fashion. The high proportion of smaller plots demonstrates the 
continued importance of small-scale farming despite the presence of Petworth park and 
home farm. The relatively unrationalised field layout of the parishes and the continuation of 
outmoded strip farming, as suggested by the river plots (which could also be water 
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meadows)PD\KDYHEHHQSDUWRIWKHPRWLYHIRUFHIRUWKHWKLUG(DUO)?VVXEVHTXHQWSROLFLHVRI
land acquisition and rationalisation.232  
 
During the period covered by this thesis, Egremont undertook a vast programme of land 
acquisition and rationalisation through purchases, sales, exchange and enclosure. Egremont 
VSHQW e RQ ODQG LQ (west) Sussex, where he bought and converted 1,350 acres of 
FRS\KROGLQWRIUHHKROGDQGVSHQWeLQDFTXLULQJRYHUDFUHVRIIUHHKRld land in 
Sussex.233 (JUHPRQW)?VVSHQGLQJ at the end of the eighteenth century, although impressive, 
seems not to have been extraordinary for a man of his rank. The third duke of 
1RUWKXPEHUODQG VSHQW e RQ ODQG EHWZHHQ  DQG  ZKLOH WKH 'XNH RI
1HZFDVWOH ODLG RXW e RQ :RUNVRS 0DQRU LQ .234 Such large purchases were 
made possible through mortgages and loans, and were consonant with Ricardian theory that 
rents would rise with population and the incalculable social status of land. However, it is 
likely that a policy of land acquisition would have been particularly difficult to instigate in a 
county as populated, ancient, and proximate to London, as (west) Sussex.  
 
                                                 
232
 Open field strip farming was seen as an inefficient, unproductive and outmoded form of agriculture. 
The increased productivity resulting from enclosure is demonstrated by a general increase in rents. For 
example, the Fitzwilliam estates showed a 16% return on outlay following enclosure. An average 
doubling of rents after enclosure was expected by improving landowners. J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy, 
p.174. 
233
 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.300. 
234
 Although these figures give land purchases in the early nineteenth century, they demonstrate the 
immense cost and effort that went into acquisition by the aristocracy during this period. The net return 
on investments in land was not usually more than 2 ½ %. While other investments, such as navigation 
or Government stocks could give a much greater return, John Beckett argues that land became a 
µFRQVSLFXRXVVRFLDOLQYHVWPHQW¶UDWKHUWKDQDILQDQFLDORQH-9%HFNHWWThe aristocracy, p.70. 
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The peak period of purchasing was between 1786 and 1791, when Egremont bought 5,000 
acres, with the associated rent roll growing from under 70 to 123 tenants.235 Egremont also 
obtained land through a significant number of exchanges, but enclosed only 150 acres as 
the county had already experienced extensive enclosure.236 In contrast, the Yorkshire 
estates were extended primarily through enclosure rather than purchase, and experienced a 
decline in tenant numbers.237 In the years between 1791 and 1831, the average Egremont 
KROGLQJ LQ 6XVVH[ LQFUHDVHG LQ DQQXDO UHQWDO YDOXH IURP e WR e JURVV UHQWDO e-
e+RZHYHULQOHVVWKDQ\HDUVWKH<RUNVKLUHKROGLQJVLQFUHDVHGLQDQQXDOUHQWDO
YDOXH IURP e WR e -1824), with an associated rise in gross rental income from 
eWRe 
 
These contrasting approaches of land purchase and land rationalisation also partly explain 
FKDQJLQJ WHQDQW SDWWHUQV ,Q 6XVVH[ WKH RFFXSLHUV ZLWK WKH ORZHVW UHQWV DW e RU OHVV
doubled LQQXPEHUDVGLGDOVRWKHKLJKHVWUHQWHGFODVVDWeRUPRUH ,Q<RUNVKLUHWKH
lowest rented decreased from 301 to 263, while the highest rent increased from 24 to 113, a 
rise of 370 per cent. In both counties the intermediary class of tenants diminished; in Sussex 
relatively, in Yorkshire absolutely.238 
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 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.300. 
236
 P. Jerrome, Cloakbag and common purse: enclosure and copyhold in 16th century Petworth 
(Petworth, 1979). 
237
 µ1RPRUHWKDQDFUHV¶ZHUHSXUFKDVHGLQ<RUNVKLUHZKLOHDPXFKJUHDWHUDPRXQWRIODQGZDV
enclosed. The decline in tenants was small, from 570 in 1797 to 551 in 1824. H.A. Wyndham, A family 
history, p.301. 
237
 H.A. Wyndham, p 301. 
238
 H.A. Wyndham, p.301. 
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Increasing numbers of low-rent tenants and the small fall in the number of medium-sized 
farms at Petworth indicates the relatively limited scope for estate rationalisation in counties 
of old enclosure such as Sussex. The fact that the Petworth estates were rationalised 
without significant landscape change suggests that neither process necessarily resulted in 
the other. A comparison between an extract from the 1779 survey and one from the 1838 
Tithe map illustrates this point. Little rationalisation occurred to farms or field layout in this 
particular area during the period between these two surveys. The land to the east of Stag 
park and Pheasant Coppice on the 1779 survey shows small parcels of land between 3 to 5 
acres. The 1838 map indicates that the field pattern and wooded areas (with the exception of 
Stag Park) have been retained. Parcels 760-820 on the tithe map, known as Osiers farm, 
consisted of over 152 acres of arable and meadowland owned by Colonel Wyndham, and 
RFFXSLHG E\ &KDUOHV +RSNLQV IRU D UHQW RI e V G 2VLHUV IDUP LV DOVR SUHVHQW LQ WKH
 ODQG WD[ UHJLVWHU RFFXSLHG E\ 0U *HRUJH (OOLRWW IRU D UHQW RI e239 This area of 
Petworth parish retained both its field pattern, and principal farm, and even the rent did not 
alter significantly in over 50 years, although this may hide rising rents during the 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars, and a subsequent fall during the post-war depression.  
 
The Petworth estate, therefore experienced only limited landscape change on the rented 
estate farms during the period 1770 to c.1860. Moreover, it is unlikely that any significant 
alterations to the agricultural landscape had occurred since the enclosure of the area in the 
                                                 
239
 A. Readman et al, West Sussex Land Tax 1785, p.177. 
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seventeenth century.240 Improvements that may not have registered on maps include 
changing land use, farm amalgamation, road development, the creation of new farm 
buildings and the development of home farms, as well as new agricultural equipment, 
livestock or crop rotation; although increased productivity would probably be registered in a 
growing rental value for Osiers farm. Nevertheless, a more general comparison of the 1779 
survey with the tithe map would be necessary to confirm these suggestions. It is clear, 
though, that the Petworth landscape retained a stable field layout and tenant base during a 
chaotic period of agricultural depression, war, and industrial transition.  
 
 
5.2 Agricultural leases   
Tenant leases are a useful index of examining changing agricultural processes, and the 
LQIOXHQFHRI)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?RQWKHHYHU\GD\OLIHRIHVWDWHWHQDQWV7KUHHYHUVLRQVRIDOHDVH
agreement, drafted between 1818 and 1830, show the importance to Egremont of careful 
husbandry and timber management.241 The leases also establish agreements with tenants 
IURP\HDUWR\HDUDSRSXODU IRUPZKLFKRIWHQUHSODFHGDJUHHPHQWVIRU WHQDQWV)‘DWZLOO)?DQG
which provided flexibility for both landowner and tenant.242 Annual holdings however, 
according to William Marshall, were the most discouraging to tenants, DQG )‘XQIULHQGO\)? WR
                                                 
240
 P. Jerrome, Cloakbag and common purse. 
241
 WSRO, PHA 9639:1818-1830, Draft and corrected versions of the farm agreement between the 3rd 
Earl of Egremont and his tenants. 1 original bundle  
242
 WSRO, PHA 9639, H.A. Wyndham, A family history. 
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DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW 7KH\ ZHUH DOVR )‘LPSROLWLFDO)? DQG SURGXFHG LQDGHTXDWH WHQDQW-
owner relations.243  
 
Marshall and his contemporaries instead emphasised the value of long leases of up to 21 
years, providing tenants with security and incentives for improvement, and Petworth leases 
were also commonly for 7, 14 or 21 years.244 However, long leases saddled landowners with 
poor tenants, prevented rent increases, and led to abatements in times of hardship. The 
Agricultural Distress Committee (1833) further demonstrated that long leases were also 
unpopular with tenants in times of hardship, while their length did not necessarily promote 
improvement.245  
 
Quite apart from the length of leases, agricultural experts were unanimous in their emphasis 
on the importance of lease covenants to promote better husbandry. However, lease 
agreement clauses were mainly preventative, rather than progressive. The 1818 to 1830 
3HWZRUWKOHDVHVUHTXLUHGWKDWWKHWHQDQW)‘ZLOONHHSDQGOHDYHLQJRRGFRQGLWLRQDQGUHpair all 
WKHEXLOGLQJVJDWHVIHQFHVURDGVDQGGUDLQV)? +HZRXOGQRW)‘ZLWKRXWWKHFRQVHQWLQZULWLQJRI
WKH ODQGORUGRUKLVVWHZDUGEUHDNXSRUSDUHDQ\PHDGRZRUSDVWXUH)?EXWZRXOG)‘JLYHXS)?
                                                 
243
 W. Marshall, On the landed property, p.363. 
244
 W. Marshall, On the landed property; N. Kent, Hints to Gentlemen of Landed Property (London, 
1775). 
245
 British Parliamentary Paper 1833 (612), Report from the Select Committee on Agriculture with 
minutes of evidence (Dublin, 1968); J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy. WillLDP 0DUVKDOO¶V FRPSURPLVH
between these two extremes was a three-year rolling lease. W. Marshall, On the landed property. 
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ODQG IRU D WXUQLS VHDVRQ )‘VSUHDG KD\ VWUDZ GXQJ IRGGHU DQG FRPSRVW)? RQ WKH ODQG DQG
protect timber, saplings, underwood and hedgerows.246  
 
H.A. Wyndham examined four earlier leases, created between 1773 and 1830, for land 
between 14 and 162 acres, for 14 to 21 years.247 These leases demonstrate changing ideas 
of ideal husbandry in fluctuating economic conditions, and illustrate a fundamental change 
between leaving land fallow, and the planting of turnips, with an intermediary step permitting 
fallow or turnips. ,Q WKH ILUVW OHDVH  WKHFURSSLQJRI ODQG )‘DERYH IRXU\HDUV WRJHWKHU)?
ZDVIRUELGGHQDQGDIWHUHYHU\IRXUWK\HDUWKHWHQDQWZDVHQMRLQHGWRIDOORZLW)‘DFFRUGLQJWR
WKHFXVWRPRI WKHFRXQWU\)? ,QDWHQDQWZDVFRP DQGHGWR)‘FXOWLYDWHDFFRUGLQJWRWKH
XVXDOFRXUVHRIKXVEDQGU\RIWKHFRXQWU\)?ZKLOHLQWHQDQWVZHUHH[SHFWHG)‘WRRFFXS\LQ
a good and husbandlike manner according to the best and most approved course of 
KXVEDQGU\RIWKHFRXQWU\)?,QDWHQDQWZDVIRUELGGHQWRVRZZKHDWDIWHUDZKHDWFURSRU
oats next after oats. During the last seven of a fourteen-year lease he could sow more than a 
quarter of the land with wheat, one third with Lent or summer corn, and leave the remainder 
fallow or sown with turnips, vetches, clover or grass seeds to be fed off on the premises.248  
 
The similarities between the 1813 lease and those of 1818 and 1830 suggest that significant 
changes in husbandry occurred during the first decade of the nineteenth century, and that 
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 Although not all tenants were men, this passage reproduces the language used in the lease 
documents. WSRO, PHA 9639:1818-1830, Draft and corrected versions of the farm agreement 
between the 3rd Earl of Egremont and his tenants. 1 original bdle.  
247
 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.246. 
248
 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.246. 
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subsequently only minor changes were made to the lease covenants. The land agents wrote 
the leases, and adjusted them to individual tenants and conditions. James Upton Tripp and 
William Tyler were responsible for ensuring that tenants adhered to these covenants, 
although enforcement was often difficult. Agricultural leases should be seen more as 
conventions of agricultural practice than regulations, and therefore as valuable sources of 
LQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJWKH)‘DSSURYHGFRXUVHRIKXVEDQGU\)?SUDFWLVHGE\6XVVH[IDUPHUVDQG
WKHVXEVHTXHQWLQIOXHQFHRIFRQFHSWVRI)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?RQWKHVHSUDFWLFHV249 
 
5.3 The management of the home estate 
The appointment of James Upton Tripp as land agent in 1772 seems to mark a sea-change 
in the management of the home estate. Before this point, the management of the Petworth 
estate seems to have been complex and with responsibilities distributed among multiple 
individuals. It is unclear whether an agent or steward was situated at Petworth immediately 
prior to this appointment, although there is evidence of stewards at Petworth during the early 
eighteenth century and previously. Thomas Elder, a figure of considerable longevity, is 
mentioned in estate documents between 1714 and 1780. He was employed by the sixth 
Duke of Somerset (1662-1748), and is described as agent to the second Earl of Egremont 
(1710-1763) and steward of the Wiltshire and Somerset estates.250 Elder appears to have 
controlled financial matters, and also dealt with estate rents, fines and quit rents. However, 
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 See advice on ploughing, letter 30 Dec 1834, WSRO, PHA1099. 
250
 WSRO, PHA 6644. 
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Elder was based in London, rather than Petworth, and was in charge of the London house, 
bills and legal matters.251  
 
)ROORZLQJRQIURP7ULSS)?VDSSRLQWPHQWLQWKHUHVXUYLYHVFRUUHVSRQGHQFHEHWZHHQWKH
two, indicating that Elder assisted Tripp in the transfer of responsibilities and subsequently. 
In 1775, Elder advised Tripp on how to pay bank drafts, while in 1780 Tripp replied to an 
DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU(OGHU)?VKRXVHDQGGHEDWHV LWVYDOXH252 In the same year Tripp requested a 
FHUWLILFDWHIURPRQH0U'DLQWUH\VROLFLWRUWKDWZDV)‘PDGHRXWGXULQJ0U(OGHU)?V6WHZDUGVKLS)?
These sources suggest that Elder acted as steward among other positions of responsibility 
SULRU WR 7ULSS)?V HPSOR\PHQW (OGHU DSSHDUV WR KDYH GLHG LQ  HQGLQJ RYHU VL[W\ \HDUV
service to at least three landowners at Petworth.253   
 
As Elder was based in London, it seems that one John Habbin acted as bailiff on the estate. 
Habbin is mentioned in the archive between 1765 and 1801 and, like Elder, saw the 
changeover to the employment of a full-time (professional) land agent, Tripp in 1772. It is 
likely that Habbin performed many of the roles that commentators such as Beckett and 
Mingay have commonly identified with land agents. The bailiff collected rent, kept husbandry 
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 WSRO, PHA 7795-7804, 9198-9204; PHA 501, 2782-94; PHA 2804-20, 505; PHA 8540, PHA 
12180,  PHA 8538. 
252
 WSRO, PHA 12180: Thomas Elder, 10 March 1775; PHA 8540: 27 July and 5 Aug. 1780.  
253
 WSRO, PHA 8540: 15 Aug. 1780 Mr Daintrey. 
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accounts, and probably had a direct role in the day-to-day running of the estate, and possibly 
the practicalities of agricultural improvement.254 
 
Habbin was succeeded by John Sherwin and later by his son Thomas, both of whom seem 
to have coexisted as bailiffs with the new agents between 1791 and 1850. John Sherwin 
KHOGDQDFFRXQWZLWK:LOOLDP7\OHU7ULSS)?VVXFFHVVRUDVDJHQWIURP96 to 1802, and was 
paid in 1801 for the wages of husbandry servants, and other farming matters. Sherwin had 
financial dealings with Tripp, and correspondence regarding livestock improvement. The 
bailiff is referred to in estate correspondence regarding a trip to Ireland in 1823 that may 
KDYH EHHQ RUJDQLVHG ZLWK VLPLODUO\ )‘LPSURYLQJ)? LQWHQWLRQV E\ Egremont. Sherwin is also 
mentioned in relation to a meeting with Tyler (1824), and crucially, the employment of 
labourers in 1830. These lists of labourers coincide with parish and estate correspondence 
WKDW GHPRQVWUDWH (JUHPRQW)?V HPSOR\PHQW RI SRRU ODERXUHUV GXULQJ D WLPH RI SDUWLFXODU
hardship and distress.255  
 
In contrast to Thomas Elder, John Habbin and John and Thomas Sherwin were local tenants 
or landowners, described in the Land Tax survey of 1785.256 The employment of a tenant-
bailiff seems to have been a common practice in eighteenth and nineteenth century rural 
communities.257 John Sherwin was a substantial tenant farmer of Petworth, occupying land 
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 WSRO, PHA 3087: 1774; PHA 7724-8. 
255
 WSRO, PHA 10642; PHA 4424; PHA 8638; PHA 8557. 
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 A. Readman et al, West Sussex Land Tax 1785.  
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 *(0LQJD\µ7KHHLJKWHHQWK-FHQWXU\ODQGVWHZDUG¶SS-27. 
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owned by Egremont e UHQW DQG 3HWHU /XWWPDQ LQFOXGLQJ +DOO *DWH )DUP +LV VRQ
Thomas Sherwin, can be found in the tithe apportionments, with over 20 acres of 
meadowland primarily in Byworth, near Petworth, and Kelsham Farm. Similarly, Colonel 
Wyndham accepted an application in 1843 for the drainage of Moor farm by Thomas 
Sherwin. John Habbin, however, seems not to have been a tenant of Egremont, but owned a 
house in Rumboldswhyke near Chichester, a Malthouse in Chichester, and also rented a 
storehouse in the city.258 
 
It is clear, therefore, that estate management before 1772, and even following the 
employment of the full-time agents Tripp and Tyler was far from straightforward. 
Nevertheless, it can safely be suggested that immediately prior to 1772, there was no 
resident agent at Petworth, and that the management of the estate was coordinated in 
London. The employment of Tripp, and later the construction of the estate office at Petworth 
during the time of Tyler indicate a change of estate policy initiated by Egremont following his 
twenty-first birthday. The Petworth agents were involved in the management of the wider 
Egremont estates, Tyler in particular acting as overseer of agents in Somerset, Yorkshire 
and Ireland. Both Tripp and Tyler made annual visits to Yorkshire, sometimes accompanied 
by their employer.  They also made regular visits to London and Brighton, and occasionally 
to Somerset and Cumbria. The relocation from London to Petworth is an important 
decentralisation of estate management that demonstrates the increased significance of 
                                                 
258
 Tithe award maps and Apportionments, Petworth 1838; WSRO, PHA 5104; A. Readman et al. West 
Sussex Land Tax 1785, pp191; 77-78. 
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Petworth to the landowner during this time (although preceding his own move from London), 
ZKLFKUHVXOWHGLQFRQVLGHUDEOH)‘LPSURYHPHQWV)?WRWKHHVWDWHODQGVFDSH 
 
5.4 The estate office 
The estate office was built at Petworth during 1803 to 1804.259 This building is adjacent to 
WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ VHUYDQWV)? TXDUWHUV WKDW VHHP WR PLPLF WKH VREHU DUFKLWHFWXUH RI
Petworth House located directly opposite.260 The estate office was therefore proximate to the 
House, town, and parish church at Petworth, and was in an excellent position for the 
supervision of servants and estate staff. The office also occupied a symbolic position 
between the House, town and church, and arguably represented a barrier to traditional 
movement between the Great +RXVH DQG 3HWZRUWK)?V LQKDELWDQWV SHUKDSV LQ D VPDOOZD\
hastening the disintegration of rural society.261  
 
It is likely that the estate office was constructed and organised under the influence of William 
Tyler, agent at the time. The estate office, which still stands, consists of four rooms, one 
large and two small, and a comfortable office with fireplace and separate entrance, which 
ZRXOG PRVW OLNHO\ KDYH EHHQ 7\OHU)?V.262 The rooms are light with high ceilings, containing 
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 7KH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH HVWDWH RIILFH LV UHFRUGHG LQ ZRUNPDQ¶V ERRNV IRU WKHVH \HDUV 0F&DQQ
personal communication June 2004). The National Trust is now undertaking research on this building, 
formerly the home of the Petworth House Archives collection.  
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 /LWWOH UHVHDUFK KDV EHHQ GRQH RQ WKH 6HUYDQW¶V 4XDUWHUV DW 3HWZRUWK GHVSLWH LWV PDJQLILFHQW
kitchens and alterations due to fires. The main section of the block is eighteenth century, since it 
appears on the 1779 map of the house. 
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 F.M.L. Thompson, English landed society. 
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 Only Tyler and Challen had keys to this office, WSRO, PHA 2681. James Challen (1779-1834) was 
7\OHU¶VFOHUN)RUPRUHRQ&KDOOHQVHH)LJXUHRQH 
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mahogany desks and other office equipment. The large room would probably have contained 
two or three desks for clerks, who would copy letters and accounts here. The office seems to 
conform to William 0DUVKDOO)?VUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVIRUDQHVWDWHRIILFHWRKDYH)‘DFRPPRGLRXV
EXVLQHVVURRP)?DQG)‘D VWURQJURRPIRUYDOXDEOHGRFXPHQWV)?263 Before the construction of the 
estate office, it is likely that Tripp had an office in Petworth House itself or at least in close 
SUR[LPLW\ WR LW 7\OHU IRXQG OHWWHUV IURP 7ULSS)?V ZLIH WR WKH IRUPHU DJHQW LQ D GUDZHU of his 
office.264 
 
The large room of the estate office contained an impressive filing system of alphabetical 
pigeon holes, draws and trays for named farms. This system demonstrates the importance 
placed on the rational collection and organisation of financial and legal material regarding 
(JUHPRQW)?V IDUPV DW 3HWZRUWK DQG WKH HVWDWHV LQ <RUNVKLUH &XPEULD DQG 6RPHUVHW The 
financial cost of the reorganisation, relisting and rearranging of estate documents after the 
construction of the estate office was in fact a source of complaint.265 Nevertheless, it could 
be argued that the estate office acted as the hub of estate management and rationalisation 
during this period.  
 
Estate correspondence provides evidence for the possible layout of the estate office and for 
the importance placed upon maps. A letter to a Mr Traden of London (1805) recounts:  
                                                 
263
 W. Marshall, On the landed property, p.345. 
264
 WSRO, PHA 8635. 
265
 A. McCann, personal communication, Sep. 2010.  
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)‘I yesterday directed to be sent to you by the wagon 4 maps )? viz )? one of Sussex 
and other counties, one of Yorkshire, one of Cumberland and one of Somersetshire 
to the first of these, Lord Egremont wishes that you would add (on the same scale 
and by the joining of the canvas) the map of Kent )? and then the four are to be fitted 
up with springs rollers and boxes, in a neat manner, and in the same way as those 
ZKLFK)뤀 WKHKHLJKWRIWKHVSDFHZKLFKLVWRUHFHLYH WKHPLVIHHWLQFKHV)? )?266 
 
It is possible that these roll-up maps were intended for the high ceilings and large wall-space 
of the estate office, where they could have been used for planning improvements, or 
considering land disputes. There are certainly fittings for a roll-up map in the small office. 
Maps were important tools for overseeing the running of such a vast estate, and it is likely 
that Tripp had maps in the previous estate office. A letter from Thomas Yeakell to Tripp of 
UHTXHVWHGSD\PHQWIRUWZRFRORXUHGVKHHWVRIDPDSRI6XVVH[LQRUGHU)‘WRHQDEOHXV
WRSULQWRIIRXUVHFRQGVKHHWZKLFKRQO\ZDLWVIRUWKHSDSHU)?.267 <HDNHOO)?VPDSPDGHZLWK0U
Gardner between 1778 and 1783, is an example of a large-scale eighteenth century plan, 
which provides detailed information regarding the topography and human landscape of 
Sussex.268 This would have been both a useful tool and a decorative object in the estate 
office of Tripp. Marshall recommended that the estate officHVKRXOGDOVREH)‘IXUQLVKHGZLWK
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 WSRO, PHA 12184: 26 Feb.1805.  
267
 WSRO, PHA 12184. 
268
 Yeakell and Gardner. 1778-1783, 2inch to 1 mile. A later map of Sussex by Gardner and Gream 
(1795) was modelled on this edition, although it is less detailed, at one inch to one mile. 
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PHFKDQLFLQVWUXPHQWV)?IRUVXUYH\LQJDQGLPSURYHPHQW+RZHYHU LWVHHPVXQOLNHO\WKDWDQ\
such instruments were to be found at Petworth.269 
 
7KH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI D QHZ RIILFH GXULQJ 7\OHU)?V WLPH DV DJHQW VXJJHVWV DQ LQFUHDVHG
ePSKDVLVRQUDWLRQDOHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQWDQGDZLOOLQJQHVVRQ(JUHPRQW)?VSDUW WRSURYLGH
the financial means for construction. The importance of the estate office is demonstrated by 
tKHEXLOGLQJ)?VSUR[LPLW\WR(JUHPRQW)?VKRPHDQGLWVFHQWUDOORFDWLRQUHODWLve to Petworth town 
DQGHVWDWH7\OHU)?VRIILFHZDVWKHDGPLQLVWUDWLYHFHQWUHRIWKHHVWDWHDQGWKHUHIRUHDSULPH
site of rationalisation, and could be considered in Foucauldian terms.270 While the office was 
clearly no Panopticon, it was a site designed for the rationalisation of knowledge, the 
construction of archives, and the supervision of the estate. Furthermore, the Petworth office 
could be considered a centre of calculation for the estate, acting as a polarising force on the 
paths or networks surrounding it; the estate and local activities, the London and Brighton 
houses, banks and solicitors.271 The estate office was the site where the processes of legal 
and financial management and social and political activities took place. These processes will 
now be examined in greater detail. 
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 W. Marshall, On the landed property, p.349. There seems no obvious location for tools such as soil 
borers, theodolites, etc in the estate office, and no observed evidence in the estate archive to suggest 
that the agents carried out such work, which was probably left to surveyors and estate bailiffs. 
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 &3KLORµ(GLQEXUJK(QOLJKWHQPHQWDQGWKHJHRJUDSKLHVRIXQUHDVRQ¶ 
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 B. Latour, Science in action: how to follow scientists and engineers through society (Milton Keynes, 
1987). 
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5.5 Augmentation of the wider estate  
Egremont undertook a vast programme of land acquisition and rationalisation through 
purchases, sales, exchange and enclosure. Between 1788 and 1823 the average annual 
spending on purchases ZDVRYHUe DOWKRXJK LQPRVW \HDUV LWZDVFRQVLGHUDEO\ OHVV
WKDQ WKLVZLWKWKHH[FHSWLRQVRI WKH\HDUVDQGZKHQRYHUe
was spent. There was a wide range of spending, with the peaks being due to high value 
purchases, such aVWKDWRIDQHVWDWH LQ<RUNVKLUH LQIRUe.272 In contrast to the 
high number of land purchases, Egremont only sold 1,000 acres, demonstrating a 
determined policy of acquisition and rationalisation, rather than the activity of a more 
disinterested dealer in land. (JUHPRQW)?VODQGH[FKDQJHVGHPRQVWUDWHWKDWKHZDVFRQFHUQHG
with consolidating his landholdings, and creating rational pockets of cultivation. In only three 
\HDUVEHWZHHQDQGGLG LQFRPHIURP ODQGVDOHV ULVHDERYHe WKHDYHUDge 
VDOHLQFRPHZDVeDOWKRXJKDPRUHFRPPRQSRVLWLRQZDVWKDWRIQRSURILWVIURPVDOHV
(1801-1821).273  
 
Each land purchase involved complex legal processes, as well as negotiations between the 
buyer and seller regarding a suitable price, the production of deeds, and obligations 
regarding tithes, fines and heriots. Exchanges of land involved similar transfers of abstracts 
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 WSRO, PHA 8620/HWWHUVFDOOLQJLQGHEWVWR/RUG(JUHPRQW1RYHPEHUµDV/RUG(JUHPRQW
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 WSRO, PHA 7981; PHA 4424-4425. 
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of title and other papers, negotiations that could continue for months or even years.274 
Egremont also purchased tithes, requiring Parliamentary debate, and Sussex rectories. 
These complex procedures were managed by the land agent, and part of the role involved 
being aware of available land and an appropriate price.275 These activities are illustrated in 
estate correspondence. Mr Johnson, a Petworth VROLFLWRUDGYLVHG7ULSS )‘,ZRXOGQRW
DGYLVH \RX WR ELG PRUH WKDQ e EHLQJ  \HDUV SXUFKDVH)? IRU ODQG ZKLFK WKH RZQHU
seemed )‘YHU\DQ[LRXVIRUP\SXUFKDVLQJ)뤀 DWDQ\SULFH)?.276 Tyler, too, was able to downplay 
the value of a farm. In 1818 he wrote to a Mr Budgen: 
)‘I have had your land at Heyshott looked over according to my promise and the 
report made to merit, that it is very poor and is in very bad condition and not a hedge 
has a fence upon it; and I cannot make it worth near so much as the eZKLFK
you ask for it, if, however, you will sell it on a valuation, I am willing to purchase it for 
Lord Egremont.)?277  
 
1HYHUWKHOHVV LW UHPDLQHG (JUHPRQW)?V UDWKHU WKDQ WKH DJHQW)?V GHFLVLRQ ZKLFK ODQG WR
purchase, and the final price paid.278 The landowner on occasion influenced bargaining 
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SURFHGXUH VWDWLQJ LQ  WKDW KH ZLVKHG )‘IRU WKH SXUFKDVH XSRQ OLEHUDO WHUPV)?.279 
Occasionally the agents disagreed with their employer over negotiations. Tyler in 1807 listed 
)‘WKHSRLQWVRIZKLFKZHGRQRWDJUHH)?LQFOXGLQJWKHQXPEHURI\HDU)?VSXUFKDVHTXLWUHQWVDQG
WKHSULFHRIWKHKHULRWVIRUDQH[FKDQJHDOWKRXJKILQDOO\DGPLWWLQJWKDW)‘,PXVWVXEPLWWR\RXU
ORUGVKLSV GHFLVLRQ)?.280 It is likely that the points of difference between them were due to 
(JUHPRQW)?V JHQerous, although not unbusiness-OLNH VWDQGSRLQW (JUHPRQW)?V DWWLWXGH ZDV
perhaps ideally suited to the most common exchanges between the primary landowners of 
(West) Sussex, including the Dukes of Richmond and Norfolk, the Earl of Chichester, and 
Lord Sheffield.  
 
5.6 Estate administration and other responsibilities 
David Spring has suggested that land agents were expected to oversee the administration of 
the estate including the home farm, house, gardens and park, and to mediate between 
landowner and tenants.281 While the negotiation, construction, and copying of leases were 
important tasks undertaken at all levels in the estate office, little evidence has been found in 
the Petworth archives to suggest that the agents took a prominent part in managing new 
tenants.282 Surprisingly few letters petition or advise Egremont on potential tenants, 
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 WSRO, PHA 726: Letter from Egremont, 3 Apr.1787. 
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 D. Spring, The English landed estate. 
282
 For example, James Challen (WSRO, PHA 2857) undertook the copying of leases. An example of 
correspondence regarding the preparation of leases can be seen in WSRO, PHA 12010: Letter to Mr 
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suggesting that this may have been a role performed by bailiffs, rather than agents.283 This 
may also have been a result of a relatively stable tenant-EDVH,QIDFW(JUHPRQW)?VUecord in 
choosing new tenants suggests that on occasion reasons of patronage trumped any concern 
for efficiency.284 
 
The negotiation of leases, and the settling of disputes caused by tenant actions in violation of 
these agreements were central tasks performed by the agents. Leases contained complex 
covenants to ensure the maintenance, and if possible the improvement, of agricultural 
conditions on each farm.285 Breaking these covenants led to stern warnings from the agent, 
and on occasion to fines, court cases, or eviction. In a letter to a Mr Sandham regarding a 
GDPDJHGZDOO7\OHUZDUQHGWKDW)‘\RXDUHERXQGE\\RXUOHDVHWRUHSDLUE\DFHUWDLQGD\WKDW
certainly you have not done, and therefore your covenant is broken, and you are liable to be 
VXHGXSRQ LW)?'espite this, the agent suggested a method for attaining a fair price for the 
repair, neatly combining elements of both coercion and of conciliation towards tenants.286  
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It is likely that bailiffs at Petworth, rather than Tripp or Tyler, undertook the management of 
the Home Farm. However, the agents performed a supervisory role in regard to servants and 
other estate employees, keeping accounts of both wages and conduct.287 In 1819 Tripp 
berated the housekeeper at Brighton for her behaviour and reported that:  
)‘, have represented to L[ord] E[gremont] as I told you I would do, your very improper 
behaviour when I was at Brighton, and I am sure that the state of intoxication in 
which you then was is not at all incommon [sic] to you; and that you are frequently 
exposing yourself to the contempt and ridicule of your fellow servants. I am 
instructed by Lord Egremont to give you warning that at the end of six months from 
this day, you must quit his lordships service)?.288 
 
Despite this, it appears from later correspondence that Mrs Peacock managed to retain her 
position as housekeeper. 289 Both Tripp and Tyler advised on the employment of servants, 
and made moral judgements to justify these recommendations.290 Tyler claimed in 1808 that 
)‘, FDQQRW ILQG DQ\ RQH RI \RXU ORUGVKLSV SHRSOH IRU D KRXVHPDLG LQ /RQGRQ)? EXW
                                                                                                                                          
DIWHU WKH5HYLYDORI MXGJHPHQWGLUHFWHGWKH([HFXWLRQQRW WR LVVXH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290
 WSRO, PHA 2685. 
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UHFRPPHQGHG (OL]DEHWK (OOLRWW ZKR )‘OLYHG DV D VHUYDQW ZLWK PH WZR \HDUV DJR)?.291 This 
VXJJHVWLRQZRXOGKDYHVHHPHGPRUHDSSURSULDWHLI7\OHU)?VKRXVHKROGKDGEHHQRIDQHTXDO
VRFLDO IRRWLQJ WR (JUHPRQW)?V WKH REYLRXV FKDVm in social status rendered the 
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQSHUKDSVDOLWWOHFRPLFGHVSLWH7\OHU)?VKHOSIXOLQWHQWLRQV 
 
Tripp and Tyler were also involved in the construction of marriage settlements, the 
enfranchisement of property and the resolution of legal disputes.292 The last of these 
GRPLQDWHV WKH DJHQWV)? SULYDWH OHJDO FRUUHVSRQGHQFH DQG DOVR IHDWXUH KHDYLO\ LQ HVWDWH
documents. Legal correspondence was primarily concerned with cases for debt, although the 
agents were also involved in a limited number of criminal cases. The bankruptcy of a Mr 
Dale (the miller at Coultershaw near Petworth), and the attempts to recover debts owed to 
the Smith estate in Barbados were continuing sagas throughout the correspondence.293 
More sensational cases such as the murder of Captain Sargent following the pursuit of a 
footpad are brief interludes in more mundane disputes over land and timber rights, 
                                                 
291
 WSRO, PHA 8621: Letter Tyler to Egremont, 1808. 
292
 WSRO, PHA 12010. Enfranchisement relates to making land freehold, or not subject to manorial 
customs, as were copyhold or leasehold properties. The resident of a property worth at least 40 
shillings could vote, perhaps partially explaining the motivation for this complex legal action. D. Hey, 
Oxford companion to local history, p.154. Court cases prepared by the agents are described in WSRO, 
PHA 726, PHA 8536, PHA 12010, PHA 12012, PHA 12181 and PHA 12186. 
293
 WSRO, PHA 12010; PHA 8536; PHA 12012-12013: Correspondence with the Smith family, for 
whom it appears Egremont was a trustee, demonstrates a souring relationship with Tyler, although it is 
uncertain why this is the case. The estate in Barbados indicates a theme which could be examined in 
further research; that of colonial connections between English landed estates, and their moral and 
ILQDQFLDOPDQDJHPHQWDVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\-DQH$XVWHQ¶VMansfield Park, 1814. Egremont describes a 
neighbour who has an estate in Barbados in the Holland house papers, where he compares the high 
price of sugar with low rents in Britain (4 Feb 1823). London, BL Add. Ms. 51725.   
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inheritance and debt.294  These disputes are clearly connected to an equally important 
HOHPHQWRIWKHDJHQW)?VZRUNWKDWRIILQDQFLDOPDQDJHment. 
 
The Petworth agents were involved in the management of the wider Egremont estates. An 
HTXDOO\LPSRUWDQWUROHZDVWKDWRI(JUHPRQW)?V)‘YLFHUR\)?LQ6XVVH[GXULQJKLVDEVHQFHDQGRI
representative for the estate on committees and local government more generally.295 The 
Petworth agents held a significant role in local government that was closely connected to the 
legal management of the estate. David Hainsworth has described the office of steward-of-
FRXUWVDSRVLWLRQZLWKPHGLHYDORULJLQV WKDW )‘ODVWHGDV ORQJDVPDQRULDOFRXUWVVXUYLYHG)?296 
7KH DJHQWV UHSUHVHQWHG WKH HVWDWH )‘LQ WKH FRXQW\ FRXUW RU DW DVVL]HV HQJURVVLQJ OHDVHV
suing recalcitrant tenants and tradesmen or encroaching neighbours, but in addition 
[...]presided over the courts leet and courts barRQRI WKHPDQRU)?NHHSLQJDUHFRUGRI WKHVH
FRXUWV 5HTXHVWV ZHUH PDGH IRU WKH DJHQWV WR DWWHQG PDQRU FRXUWV DQG WKH DJHQWV)?
correspondence refers to the preparation necessary for the courts or assizes.297 
 
The Petworth land agents were involved in the improvement of roads through the 
supervision of local road construction and maintenance, as well as holding positions on 
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 WSRO, PHA 8620: Letter to Egremont, 2 Oct. 1807. Coroners Inquest found verdicts of wilful 
murder against Allen and of justifiable homicide against Machin and Dale. 
295
 D.R. Hainsworth, Stewards, lords and people. The estate steward and his world in later Stuart 
England (Cambridge, 1992) 
296
 D.R. Hainsworth, Stewards, p.11. 
297
 A letter of 1773 referred to 7ULSSDVµVWHZDUGRIWKHPDQRURI%\ZRUWKDQG:DUQLQJFDPS¶WSRO, 
PHA 8538: 29 May 1773). PHA 8536: 9.10.1778 Thomas Longcroft to JU Tripp. Tyler (PHA 12014: 24 
0DU HYHQ DSSHDUV WR RUJDQLVH D PDQRU FRXUW IRU 3DOOLQJKDP µ, ZLOO KROG D VSHFLDO FRXUW in 
3DOOLQJKDPPDQRUIRUWKHDGPLVVLRQRI0U)LQFNOHURQ0U*UHJRU\+DLQHVVXUUHQGHU¶ PHA 12011 and 
12013 µ,PXFKUHJUHWWKDW,DPVRPXFKHQJDJHGLQSUHSDULQJIRUWKHDVVL]HVDVWREHXQDEOH
to come over to Arundel or Littlehampton to examine thHSHUVRQV\RXUHIHUPHWR¶ 
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boards of trustees for turnpikes. Tyler acted as Secretary to the trustees of Five Oaks 
Turnpike, a position with a likely property qualification for gentlemen with estates yielding 
eD\HDU6LPLODUO\7ULSSZDVD6XUYH\RURI+LJKZD\V7KHDJHQWVPD\DOVRKDYHEHHQ
influential in the distribution of outdoor relief in the parish, although further research would be 
needed to distinguish this from the charity distributed directly by the Egremont estate. 298  
 
(VWDWHFRUUHVSRQGHQFHUHYHDOVWKHDJHQWV)?LQYROYHPHQWLQPDWWHUVRIFLYLOGHIHQFHDQGORFDO
politics, including preparation for elections, and payment of entertainment for voters.299 
Minute negotiation was necessary for the persuasion of individual voters before the Reform 
Act (1832): 
)‘There is one John Puttock of Upperton [who] has been applied to [to] vote for Sir 
-DPHV 3HDFKOH\ DW WKH HOHFWLRQ EXW UHIXVHV WR FRPH ZLWKRXW /RUG (JUHPRQW)?V
permission, I should take it [as] a favour if you will be so good as to signify his 
lordships pleasure to Mr Puttock which will oblige Sir James Peachley.)?300   
 
                                                 
298
 William Marshall FODLPHG WKDW µSODQQLQJ IRUPLQJ DQG UHSDLULQJ URDGV LV D VXEMHFW ZLWK ZKLFK IRU
YDULRXV UHDVRQV HYHU\ PDQDJHU RI D ODUJH HVWDWH RXJKW WR EH IDPLOLDUO\ FRQYHUVDQW¶ On the landed 
property, p.275.  WSRO, PHA 8159. In the position as secretary, Tyler was in charge of subscriptions 
(WSRO, PHA 726). J.V. Beckett, Aristocracy, p.381. WSRO, PHA 12183: 6.7.1778 addressed to 
Upton Tripp one of the surveyors of the highways, Johnson enclosing an order of the last turnpike 
meeting. 
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 /HWWHUVUHJDUGLQJ&RORQHO:\QGKDP¶VPLOLWLDIRUH[DPSOHWSRO, PHA 12011. PHA 80,  
PHA 12186 Duke of Richmond to JU Tripp.  
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 WSRO, PHA 8535: Mr Wardroper to JU Tripp, Chichester 11 Nov. 1774. 
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7KH DJHQWV)? FRUUHVSRQGHQFH UHYHDOV FORVH WUDFNLQJ RI WKH SDUOLDPHQWDU\ SURJUHVV RI
Yorkshire enclRVXUH ELOOV DQG WKH UHDGLQJV RI /RUG (JUHPRQW)?V %LOORI 301 As John 
Beckett has argued, however, local government was organised by both formal and informal 
structures. One such informal arrangement in Petworth involved an economy of gifts. The 
agents frequently distributed gifts of venison, cider, and even puppies and plants to local 
landowners, stewards and other influential people.302 It is clear, therefore, that Tripp and 
Tyler held influential positions in society, due both to their employment by the third Earl, and 
by the legal and political tasks, formal and informal, associated with this position.   
 
 
5.7 Financial management of the home estate 
The agents were involved in the collection of rents twice a year, recording their receipts at 
the time of collection, and later in accounts following an annual audit. William Marshall 
DUJXHGWKDWWKH)‘VXSHULRULW\RIDFFRXQWVLVWREHHVWLPDWHGE\WKHLUFOHDUQHVVDQGEUHYLW\DQG
E\ VLPSOLFLW\ RI PHWKRG RQO\ WKHVH H[FHOOHQFLHV DUH WR EH REWDLQHG)?303 It is difficult to 
compare the accounts of Tripp and Tyler because Messrs Stephens and Watson, employed 
E\ WKH (DUO WR UHVWRUH FODULW\ WR 7ULSS)?V FKDRWLF UHFRUGV FRQVWUXFWHG RQO\ VSDUVH DFFRXQWV
ZKLOH 7\OHU)?V UHYHDO D PDVWHU\ RI GHWDLO DQG DFFRXQWLQJ WHFKQLTXH 7\Oer even lectured 
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 WSRO, PHA 8621;  PHA 8540. An Act to effect an Exchange between Sir James Peachy Baronet, 
and others, Trustees of an Alms-house or House of Charity at Petworth, in the County of Sussex, and 
George Obrien Earl of Egremont, of certain Lands and Tenements belonging to the said Charity, for 
other Lands and Tenements belonging to the said Earl of Egremont. March 1780 11-20, Journal of the 
House of Lords vol. 36: 1779-1783 (1767-1830), pp. 62-77.    
http://www.britishhistory.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=116659&amp;strquery=egremont.  
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 J.V. Beckett, Aristocracy. WSRO, PHA 726, PHA 12186; PHA 12186; PHA 726; PHA 2681. 
303
 W. Marshall, On the landed property, p.401. 
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tradesmen on accounting.304 A similar contrast in clarity and level of detail can be seen in 
financial correspondence, recording the payment of bills, tithes and taxes, and the 
establishment of loans and mortgages.305 The correspondence also included requests for 
PRQH\E\(JUHPRQW)?V IDPLO\GHPRQVWUDWLQJ LQWHUHVWLQJSRZHU UHODWLRQVEHWZHHQ WKHDJHQW
and his employer and his family.306  
 
'HVSLWH 7ULSS)?V GLVRUJDQLVHG UHFRUGV WKH DJHQW)?V SHUVRQDO EDQN DFFRXQW SURYLGHV DQ
intriguing insight into the financial dealings of a land agent, although further research would 
be needed to confirm and explain the ideas suggested by this document.307 7ULSS)?V EDQN
DFFRXQW ZLWK 3\EXV *UDQW DQG +DOH RI /RQGRQ KROGV RQ DYHUDJH D VWDJJHULQJ e
between 1789-1801. However, this value fluctuates wildly, showing an increase in the total 
between August and December (1791), a peak in January (1792), a trough in March (1792), 
and another peak in November (1792).  
 
There is a correlation between these undulations and the cycle of rent collection, which took 
place at Lady Day (25 March) and Michaelmas (29 September). The reduction in balance of 
RYHU e EHWZHHQ -DQXDU\ DQG 0DUFK  DQG WKH VXEVHTXHQW ULVH RI e
between March and November (1792) could be explained by the collection and distribution of 
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 WSRO, PHA 8620:  6 Aug.1807. 
305
 For example, WSRO, PHA 8577, WSRO, PHA 9378. Examples of money lent by Egremont include 
WSRO, PHA 8540, 8570, 12009, and 12014. An example of a Mortgage can be seen in WSRO, PHA 
8570, while money lent by Tripp (which resulted in often unrecoverable debts, WSRO, PHA 8638) can 
be seen in WSRO, PHA 8570. 
306
 For example, WSRO, PHA 12010: William Tyler to Mrs Wyndham, 26 July 1802 
307
 WSRO, PHA 7982-4: 1789-94, 1798-1801. 
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rental income. It is likely that Tripp guaranteed rental incomes to Egremont by transferring 
his own money, and then collecting rents (in November), which were generally in arrears by 
half a year from most tenants. Alternatively, Tripp could have collected rent, and then paid 
them when they were due to Egremont in March. It is difficult to speculate without further 
information whether Tripp was first guaranteeing rental income with personal finances, or 
whether he was simply using his account to collect the money before payment. 
1HYHUWKHOHVVLWLVFOHDUWKDW7ULSS)?VHPSOR\HUSODFHGDFRQVLGHUDEOHSURSRUWLRQRIWKHPRQH\
LQWKLVDFFRXQW7KLVOHYHORIWUXVWFRPELQHGZLWKVXFKODUJHTXDQWLWLHVRIPRQH\DQG7ULSS)?V
inability to record such transactions with consistency and clarity, made allegations of his 
financial misconduct inevitable, if ultimately unprovable.308 
 
It is clear that legal and financial management formed a significant, if complex, element of 
the role of WKH 3HWZRUWK DJHQWV ,Q FRPSDULVRQ WR 7ULSS)?V KD]\ UHFRUGV 7\OHU)?V DSSDUHQW
mastery of financial matters demonstrates the relative competency of the two agents in one 
RIWKHLUPRVWLPSRUWDQWUHVSRQVLELOLWLHV1HYHUWKHOHVV7ULSS)?VEDQNUHFRUGVSURYLGHDQ insight 
into the multifaceted nature of the financial interactions with Egremont and his family, which 
FDQQRWEHXQGHUVWRRGVLPSO\E\DQH[DPLQDWLRQRIDJHQWV)?ZDJHV 
 
                                                 
308
 WSRO, PHA 8638.  
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5.8 Petworth as a model farm 
&RQWHPSRUDU\DJULFXOWXUDO FRPPHQWDWRUV UHFRUGHG(JUHPRQW)?s interest and enthusiasm for 
agricultural improvement. In his report on the agriculture of Sussex, surveyed in 1808 and 
reprinted in 1813, the Reverend Arthur Young (1769-1827), son of the renowned agricultural 
REVHUYHU GHVFULEHG (JUHPRQW)?V HVWDWHV DV )‘Fonducted upon a great scale, in the highest 
VW\OH RI LPSURYHPHQW)?309 <RXQJ FKDPSLRQHG WKH ODQGRZQHU)?V H[SHULPHQWV ZLWK OLYHVWRFN
farming equipment, crop rotation and bread substitutes. Similarly, William Marshall praised 
(JUHPRQWIRUVXFK)‘EURDG-minded patULRWLFZRUN)?LQKLVH[SHULPHQWVZLWKOLYHVWRFNEUHHGV310 
7KH LPSRUWDQFH RI (JUHPRQW)?V HQWKXVLDVP PXVW EH FRQVLGHUHG LQ UHODWLRQ WR WKH VL]H RI
(JUHPRQW)?VODQGKROGLQJKLVZHDOWKDQGSROLWLFDO LQIOXHQFH311 That these experiments were 
FRQVLGHUHG)‘SDWULRWLF)?suggests agricultural improvement at Petworth was of symbolic, if not 
economic, value to the nation.  
 
$SDUWLFXODUH[DPSOHRI(JUHPRQW)?VDJULFXOWXUDOLQWHUHVWLVWKHFRQYHUVLRQRISDUWRI6WDJ3DUN
into a model farm. Stag Park is shown on the 1779 survey as a large piece of partially 
wooded land stretching over four parish boundaries, in contrast to the small and medium 
sized farms that surround the Petworth home parks. The northern end of Stag Park, 
however, was enclosed and developed into a model farm around 1782. Although this was 
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 Revd. A. Young, General View of Sussex, p.17 
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 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.246. 
311
 Egremont waV SDUW RI D µWLQ\ HOLWH¶ RI  ODQGRZQHUV ZLWK RYHU  DFUHV ZKR FROOHFWLYHO\
RZQHGRIWKHQDWLRQ¶VDFUHDJH-9%HFNHWWThe aristocracy, p.51. 
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QRWXQLTXHDPRQJWKHJUHDWDJULFXOWXUDOHVWDWHV6WDJ3DUN)?VFRQYHUVLRQZDVFHOHEUDWHGE\
5HYHUHQG$UWKXU<RXQJLQDVHFWLRQHQWLWOHG)‘ZDVWHV)? 
)‘7KHJUHDWHVWLPSURYHPHQWWKDW,NQRZXQGHUWDNHQLQWKLVFRXQWU\>W@KHXQGHUWDNLQg 
of converting between 7 and 800 acres of land, was an exertion to be expected only 
from an animated and enlightened improver. It was begun about sixteen or 
seventeen years ago; the timber sold, the underwood grubbed, and burned into 
charcoal upon the spot; and every part of the park has been since drained in the 
most effectual manner: the whole of it enclosed and divided into proper fields, and 
planted regularly with white-thorn, all of which has been trained in the neatest 
manner. All the crops upon the ground succeed each other in a system of correct 
cultivation, and so luxuriant, that few tracts of 20s. or 30s. per acre, can be said to 
EHPRUHSURGXFWLYH)?312  
 
While disparking was often associated with a shortage of funds, Stag park was not part of 
the PHWZRUWK KRPH SDUNV <RXQJ)?V SURPRWLRQDO SUDLVH IRU WKHPRGHO IDUP VXJJHVWV D
VXFFHVVIXO FRQYHUVLRQ RI )‘ZDVWH)? WR HFRQRPLFDOO\ SURGXFWLYH IDUPODQG WKURXJK WKH WZLQ
processes of enclosure and drainage. Stag Park was farmed using a rotation which 
substituted turnips for a fallow period (probably to feed sheep) and returned crops of wheat 
and oats during the poor harvests in 1794 and 1795.313 Crop rotation and field layout for the 
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 Revd. A. Young, General View of Sussex, pp.188-189. 
313
 H.A. Wyndham, A family history. 
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model farm are shown on a plan from around 1800.314 <RXQJ)?VDGPLUDWLRQIRU6WDJ3DUNwas 
further demonstrated by publishing plans for the design of a barn that has similarities to one 
still in use on the farm, as well as printing illustrations of drainage, navigation and a piggery 
at Petworth.315 Young also examined timber management, drainage and soil conditions (after 
William Marshall) on the estate. According to Young, crop rotation at Stag Park farm 
FRQVLVWHGRIDVHTXHQFHRI)‘WDUHVDQGU\H)?IROORZHGE\WXUQLSVRDWVDQGFORYHU316 The early 
GDWHRI<RXQJ)?V UHVHDUFK FVXJJHVWV WKDWsuch practices of crop rotation were tried 
out first on the home farm, and later introduced into tenant leases, illustrating a potential 
time-lag between developments on the home farm, and their dissemination to the estate and 
Sussex landscape. This corresSRQGV ZLWK 0DUVKDOO)?V DUJXPHQW WKDW D KRPH IDUPshould 
LQWURGXFH WR )‘WKH H[HPSODU\ WHQDQWV RI DQ HVWDWH DQG RWKHU OHDGLQJ PHQ LQ LWV
QHLJKERXUKRRGWKHYDOXDEOHSUDFWLFHVRIRWKHUGLVWULFWV)?317 
 
5HYHUHQG <RXQJ)?VReport was not however universally accepted amongst national 
REVHUYHUVRIWKHDJULFXOWXUDOVFHQH:LOOLDP0DUVKDOOFULWLFLVHG<RXQJ)?VDFFRXQWIRULWVODFNRI
SUDFWLFDONQRZOHGJHDQGFODLPHG)‘DPRUH)?VORYHQO\)?ZULWWHQERRN,KDYHUDUHO\UHDGQRWHYHQ
in toiling through the learned and unlearned RepRUWVRIWKH%RDUGRI$JULFXOWXUH)? 318 It is likely 
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 W. Marshall, On the landed property, p.417. 
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WKDW0DUVKDOOGLVDSSURYHGRI<RXQJ)?VDPDWHXUVWDWXVKLV OHQJWK\SURVHDQGKLVPHWKRGRI
research, which, like his father, consisted of brief tours rather than practical agricultural 
experience in a county. Marshall stated that Young provided no information regarding the 
mode of research for the Report, and that it was unclear when this research was undertaken 
for the second edition (Marshall thought that 1799 was a likely date). The writer suggested in 
a humorous tone that Reverend Arthur Young waVUHO\LQJRQKLVIDWKHU)?VUHSXWDWLRQ 
)‘+DG WKH \RXQJHU <RXQJ EHHQ LQLWLDWHG LQ WKH SUDFWLFH RI WKH VRYHUHLJQ DUW
[agriculture], on which he has been induced to write, while his mind was sensible to 
practical impressions; instead of being, reluctantly perhaps, led into the labyrinth of 
LPDJLQDWLRQ E\ WKH VWXG\ RI )‘GHDG WRQJXHV)? )? the bane of active life and practical 
knowledge, - KHPLJKWE\D6XUYH\DQG5HSRUWRIWKH$JULFXOWXUHRI6XVVH[)‘KDYH
done the State somHVHUYLFH)?.319  
 
It is likely, too, that both Youngs were motivated by the hope of ecclesiastical patronage for 
Reverend Young, which was successful.320 Nevertheless, both Marshall and Young seem to 
agree on the centrality of the Petworth estate to agricultural improvement in Sussex. Young 
depicted Egremont as a conscientious and benevolent landlord, providing an incentive for 
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 3+RUQµ7KHFRQWULEXWLRQRIWKHSURSDJDQGLVW¶ 
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agricultural improvement through patronage of the Sussex Agricultural Society (est. 1797), 
and the granting of prizes for cattle, and thH)‘LQGXVWULRXVSRRU)?321 
 
Petworth was a site of experimentation for the growth, development and acclimatisation of 
PXOWLSOHFURSVSODQWVDQGWUHHV(JUHPRQW)?VDVVRFLDWLRQZLWKWKH5R\DO6RFLHW\RI$UWVDQG
his interest in agricultural experimentation enabled the transition of modern scientific ideas 
from London to the farms of Petworth. Tyler wrote to his employer regarding a new wheat 
crop (1808): 
)‘7KHUHDUHSDUDJUDSKVLQVHYHUDORIWKHQHZVSDSHUVUHFRPPHQGLQJWKHDGRSWLRQRI
spring wheat; but nobody here knows where to get it. Sir Joseph Banks, I believe, is 
very desirous of promoting its introduction; and probably he may know where the 
seed can be got: if, without much trouble to your lordship, you could learn where it is 
to be had, Mr John Salter, who has a good wheat season prepared where the 
autumn sown seed has missed, would be glad to have any quantity from 2 bushels 
WRDVDFNVHQWKLP)?)?322 
 
7KLVUHTXHVWVHHPVWRKDYHEHHQIXOILOOHGDVWKHIROORZLQJOHWWHUVWDWHVWKDW)‘/RUG(JUHPRQW
has ordered for you a sack of spring wheat but it cannot be got in London till Saturday, when 
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LW ZLOO EH VHQW WR KLV KRXVH LQ *URVYHQRU 3ODFH DQG IRUZDUGHG E\ ZDJRQ)?323 This letter 
demonstrates the influential position held by Egremont amongst those interested in 
promoting agricultural improvement and his role as facilitator or coordinator of improvements 
on his estate. It further demonstrates the interest of his agent in scientific improvement and 
the extent that Tyler and the tenants he supervised went to in order to experiment with 
modern agricultural crops. Furthermore, this letter provides an interesting link between 
practical and symbolic elements of agricultural improvement, and the culture of science that 
was gradually imported into the realm of agriculture. Sir Joseph Banks, President of the 
Royal Society from 1778-1820, supported explorations undertaken by the African Society, 
and had also experimented with Spanish merino sheep to improve breeds sent to 
Australia.324 Banks therefore represented a merging of values of the exotic and exploratory, 
with the practical and economic. The letter demonstrates the importance of promotional 
material, and the influence of figures such as Joseph Banks and Egremont on local 
agricultural practice, and the complex networks of transition between intellectual 
(agricultural) societies and practising farmers. 
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5.9 Timber management and estate repairs 
The oaks that grew on the Petworth estate acted as a symbol of patriotism during a period of 
European war and economic hardship.325 Estate timber, however, also proved to be a 
YDOXDEOH VRXUFH RI LQFRPH <RXQJ FODLPHG WKDW e ZDV UDLVHG IURP WKH VDOH RI 
trees.326 The high proportion of coppiced areas on the 1779 survey suggests a commercial 
approach to the production and sale of wood on the estate, the profit from which was often 
greater than the rent of an equivalent acreage of farmland (although this depended on the 
nature of the products, access to markets and the nature of the soil). However, evidence 
FRQFHUQLQJ WKH 3HWZRUWK ODQG DJHQWV)? timber management is limited to the organisation of 
timber valuations, and timber rights.327 Timber management, valuations and sales were 
undertaken by the timber surveyor, John Upton, and probably by the estate bailiff, John 
Sherwin. As such, little assessment can be made regarding any changes in timber 
management practice at Petworth. It is likely, though, that commercial timber sales increased 
in relation to improvements in road and rail communications; improvements sponsored by 
Egremont himself.  
 
Land agents may have played a greater role in the organisation of estate repairs. Although it 
is likely that bailiffs and surveyors supervised the practical work, Tripp and Tyler made 
decisions regarding the necessity of and financial responsibility for repairs, according to 
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lease conditions and the circumstances of each case.328 Egremont and his successor 
Colonel Wyndham were generally willing to pay for repairs if the tenant made a contribution 
to the labour required, and often consented to support estate repairs disregarding legal 
responsibility.329 1HYHUWKHOHVV LW ZDV LQ WKH ODQGRZQHU)?V LQWHUHVW WR KDYH ZHOO-maintained 
estate buildings in order to retain rental values and economic efficiency.330 The processes of 
estate maintenance and development are evident in the correspondence between the agents 
7ULSSDQG7\OHUDQGRQH0U*HOO*HOOZDV(JUHPRQW)?VWHQDQWDW$SSOHVKDP, near Shoreham 
in (West) Sussex, and was described by Reverend <RXQJDV)‘RQHRI WKHPRVWVSLULWHGDQG
LQWHOOLJHQW IDUPHUV LQ WKH FRXQWU\)? DOWKRXJKthe correspondence reveals that Gell was 
illiterate.331 The improvement of Applesham farm was on a significant scale.332 In 1787, Gell 
reported the progress of fencing, the construction of barns, and a well, and deliveries of 
sand, bricks and lime to Applesham IDUPFODLPLQJWKDW)‘,VKRXOGEHJODGLI\RXFRXOGFRPHRU
VHQGRYHUDSHUVRQWRVD\KRZZHVKRXOGSURFHHG)?.333 This request for advice may suggest 
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that Tripp possessed technical knowledge regarding the construction, or, more likely, that the 
agent was able to authorise further work and costs. Repairs to stables and embankments 
were also made in 1792.  
 
Between 1802 and 1803, Francis Gell and his son negotiated an extension of the Applesham 
OHDVHDUJXLQJWKDWDOHDVHRIIRXU\HDUVZDV)‘WRRVKRUWWRHQFRXUDJe the improvement which 
WKHVRQWKLQNVQHFHVVDU\)?.334 7\OHUDGYLVHG*HOO)‘LQWKHFDSDFLW\RI\RXUIULHQGDQGQRWDVKLV
ORUGVKLSV VWHZDUG)? WKDW KH VKRXOG DFFHSW D VHYHQ-year lease, which was apparently a 
suitable compromise. In 1806, permission was granted for ploughing a section of pasture, 
although a request for fencing was denied.335 In August of the same year, Gell was granted 
IXUWKHU SHUPLVVLRQ IRU SORXJKLQJ DOWKRXJK 7\OHU KRSHG )‘QR PRUH VXFK DSSOLFDWLRQV ZLOO EH
made: as I am very averse to destroying gRRGPHDGRZODQG)?.336 ,Q*HOOZDVVHQW)‘
IHHWRIVWRQHSLSHV)?IRUGUDLQDJHDQGUHTXHVWHGSHUPLVVLRQIRU WKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIDPLOODW
Applesham.337 The correspondence also reveals the sale of timber, and cattle by the agents 
RQ *HOO)?V EHKDOI.338 It is clear that Francis Gell and his son were ambitious agricultural 
improvers, who received considerable support from Egremont for their endeavours until the 
VRQ)?VGHDWKLQ.339 This example, if it were repeated, suggests that Egremont may have 
                                                 
334
 WSRO, PHA 12009, Letter from William Tyler, 30 July 1802. 
335
 WSRO, PHA 12009 Letter to Mr Gell 27 Feb 1806 
336
 WSRO, PHA 12009 Letter to Mr Gell 30 August 1806 
337
 WSRO, PHA 8620: Aug 6 1807, letter 134. William Tyler to Mr Hill concerning the delivery of pipes 
via sailing ship to Shoreham, West Sussex. 7KLV UHTXHVW ZDV GHQLHG DV µ/RUG (JUHPRQW KDV JUHDW
objection to mills on his estate; and is by no means disposed to lay out any more money in their 
HUHFWLRQDVWKHUHSDLUVRIWKHPDUHYHU\H[SHQVLYHDQGWKHOHWWLQJVRIWKHPZHOOYHU\FDVXDO¶WSRO, 
PHA 12009: 4 March 1806. 
338
 WSRO, PHA 8620, 12009 
339
 WSRO, PHA 4592: Executors of Frances Gell quitted at Michaelmas 1837 to John Hampton, rent 
£641.14, land tax £43. 
 123 
significantly improved many parts of (West) Sussex through financial and practical support 
for farm development. This correspondence further demonstrates the role of Petworth land 
agents in the negotiations for estate repairs and improvements. 
 
5.10 The improvement of agricultural equipment and livestock 
2QH RI (JUHPRQW)?V DFKLHYHPHQWV GHVFULEHG E\ WKH 5HYHUHQG $UWKXU <RXQJ ZDV WKH
LPSURYHPHQW RI DJULFXOWXUDO LPSOHPHQWV ZKLFK KDG DOUHDG\ E\  )‘KDG D FRQVLGHUDEOH
effect in the neighbourhood of Petworth, and induced some farmers to adopt the use of 
WKRVHZKLFKSURPLVHWKHJUHDWHVWDGYDQWDJH)?.340 This improvement of agricultural equipment 
is evident in correspondence regarding ploughs and threshing machines for the Egremont 
estate.341 A letter from the Reverend Cleaver, former Rector of Spofforth, to Tripp in 1787  
FRQFHUQV WKHFRQYH\DQFHRIDSORXJKZKLFKZRXOGEH)‘SDUWLFXODUO\XVHIXO WRPHDQG WR WKH
QHLJKERXUKRRG)?in the West Riding of Yorkshire.342 Egremont provided materials for the 
construction of a threshing machine by Mr Gell of Applesham (1812), but was solemnly 
LQIRUPHG RI WKH GHVWUXFWLRQ RI D VLPLODU PDFKLQH LQ  )‘ZKHUH ZLOIXOO\ RU QRW , GR QRW
NQRZ)?.343 Following 14 years of agricultural depression, demographic change, demobilisation 
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and a particularly thin harvest of 1830, the sporadic Swing Riots of 1830, and the threat of 
WKHPPXVWKDYHLPSDFWHGRQ(JUHPRQW)?VPRWLYDWLRQVIRULPSURYHPHQW344  
 
Egremont also introduced smaller-scale agricultural implements, such as the iron dibble, 
while an enigmatic correspondence oIPHQWLRQVWKHGHOLYHU\RIDQ)‘HQJLQH)?WKHSXUSRVH
of which is unclear.345 From these short examples, it is apparent that the construction and 
XVH RI PRGHUQ DJULFXOWXUDO PDFKLQHU\ ZDV DQ LPSRUWDQW SDUW RI (JUHPRQW)?V VWUDWHJ\ IRU
improvement. It was also a part in which the land agents Tripp and Tyler featured, probably 
due to the high costs of such equipment.  
 
$YDVWLQYHVWPHQWPDGHLQOLYHVWRFNIXUWKHUGHPRQVWUDWHV(JUHPRQW)?VLQWHUHVWLQDJULFXOWXUDO
improvement. Cattle were purchased from the royal herd at Windsor, SD\LQJ e IRU D
Hereford bull.346 Agricultural experiments were carried out in order to determine which 
breeds of cattle fattened most effectively, and the relative costs, work rate and value of an ox 
WRDSORXJKKRUVH(JUHPRQW)?VIDLWKLQRxen led him to offer a rebate of three percent from the 
rent of tenants who only worked oxen; seemingly out of character, and an unusual example 
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of the landowner artificially postponing the demise of what was in effect an inefficient and 
antiquated method.347 
 
0RUHFKDUDFWHULVWLFZDVWKH(DUO)?VSURPRWLRQRIWKHORFDO6RXWKGRZQEUHHGRIVKHHSDQGKLV
LQWHUHVW LQWKHLPSURYHPHQWRIKLVWHQDQWV)?OLYHVWRFNPRUHJHQHUDOO\7KHVHOHFWLYHEUHHGLQJ
of sheep on the estate was enabled by loans of excellent home estate rams made to his 
tenants. Tyler suggested to Mr Gell in 1806 that the selective breeding encouraged and 
enabled by Egremont, as well as Mr Sherwin the bailiff, had produced a stock superior even 
to Mr Ellman (1753-1832), a national authority on sheep breeding who developed the 
Southdown breed.348 Further improvement, though, according to Sherwin, could be made 
WKURXJK WKH XVH RI RQH RI (JUHPRQW)?V UDPV ZLWK ILQH ZRO ZKLFK ZRXOG )‘FRQVLGHUDEO\
LPSURYH\RXUVWRFN)?.349 *HOO)?VVKHHSZHUHVXEVHTXHQWO\REMHFWVRIFRnsiderable commercial 
interest, being later transported to Newcastle.350 
 
7KLV OHWWHU RI 7ULSS)?V LOOXVWUDWHV WKH FHQWUDO UROH(JUHPRQW SOD\HG LQ WKH SURPRWLRQ DQG
facilitation of improvements in livestock. It also indicates the central role of the bailiff, rather 
than the land agent, in agricultural improvement; a point further demonstrated elsewhere in 
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the correspondence.351 It is clear that the land agents held a relatively unimportant role in 
livestock improvements. It seems likely that their role was limited to the financial aspects of 
the matter.  
 
 
5.11 Drainage and enclosure  
Despite being key processes of agricultural change in national rhetoric over agricultural 
improvement and elsewhere on the Egremont estates, drainage and enclosure were not as 
significant for the Sussex estates, albeit for different reasons.352 According to the Reverend 
Young GUDLQDJH ZDV )‘QRW \HW WKRURXJKO\ XQGHUVWRRG)? DQG )‘FRQILQHG WR D IHZ VSLULWHG
LQGLYLGXDOV)?LQ6XVVH[353 Although it is clear that complex hydrological systems were already 
in place for the supply of water to a series of lakes in the Park and home farm, Young 
reported a series of unsuccessful undertakings in drainage at Petworth.354 <RXQJ)?V UHSRUW 
also included a printed map of Petworth drainage showing wide meadows (5-20 acres) near 
the river Rother.355 This map was adapted from a plan of water meadows drained between 
1794 and 1796 that indicates open and covered drains under the river and road, and sluices 
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)‘ZKLFKLIVKXWGRZQZLOOPDNHWKHZDWHUIORZRYHU+ROH0HDGRZWhe Rough piece, and Pike 
6KRRWLQDIHZKRXUVLQWKHGULHVWVHDVRQ)?.356 7\OHU)?VWHFKQLFDOSURILFLHQF\DQGNQRZOHGJHRI
drainage is evident from papers on alterations to field drainage following the Rother 
navigation in Sussex.357  
 
Most landowners met the full cost of drainage, often supplying tiles while tenants laid them. 
However, by the mid nineteenth century, drainage had become a complex process, needing 
expert supervision. The relative scarcity of evidence linking land agents to drainage 
improvements suggests that estate bailiffs and drainage engineers rather than agents 
undertook the supervision of this improvement. Despite the high financial outlay, drainage 
rarely increased returns any more than 3%, in contrast to the rapid returns from enclosure.358 
It is likely that due to geological and geographical considerations, the high cost of drainage 
was considered more valuable when utilised elsewhere on the estate (see chapter six).  
 
There is a similar contrast between the home and Yorkshire estates in the matter of 
enclosure. Only 150 acres of land were enclosed on the Egremont estates in Sussex (which 
had already undergone early enclosure); whereas the Yorkshire and Cumberland estates 
ZHUH VLJQLILFDQWO\ H[WHQGHG E\ HQFORVXUHV 7KH ODQG DJHQWV)? FRUUHVSRQGHQFHregarding 
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Sussex enclosures concerns the parliamentary and local activities needed to gain 
permission for this process. Enclosure involved a negotiation between large landowners and 
by committees representing tenants and small-scale farmers. Such a case was North Heath, 
where in 1807 a meeting regarding the North Heath enclosure carried the motion, although 
further meetings were still taking place in 1809.359 Similar delays were experienced with the 
Warningcamp enclosure near Arundel (1809).360 At least one enclosure, that at Duncton 
QHDU3HWZRUWKZDVQRWH[SHFWHG WRHQFRXQWHUDQ\KLQGUDQFHVDV )‘WKH(DUORI(JUHPRQW LV
/RUGRIWKH0DQRUDQGRZQHURIQHDUO\DOOWKHSURSHUW\LQLW)?.361  
 
By contrast, the Yorkshire and Cumbria Parliamentary enclosure bills were of far greater 
expense and inconvenience, as constant additions were to be made to the Croglin enclosure 
bill as it passed through the Houses of Commons and Lords.362 (JUHPRQW)?VUHVSRQVHZDVWR
request to Tyler LQWKDW)‘LQIXWXUHEHIRUHDQ\LQFORVXUHEHEUought so forward as to be 
introduced into the house, the rights and claims of the different parties may be fully 
XQGHUVWRRGDQGDFFRPPRGDWHGIRUWKHH[SHQVHDQGWURXEOHLQWKLVLQVWDQFH)?363 Tripp and 
Tyler were influential in conducting the negotiation and preparation of enclosure bills, as well 
as gaining agreement between landowners in cases where a private agreement was 
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considered more suitable. The legal, social and political considerations of enclosure 
necessitated involvement by the land agents in this element of agricultural improvement.  
 
5.12 Estate management post 1835 
Following the death of Tyler in 1835, Charles Murray (c.1769-1847) was employed as land 
agent. Murray was already an old man when he moved to Petworth. Like Tripp and Tyler 
before him, he was a trained attorney, although he had set up practice in London (1796) 
rather than as a county solicitor. Unlike the previous agents, though, Murray was already an 
HVWDEOLVKHG PHPEHU RI SROLWH VRFLHW\ KDYLQJ EHHQ ERUQ WR D )‘GLVWLQJXLVKHG VXUJHon and 
QRWHGSKLODQWKURSLVW)? FDPSDLJQHGZLWK $OH[DQGHU -HQHU IRU YDFFLQDWLRQ IRU VPDOOSR[ DQG
DFWHGDVVHFUHWDU\ IRU WKH )‘6RFLHW\RI)ULHQGVRI)RUHLJQHUV LQ'LVWUHVV)?the London Fever 
Hospital and the controversial )‘&RQVWLWXWLRQDO$VVRFLDWLRQ)?.364 Such a polite figure must have 
charmed the elderly Egremont DOWKRXJK KH DSSDUHQWO\ LQIXULDWHG WKH (DUO)?V KHLU&RORQHO
Wyndham.365  
 
It could be argued that the employment of Murray was a step backward in the 
professionalisation of land agents at Petworth. Such a polite and aged figure could  probably 
have only taken an amateur interest in the workings of the estate, in contrast to the thorough 
and conscientious efforts of Tyler, although one being closer to the secure employment of 
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Tripp due to Egremont patronage. The inheritance of the estate by Colonel Wyndham, a 
figure with less capital at his disposal and less enthusiasm for agricultural improvement, too, 
may have stalled the rationalisation of estate management on this great estate. A 
comparison can be made here between the fortunes of the estate of the second Earl of 
6KHIILHOGDQGWKH3HWZRUWKHVWDWHXQGHU:\QGKDP)?VGLUHFWLRQ$QHIILFLHQW LIHOGHUO\HVWDWH
steward, William Cooke (c.1828-1832) could not halt a decline in quality and production on 
the Sheffield estate due to the EDUO)?VSROLWLFDOSULRULWLVDWLRQRIRWKHUPDWWHUV366     
 
Chapter five has explored the many and varied activities of Egremont on his home estate at 
Petworth. It has examined the routine legal and financial management of the estate as well 
as its integration into wider social and political structures. It has also considered the 
improving works made in relation to timber production, livestock, agricultural equipment, 
drainage and enclosure. In particular, this chapter has suggested that estate improvement at 
Petworth was supervised by legal agents, and undertaken in practice by bailiffs and 
surveyors.367 This mixed structure of estate management does not seem to have been 
unique to Petworth. On the Leveson-Gower estates in the West Midlands, agents were 
employed during the eighteenth century to oversee tenant bailiffs in tasks of rent collection 
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 0/LOO µ:LOOLDP&RRNH D6WHZDUGRI WKH6KHIILHOG(VWDWH 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Collections, 144 (2006), 177-190. 
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and estate supervision. Similarly, the Dukes of Devonshire and Rutland relied on bailiffs for 
estate management during this period.368 By documenting improvement processes at 
Petworth, the chapter has also introduced the complex interaction between Egremont, his 
land agents and bailiffs with the wider network of local and national experts and 
commentators. The following chapters will further pursue the nature of this web of rural 
professionals on the wider Egremont estates. 
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 J.R. Wordie, Estate Management in Eighteenth Century England: The Building of the Leveson-
Gower Fortune (London, 1982). J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy (1986), p.144. 
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CHAPTER SIX:  
YORKSHIRE: THE BEVERLEY AND BARMSTON DRAINAGE 
 
 
Chapter six introduces the Egremont estate in Yorkshire, and concentrates on a particular 
improvement scheme in the East Riding: the Beverley and Barmston drainage (1799-1810). 
It provides a case study in the management of a distant project using multiple agents 
working in relation to competing local interests (in contrast to the home estate improvements 
in chapter five). 7KLVFKDSWHUZLOOH[DPLQH(JUHPRQW)?VUROHDQGWKHUROHRIKLV)‘DJHQWV)?LQWKH
Beverley drainage, and will examine the relative success of this improvement by a 
comparison of the 1796 survey, and one undertaken after the drainage in 1811 to assess the 
impact of the scheme on land use and rental values. 
 
(JUHPRQW)?VHVWDWH LQ<RUNVKLUHFRQVLVWHGRIDFUHV LQ:UHVVOHDQG/HFRQILHOG (DVW
Riding), Catton and Seamer (North Riding), and Spofforth and Tadcaster (West Riding).369 
These estates were part of the Percy estates which the second Earl of Egremont inherited in 
1750, and were inherited by the third Earl, together with the Sussex and Cumberland estates 
in 1763. The Yorkshire estates were extensively reorganised by the London surveyor firm 
Kent, Claridge and Pearce from 1796 (whose work is more fully examined in chapter eight). 
                                                 
369
 Contemporary agricultural surveys for the East and North Ridings indicate that the estate lands 
ZHUHFKDUDFWHULVHGE\VRLOVRIµIHUWLOHFOD\H\ORDP¶LQWKH&OHYHODQG6HDPHU+ROGHUQHVV/HFRQILHOG
and Howdenshire (Wressle) regions. H.E. Strickland, A General View of the Agriculture of the East-
Riding of Yorkshire (1812, London); C. Howard, Report of the Farming of the East-Riding of Yorkshire 
(1848, York); J. Tuke, General View of the Agriculture of the North Riding of Yorkshire (1800, London). 
The Yorkshire rental was £19,443 in 1803, and in 1809 the Spofforth rental for this estate was £3,232. 
WSRO, PHA 4111. 
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'UDLQDJHDQGHQFORVXUHZHUHVLJQLILFDQWIDFWRUVLQWKHLPSURYHPHQWRI(JUHPRQW)?V<RUNVKLUH
estates. 7KHGHJUHHWRZKLFKWKH<RUNVKLUHHVWDWHEHFDPHFHQWUDOWRWKHIDPLO\)?VVHOI-image 
is indicated by the fact that Colonel Wyndham took the title Lord Leconfield in 1859. 
(JUHPRQW)?VDVSLUDWLRQIRUDJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW LV LQGLFDWHGE\WKH ODQGRZQHU)?VVL]HDEOH
investment in drainage on the Yorkshire estate. Between 1797 and 1812, Egremont spent 
eRQGUDLQLQJDQGIHQFLQJLQWKHFRXQW\370 The most significant of these investments 
ZDV WKH (DUO)?V FRQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH %HYHUOH\ DQG %DUPVWRQ GUDLQDJH VFKHPH LQ WKH (DVW
5LGLQJIURPIRUZKLFKKHSDLGPRUHWKDQeWRZDUGVWKHWRWDOFRVWRIe
This initiative was based in the valley of the river Hull in Holderness. When complete, the 
scheme transformed often flooded and waterlogged carrs or boggy ground into some of the 
richest agricultural land in England.371  
 
6.1 The Beverley and Barmston Drainage (1796-1810) 
Medieval and earlier sources record that the Hull valley had been an extensive area of 
marshland, with three marshes stretching northwards for about twenty miles from Kingston 
Upon Hull to Driffield, and from between two to five miles east to west from the clay land of 
Holderness to the Yorkshire Wolds. The Hull River was central to the local drainage system. 
Although some improvements were made to the southeast part of the valley up until the mid 
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 H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.333. 
371
 B. English, The Great Landowners of East Yorkshire 1530-1910 (Howden, 1990), p.193-194; A.W. 
6NHPSWRQµ:LOOLDP&KDSPDQ-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(1973-1974), 45-82, at 54; H.A. Wyndham, A family historyS&DUULVDORFDOWHUPIRUµDSRQGRU
SRRODERJRU IHQQRZXVXDOO\ZHWERJJ\JURXQGDPHDGRZUHFRYHUHGE\GUDLQLQJ IURPWKHERJ¶
Oxford English Dictionary online, 2007. A.W. SkempWRQµ:LOOLDP&KDSPDQ¶S 
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eighteenth century, the waterlogged carrs remained much as they were in medieval times. 
The surveyor John Grundy measured winter flooding in 1763 at up to 1.4 metres deep, while 
Thomas Browne surveyed a carr at Brandesburton, east of the river Hull and found that it 
was under water for nine months of the year.372  The agricultural writer William Marshall felt 
XQDEOHWRYLVLWWKLV)‘IHQFRXQWU\)?LQWKH)‘H[WUHPHZHWQHVV)?RIDOWKRXJKIRXQG)‘DIODWRIULFK
PDUVKHV)?DQG)‘DFRQVLGHUDEOHH[WHQWRIIHQODQGV)?EHWZH Q+XOODQG%HYHUOH\on his visit in 
ZKLFK0DUVKDOOEHOLHYHGZHUH)‘DGLVJUDFHWRWKHFRXQW\)?373  
 
It is clear from the Egremont estate surveys of the period just how necessary drainage was. 
Parts of the estate at Leconfield were frequently flooded, and were consequently of very little 
value. Kent, Claridge and Pearce reported in 1797 that while Leconfield itself (at only two 
PLOHV IURP %HYHUOH\ ZDV YHU\ ZHOO PDQDJHG E\ )‘RSXOHQW)? WHQDQWV EXLOGLQJV LQ WKH
QHLJKERXULQJYLOODJHRI$UUDPZHUHLQ)‘WKHPRVWGHSORUDEOHFRQGLWLRQLPDJLQDEOH)?7KH
VXUYH\ GHVFULEHG $UUDP &DUU DV D )‘PLVHUDEOH XQKHDOWK\DQG XQSURGXFWLYH VZDPS)?374 
6LPLODUO\$UWKXU<RXQJGHVFULEHGKLVSDWURQ)?VODQGWKHUHDV)‘DKRUULGVFHQHZRUWKQRWKLQJ
DQG PRVW RI WKH UHVW VLPLODU)?375 Arram Carr covered 565 acres, one quarter of which was 
used as occasional summer pasture, while the remainder was recorded as unproductive 
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wasteland. Despite this, the soil quality was good and suitable for cultivation, and if it were 
drained it could receive a probable rent of 15 shillings per acre.376   
 
While the current state of the carrs was apparently viewed as worthless by large landowners, 
agricultural improvers and government, they were in fact valuable sources of fuel and 
thatching material, and sometimes fish for the poorer members of Holderness communities. 
The carrs provided pasture during the summer months, and were used by landowners for 
fish and waterfowl when flooded. However, they were let in 1763 between 2 pence, and 2 
shillings 6 pence per acre while other land fetched between 10 shillings, and 20 shillings per 
acre.377  Landowners such as Egremont therefore had a powerful incentive to improve their 
land, although this would be to the detriment of poorer cottagers. 
 
The draining of the Hull valley increased at a rapid pace from the mid eighteenth century. In 
his tour of northern England published in 1770, Arthur Young commented on drainage 
schemes being undertaken between Cottingham and Hull in the southwest of the valley, 
where old ditches were being cleaned and new ones created. Young recorded the sight of a 
QXPEHURIGUDLQDJHZLQGPLOOVRU)‘HQJLQHV)?LQWKHHDVWZKLFKZKLOHQRWVRQXPHURXVDVWKRVH
in the Fenlands, demonstrated how effective drainage could enable the planting of arable 
crops and improved pasture. Young recognised the potential for land in the area that could 
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 WSRO, PHA 3075, Survey by Kent, Claridge and Pearce, 1797. PHA 91 letter 28, Arthur Young to 
Lord Egremont, 24 October [1797]. 
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 J.A. Sheppard, The Draining of the Hull Valley, p.11. See also H. Cook and T. Williamson, eds., 
Water management in the English landscape. Field, marsh and meadow (Edinburgh, 1999), p.10 for a 
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be let for high rents if drainage and enclosure were complete, and if road widths were 
minimised.378 Isaac Leatham (1774-1815), author of the first General View of agriculture for 
the East Riding, commented upon drainage in the Hull valley but claimed in 1794 that much 
remained still to be done. He considered both the benefits of drainage and improved 
navigation on the river Hull, and the need to maintain drains once they had been created. 
Leatham, likH <RXQJ VWUHVVHG WKH EHQHILWV RI GUDLQV WKDW H[WHQGHG )‘EH\RQG D WHPSRUDU\
LPSURYHPHQW)?DQGZDVDFWLYH LQ WKHSURPRWLRQRI LPSURYHGGUDLQDJHDQGQDYLJDWLRQ LQWKH
county.379   
 
The Beverley and Barmston drainage scheme (1799) was preceded by the Holderness level 
Drainage passed by Act of parliament in 1764.380 The Holderness Drainage was organised 
by landowners on the eastern side of the valley who formed an independent body with the 
power to make new banks and drains. While the scheme was not completed, it achieved one 
major drain that brought improvements to the southern carrs, where land had increased in 
value by more than 5 shillings an acre, and inspired other parts of the valley to attempt to 
improve drainage. Subsequent improvements in the west of the valley included the 
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Cottingham joint enclosure and drainage Act (1766), the Beverley and Skidby drainage Act 
of 1785, and drainage in the Hessle lowlands from 1792.381 
 
6.2 Proposals for the Beverley and Barmston Drain (1796-  
The employment of the surveyor firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce by Egremont on the 
Yorkshire estates coincided with the planning of the Beverley drainage. It is clear from the 
ILUP)?VLQLWLDOUHSRUWRQWKHHVWDWHVWKDWVRPHSURJUHVVWRZDUGVWKHGUDLQDJHKDGDOUHDG\EHHQ
PDGHDQGWKDW)‘Veveral surveyors have seen [Arram Carr] and no doubt given their opinion 
XSRQLW)?382 From the onset, the agents were optimistic, and their support for the scheme can 
EH XQGHUVWRRG DIWHU UHDGLQJ 1DWKDQLHO .HQW)?V GLVFXVVLRQ RI GUDLQDJH LQ KLV WH[W Hints to 
gentlemen of landed propertyLQZKLFKKHGHVFULEHGGUDLQLQJDV)‘WKHILUVWLPSURYHPHQWWKDW
ZHW ODQGV FDQ UHFHLYH)?383 'UDLQDJH DW $UUDP ZRXOG WKHQ EH FRPSOHPHQWHG E\ WKH )‘QHZ
PRGHOOLQJDQGOD\LQJRXW>RI@ ODQGV)?RQWKHHVWDWH384 In the survey, John Claridge reminded 
Egremont WKDW LWZDV LQKLV LQWHUHVW WRDVVLVWGUDLQLQJ LQHDFKWRZQVKLSDVWKLVZRXOG)‘EULQJ
more land into cultivation and increase the produce to tenants and ultimately add to your 
UHQWDO)?385  
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In their Yorkshire report, the agents offered two approaches to the drainage of the land at 
Arram, firstly: 
)‘By making it a public drainage under the sanction of parliament and carrying the 
water from the river to a lower level across the country to an outfall near Hull, and 
the other by embankment and engines. [This] would be extremely expensive in 
purchasing of the line for cutting through, as well as for the act of parliament, the 
commissioners survey etc... >6HFRQGO\@)뤀tKH PRVW HDV\ DV ZHOO DV WKH PRVW
independent method appears to be, first to embank out the river and the adjoining 
SURSHUW\VDYH6LU&KDUOHV+RWKDP)?VZKLFKVKRXOGEHMRLQHGLQWKHVFKHPHPDNLQJ
parallel drains on each side to catch the oozings of the bank - these dykes being cut 
sufficiently deep nothing would remain to be done but to lift the water into the river at 
it's lowest mark, by a very capital engine, which if constantly attended to, and kept 
regularly at work for a few years, would not fail of success; and the expense of the 
digging, the engine and the bridges etc might perhaps FRVW IURPeWRe
DQGWKHREMHFWZKHQFRPSOHWHGZRXOGEHZRUWKIURPWReZKLFKQRZLVD
miserable unhealthy and unproductive swamp.)?386 
 
The practicability of the second scheme for draining the estate by engine was evidenced by 
the actions of some of the tenants (led by a Mr Wilkinson) who had erected private engines 
for draining their farms, and was confirmed by Nathaniel Kent. However, this mode of 
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 WSRO, PHA 3075, Survey, East Riding, 1797. 
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GUDLQDJH ZDV VHHQ DV DGYLVDEOH )‘LQ FDVH WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ WR SDUOLDPHQW VKRXOG IDLO)?387 It is 
clear then that the public drainage scheme had already been set in train.  
 
Between 1796 and 1798 there was much discussion by landowners and engineers regarding 
the method of draining the undrained carrs in the northern part of the Hull valley. The 
engineers all emphasised the necessity of embanking the river Hull and its tributaries, and of 
carrying water away from the carrs by a separate drain at a lower level. However, the 
engineers disagreed on the direction the lowland drain should take, the outlets including the 
sea at Barmston, and both the rivers Humber and Hull.388  In his Annals of Agriculture 
(1798), Arthur Young printed the various proposals made in 1796 for the Beverley drainage, 
ZLWKHVWLPDWHGFRVWV WKDW UDQJHG IURPe WR e ,Q -DQXDry 1796, the engineer 
Richard Hodgman proposed to direct the drain into the sea at Barmston without improving 
WKH ULYHU +XOO 7KLV ZRXOG LQYROYH  DFUHV DW D WRWDO HVWLPDWHG FRVW RI e 7KH
engineer William Jessop (1745-1814) 
)‘)뤀aJUHHG ZLWK 0U +Rdgman in reporting against the river Hull as the means of 
draining, but differed from him respecting the retrograde course to Barmston, which 
KH WKRXJKW ZRXOG FRVW e DQG SURSRVHG D FXW WR >+HVVOH@ +DYHQ LQ WKH
Humber.)?389 
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However, the successful and most economical proposal was made in October 1796 by the 
engineer William Chapman (1749- ZKR )‘SURSRVHG WR FDUU\ SDUW RI WKH ZDWHUV WR WKH
VHDDW%DUPVWRQDQGSDUW WR WKH+XPEHU)? IRUe390 Chapman was an engineer and 
inventor who had returned to reside in his hometown of Newcastle in 1794 after eleven years 
in Ireland, where he was the engineer of the Kildare canal, the Limerick-Killaloe Canal and, 
with William Jessop, consulting engineer to the Grand Canal of Ireland (1789-1794).391  
Chapman had developed the successful method of building oblique (or eschewed) arch 
bridges and invented self-acting machinery for lowering coal wagons into ships.392 In 1796, 
the engineer had been commissioned by the Beverley and Barmston drainage 
commissioners to prepare plans and estimates for two large drainage and flood protection 
schemes in Yorkshire, between Beverley and Barmston, and between Muston and 
Yedingham (near Scarborough). Chapman was employed by the commissioners from 1799 
XQWLOIRUDIHHRIe393  
 
$V$:6NHPSWRQKDVFRUUHFWO\DUJXHG&KDSPDQ)?VVFKHPHIRUWKH%HYHUOH\GUDLQDJHZDV
more imaginative and thoroughly worked-RXW WKDQ WKRVH RI KLV FRPSHWLWRUV &KDSPDQ)?V
proposal involved the diversion of upland waters from the drainage area (by diverting 
streams from Skipsea and Burton Agnes eastwards to the sea at Barmston), and separating 
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ODQGGUDLQDJHIURPWKH)‘OLYLQJZDWHUV)?RIWKHULYHUDQGWULEXWDULHVWKURXJKWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI
drainage cuts that were independent of the watercourses. This meant that the embanked 
river was not burdened with the flow of the land drains.394 :KLOH&KDSPDQ)?VRULJLQDOSURSRVDO
to divert water into the Humber was most efficient in terms of gradient, a promised 
FRQWULEXWLRQRIeE\WKH+XOO&RUSRUDWLRQWKH'RFN&RPSDQ\ and Hull Trinity House led 
landowners to favour the river Hull.395 
 
6.3 Opposition and a defeated Bill (1797) 
Egremont)?V HQWKXVLDVP IRU WKH %HYHUOH\ GUDLQDJH FDQ EH VHHQ ERWK LQ KLV VLJQLILFDQW
financial contribution, and in his public support for the drainage. The Beverley drainage Bill 
GHVFULEHGWKHDUHDDV)‘LQFDSDEOHRIDQ\FRQVLGHUDEOHLPSURYHPHQW)?ZLWKRXWGUDLQDJH
and flood protection. However, after two readings, the bill was rejected.396 This was not 
altogether unexpected, as Claridge had reporteG LQ 6HSWHPEHU  WKDW )‘WKH EXVLQHVV
DSSHDUV WR EH LQ DQ XQSURPLVLQJ VWDWH)? 1R ODQGRZQHUVH[FHSW (JUHPRQW KDG PDGH D
financial contribution to the scheme, and the agent believed that opposition to the bill had 
increased to a significant extent.397 
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In response to the failure of the Bill, Egremont requested that Arthur Young, a national figure 
in favour of agricultural change (whom he believed to be at Hull) might find out the cause of 
RSSRVLWLRQ$OWKRXJK<RXQJZDVQRZDWWKH(DUORI([HWHU)?V%XUJKOH\+RXVe at Stamford in 
Lincolnshire, he offered to undertake a further journey for Egremont, probably partly in the 
hope of patronage for his son, the Reverend Arthur Young.398 ,Q GLVPLVVLQJ KLV SDWURQ)?V
SURWHVWVUHJDUGLQJ)‘D WURXEOHVRPHDQGUHWURJUDGHMRXUQH\)?<RXQJFODLPHGWKDWKHZDV)‘WRR
PXFKLQWHUHVWHGLQHYHU\WKLQJ\RXKDYHDWKHDUWWRVHHDQ\GLIILFXOWLHV)?399 In a friendly tone, 
Young asked for details on the drainage scheme, a map, and introductions to those involved. 
Young claimed that:   
)‘$OO GHSHQGV RQ Py understanding it fully and clearly )? tell me where the shoe 
pinches )? on what grounds they are opposed )? GRQ)?WZULWHLQDKXUU\IRUEXVLQHVVLV
QHYHUZHOOGRQHLQDKXUU\DQG,VKRXOGEHVRUU\WRJRDQGWKHQGRQRJRRG)?400  
 
In Yorkshire, Young met with local proprietors and members of the company established to 
organise the Beverley drainage. These men explained the situation and the objections of a 
0U/OR\G>RI:DWWRQ@DV)‘WKHDSSUHKHQVLRQRIQRWEHLQJDEOHWRUDLVHeE\PRUWJDJHLQ
VXFK WLPHV)? [of war and the associated credit problems], which Young thought might be 
RYHUFRPHE\SULYDWHQHJRWLDWLRQDQGE\WKHFRPSDQ\RIODQGRZQHUVUDLVLQJeUDWKHU
WKDQe/OR\GZLWKRQO\D OLIHHVWDWHKDG)‘PDGHQRWKLQJRQKLVDFUHVZKLFKLV
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 London, BL Add Ms. 35127, f.456, Lord Egremont to Arthur Young, 17 October 1797; WSRO, PHA 
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 London, BL, Add. Ms. 35127, f.456, Lord Egremont to Arthur Young, 17 October 1797; WSRO, 
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nearl\XQGHUZDWHU)?DQGKHQFHFRXOGQRWERUURZIRUKLVVKDUHRIWKHGUDLQDJH2QKLVYLVLW
Young had time for a nine-hour ride that followed the Holderness bank and which provided 
an opportunity to compare the drained, with the undrained environs. Young descrLEHG )‘WKH
watery desert on one side of the river and cultivation with 20 s[hillings] an acre on the other 
E\PHDQVRIGUDLQDJH)?401  
 
<RXQJ)?VYLVLWDQGVHQVHRIOR\DOW\WRKLVSDWURQSURYLGHGDPSOHPDWHULDODQGPRWLYDWLRQIRUDQ
article in his Annals of Agriculture (1798). Here, Young celebrated the improvements in land 
quality and rent achieved on 40,000 acres of drained land, and a further 30,000 acres in 
progress. He concentrated, though, on one marsh on the west side of Hull owned by 
Egremont, the drainage of which was opposed by a Richard Bethell on the advice of his 
steward. Young criticised Bethell, claiming that: 
)‘)뤀sR PDUYHOORXV LV WKH VWXSLGLW\ RI PDQNLQG WKDW WKH\ DUH RIWHQ LQVWLJDWHG E\
ignorance or prejudice against measures, which, of all others, would be the most 
GHFLVLYHIRUWKHLUUHDODQGSDOSDEOHLQWHUHVW)?402 
 
,W LV LQWULJXLQJ WKDW <RXQJ)?V DFHUELF FRPPHQWV IHOO RQ WKH %HWKHOO IDPLO\ ZKR ZHUH JUHDW
ODQGRZQHUVLQ+ROGHUQHVVZLWKDUHQWDORIeLQDQGZLWKDFUHVUHFRUGHG
in 1873). Surprisingly, the Bethells were active in agricultural improvements and land 
                                                 
401
 WSRO, PHA 91, letter 28, Young to Egremont, 24 October [1797]; B. English, The Great 
Landowners, p.194. 
402
 $<RXQJ µ+ROGHUQHVV-Beverley-+XOOVRPHQRWHV LQ¶Annals of Agriculture 31 (1798), 113-
164, at 116-117; B. English, The Great Landowners, p.194. 
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drainage; Richard Bethell and his mother were involved in improvements to the Driffield 
Navigation, and built the Leven canal. It was probably the latter, built between 1801 and 
1804, but planned with William Jessop from 1786 and located on the east side of the Hull 
proximate to Arram, and part of the Holderness drainage, that led to this early opposition to 
the Beverley scheme.403 
 
However, Messrs Bethell and Lloyd were not the only objectors to the drainage scheme. Sir 
Christopher Sykes, who was the largest landholder in the East Riding during the nineteenth 
century, did not support the bill because he distrusted the clerk and disliked some of the 
promoters.404 Other, even more powerful opposition included the proprietors and 
commissioners of the Holderness Drainage that benefited from the same flooded carrs that 
the Beverley Bill attempted to remove as it reduced pressure on the Holderness banks. As 
June Sheppard described, the Holderness trustees stipulated limitations on the proposed 
drainage works to the west of the valley in order to safeguard the Holderness level Drainage. 
These stated that the banks on the west side of the river Hull must be at least 150 ft from the 
Holderness level banks to give the river space in times of flood; that new banks on the west 
side should not exceed the height of the Holderness level banks opposite; and a stretch of 
300 yards of the new banks must be at least six inches lower than the lowest 100 yards of 
the Holderness banks. While these stipulations ensured that any flooding of the Hull would 
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 C. Hadfield, The Canals of Yorkshire, vol. II, p.306-307; B. English, The Great Landowners, p.23, 
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DQG7KH µFOHUN¶ UHIHUUHG WRKHUHFRXOGEHHLWKHU WKH
resident engineer, or the commissioner of the Beverley drainage. 
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be to the detriment of the new drainage scheme, the landowners had no choice but to accept 
them if any improvement was to be obtained.405  
 
Opposition to the Beverley drainage from elite East Riding landowners such as the Bethells 
and the Sykes, as well as competing drainage and navigation schemes in the area provide 
an illustration of the limited local influence that Egremont held in the region as an absentee 
landowner. Although the 1873 survey revealed that the Wyndhams owned 13,247 acres in 
WKH (DVW 5LGLQJ QRW VR GLVVLPLODU WR WKH %HWKHOO)?V DFUHV WKLV ZDV GZDUIHG LQ
FRPSDULVRQWRWKH6\NHV)?DFUHV/RFDOHOLWHV XFKDVWKH%HWKHOODQG6\NHVIDPilies, 
together with other great Yorkshire landowners including the Duke of Devonshire and the 
Earl Fitzwilliam, would all have held more influence over local affairs than the Earl of 
Egremont.406 Nevertheless, Egremont, like his Yorkshire aristocratic counterparts, held 
national political and social influence, demonstrated in this case by the proclamations of 
Arthur Young. 
 
Having dismissed those who had defeated Egremont)?V SURSRVDOV <RXQJ GHVFULEHG LQ KLV
DUWLFOHWKH)‘ZUHWFKHGVWDWH)?RIXQGUDLQHGODQGLQWhe area. The opposition to the scheme was 
SHUSOH[LQJWR<RXQJZKRFODLPHGWKDWSURSULHWRUVPXVWKDYHEHHQ)‘IDVWDVOHHS)?QRWWRVHH
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 J.A. Sheppard, The Draining of the Hull Valley, p.15. 
406
 B. English, The Great Landowners, p.31; Return of Owners of Land, 1873; J. Bateman, The great 
landowners.  
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the contrast between improved land, and the potential of flooded waste. A clear indication of 
<RXQJ)?VPRWLYHVIRUSXEOLFDWLon can be seen in the following: 
)‘7KH SUHVHQW (DUO RI (JUHPRQW)뤀 KDV LQ XQLRQ ZLWK VRPH RWKHU SURSULHWRUV WULHG
once to get an act, but was opposed and defeated. I know not how to suppress the 
indignation I feel at such a recital. Surely there must be some gross fault in the forms 
and modes of making these applications to parliament, which must give to wrong-
headed men greatly too much power to impede undertakings so imperiously 
GHPDQGHGIRUWKHSXEOLFJRRG)?407 
 
Although we should not dismiss the necessity for drainage on these estates, this article, like 
KLVVRQWKH5HYHUHQG$UWKXU<RXQJ)?VGeneral View of the Agriculture of Sussex, reads like a 
hymn to a patron.408 1HYHUWKHOHVV LW LV OLNHO\ WKDW <RXQJ)?V DVVLVWDQFHERWK SXEOLF DQG
private, may have forwarded the progress of the Beverley and Barmston Act. 
  
6.4 The Beverley Drain (1799-  
The Beverley and Barmston Drainage Act was finally passed on 21 June 1798.409 The 
engineer William Chapman was assisted by a resident engineer, William Settle (with a salary 
RIeD\HDUDQGIRXUVXUYH\RUV,QWKHQH[WIHZ\HDUVWKHQHZGUDLQZDVFXWIRUWZHQW\-
three miles, various channels were deepened at the northern end of the valley, and the river 
                                                 
407
 $<RXQJµ+ROGHUQHVV-Beverley-+XOO¶DW-120. 
408
 Revd. A. Young, General View of Sussex (London, 1813). 
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 1798 (38 Geo. III), c. 43 East Riding Drainage. Statutes at Large, Vol 17, 1794-1798, p.940. 
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Hull was embanked for twenty miles. Water that had previously drained westwards to the 
Hull was diverted to the sea at Barmston. The drainage involved the construction of eleven 
tunnels leading drainage cuts under Beverley Beck, Driffield Canal, the river Hull and its 
tributaries. It also produced twenty-seven road bridges and numerous culverts and 
occupational bridges. This resulted in the drainage and flood protection of 12,600 acres 
between Beverley and Lissett near Barmston. 410 
 
Although Egremont made a significant financial and political contribution to this speculation, 
his involvement in the management of the drainage itself was limited. In August 1796, 
(JUHPRQW)?V3HWZRUWKDJHQW-DPHV8SWRQ7ULSSZURWHWRKLPUHSRUWLQJWKDW 
)‘,UHWXUQHGIURP%HYHUOH\ODVWQLJKW7KHGUDLQDJHWRWKHVHDLVWRWDOO\JLYHQXSDQG
the drainage onto the Humber or the lowest part of the river Hull to be adopted. A Mr 
&KDSPDQLVWREHVHQWGLUHFWO\WRSRLQWRXWWKHSURSHUOLQHDQGWDNHWKHOHYHOV)?411 
 
This early correspondence implies that the drainage commissioners, likely to have been led 
by local proprietors, were making initial decisions regarding the drainage without involving all 
SDUWLHV SDUWLFXODUO\ DEVHQWHHV 7ULSS VXJJHVWHG WKDW )‘SHUKDSV LW ZRXOG EH PXFK WR \RXU
VDWLVIDFWLRQWRVHQGDPDQKHUHRQ\RXUDFFRXQWWRWDNHWKHOHYHOV)?DVDFKHck and balance 
to the engineer and drainage commissioners.412 Nevertheless, the Yorkshire agent John 
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 $:6NHPSWRQµ:LOOLDP&KDSPDQ¶ p.54. 
411
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&ODULGJHSOD\HGDVLJQLILFDQWUROHLQGLUHFWLQJWKHGUDLQDJHDFURVV(JUHPRQW)?VODQG&ODULGJH
was also updated on the progress of the drainage commissioners by Christopher Keld 
(d.1806), a Beverley landowner and mayor between 1804 and 1805.413 Furthermore, as 
correspondence between Claridge and a Mr J. Lockwood demonstrates, Claridge directed 
(JUHPRQW)?V SUR[\ YRWH IRU WKH GUDLQDJH FRPPLVVLRQHUV WKHUHE\ LQGLUHFWly influencing the 
progress and maintenance of the drainage.414 
 
Work on the drainage was suspended during 1799, probably due to heavy flooding, which 
resulted in a poor harvest.415 While the following summer was dry, the draining continued to 
make slow progreVV3HUKDSVXQUHDVRQDEO\&ODULGJHFRPSODLQHG WKDW WKH )‘FRPPLVVLRQHUV
have let the work at too low a price and the undertakers have been [too] incompetent to 
FRPSOHWH WKHLU HQJDJHPHQWV)?416 By November 1801, however, Claridge reported that the 
drainage was iQ D UHVSHFWDEOH )‘VWDWH RI IRUZDUGQHVV)? +H KDG FRQVXOWHG ZLWK WKH UHVLGHQW
engineer regarding the line of the cutting through the Egremont estate, which he considered 
satisfactory. Claridge now turned his attention to the improvement to be obtained on this 
estate following the drainage, and proposed to give all tenants notice to quit at Michaelmas 
>6HSWHPEHU@&ODULGJHKRSHG)‘WRVHHWKHHIIHFWRIWKHGUDLQQH[WVXPPHU>@DQG
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 WSRO, PHA D22/15&ODULGJHWR(JUHPRQW2FW,Q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SUHSDUHDSODQRUDUUDQJHPHQWWROD\EHIRUH)?(JUHPRQW417 Like enclosure, drainage provided 
an opportunity for the rearrangement of farms, and for re-letting the estate at improved rents.  
 
In April 1803, Claridge met with William Chapman, and reported to Egremont that he wished 
WR PDNH D )‘WROHUDEO\ JRRG DFFRXQW RI WKH SURJUHVV RI WKH GUDLQDJH)? :LWK FRQVLGHUDEOH
autonomy, Claridge had established the route of drainage through the estate, and had: 
)‘VHWWOHG ZLWK 0U &KDSPDQ DV WR WKH FXOYHUW ZKLFK >KH@LV QRZ PDNLQJ XQGHU WKH
Arram Beck, so that the vessels will pass over it, up the course as usual, to land 
WKHLUJRRGVDW$UUDP)?418 
 
$W%HYHUOH\&KDSPDQ)?VGUDLQDJDLQSDVVHGEHQHDWKDWULEXWDU\RIWKH+XOOFDOOHG%HYHUOH\
Beck) and the engineer was employed by the navigation corporation to produce a lock to 
maintain the sufficient depth of water in the channel. As Charles Hadfield has demonstrated, 
drainage and navigation interests on the river Hull and its tributaries were in continual 
conflict. 419 The Driffield navigation commissioners requested the assistance of the Hull M.P. 
William Wilberforce to help them get protective clauses into the Beverley and Barmston Bill 
before Parliament in 1798, the first of many conflicts between navigation and drainage 
authorities. As late as 1839 the Beverley and Barmston Drainage Commissioners 
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comSODLQHG WKDW WKH ULYHU ZDWHU ZDV NHSW WRR KLJK )‘ZKHUHE\ LQMXU\ ZDV RFFDVLRQHG WKH
'UDLQDJHRIWKHDGMRLQLQJ/DQGV)?420   
 
It was not just navigation interests that were opposed to the Beverley drainage, but other 
drainage interests also obstructed progress. Claridge reported to Egremont in 1803 that 
landowners on the Holderness level were objecting to a breach of the Beverley Drainage 
Act, under which no drain should come within 50 yards of the Holderness bank.  
 
Unfortunately:  
)‘-XVWDERXWWKHHQWUDQFHWR\our estate, Mr Chapman has got within 40 yards of the 
Holderness bank, which has caused a great alarm and a violent blame on the 
engineer, and the Holderness proprietors insist upon this drain being filled up again, 
which is I believe 35 chains in length aQGZLOOFRVWXSZDUGVRIe)?421 
 
'HVSLWH WKLV VHWEDFN WKH DJHQW ZDV FRQILGHQW WKDW WKH JUHDW GUDLQ )‘ZLOO EH SHUIHFWHG DOO
WKURXJK \RXU HVWDWH WKLV \HDU DQG WKDW ZH PD\ EHJLQ RXU RSHUDWLRQV QH[W VSULQJ)? ,Q
preparation, Claridge had organised the production of 200,000 bricks for the construction of 
new farm buildings on the estate.422 Rebuilding was an essential part of the rationalisation of 
the newly drained estate, and, as F.M.L. Thompson has argued, drainage without new 
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421
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 27 April 1803. 
422
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 27 April 1803. 
 151 
buildings might be largely a waste of money. The total cost of new buildings including 
FRWWDJHVDQGEDUQVDW$UUDPLQZDVe423 
 
Claridge reported in 1803 that he was prepared to give notice to quit to all tenants at Lady 
Day [25 March 1804]. It is clear from the two-year differencHEHWZHHQ WKLVDQG WKHDJHQW)?V
previous estimate that there were significant delays in the drainage construction at Arram, 
probably caused in part by flooding and also by the objections of the Holderness drainage 
commissioners. However, as Claridge recorded, a nearby estate where drainage had been 
FRPSOHWHG ZDV QRZ OHW IRU e SHU \HDU ZKLOH LW KDG SUHYLRXVO\ EHHQ OHW IRU RQO\ e
Promised financial gains, though, came at a considerable cost, and principally benefited 
large landowners. Drainage was limited to landowners with large amounts of capital 
DYDLODEOH )RU WKRVH ZLWKRXW VXFK UHVRXUFHV &ODULGJH UHFRJQLVHG )‘WKH GHPDQG IRU PRQH\
LQYROYHGPDQ\VPDOORZQHUVLQJUHDWGLVWUHVVDQGLQFRQYHQLHQFH)?424  
 
Claridge confirmed that the main drain through the Egremont estate was complete in 
2FWREHU  $ )‘PLQXWH H[DPLQDWLRQ)? ZLWK :LOOLDP &KDSPDQ KDG OHG WR &ODULGJH)?V
FRQFOXVLRQWKDWLW)‘ZLOOGUDLQDOOWKHORZJURXQGDQG$UUDPFDUUPRVWSHUIHFWO\)?&ODULGJHKDG
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applied to the commissioners for compensation for lDQG ORVWE\ WKHGUDLQDJHDQGKDG )‘VHW
RXWZLWK0U&KDSPDQVXFKLQWHULRUSXEOLFGUDLQVDV,WKLQNZLOOEHEHQHILFLDO)?425  
 
)RU )‘ERJJ\)? ODQG VXFK DV WKLV 1DWKDQLHO .HQW UHFRPPHQGHG WR UHDGHUV RI KLV Hints to 
Gentlemen of Landed Property the construction of deep open drains that were sunk parallel 
to the river. This method was preferable to covered drains filled with brushwood as the latter 
RQ ZHW JURXQG ZHUH )‘PRUH OLDEOH WR EH FKRDNHG >VLF@)?426 Open drains were also 
recommended by William Marshall due to their low cost and efficiency. It is likely then that 
Claridge and Chapman set out small open trenches here on the Arram estate. Establishing 
underdraining on an estate after the construction of great open drains was not uncommon in 
East Yorkshire, although in this case Claridge had cannily arranged that this was undertaken 
DWWKH'UDLQDJH&RPSDQ\)?VH[SHQVHUDWKHUWKDQEgremont)?V The landowner here had only 
to pay for partitions and fence drains between properties, which cost Egremont a further 
e427 
 
In November 1803, Claridge supervised eighty men at work on the interior drains of Arram 
Carr; such a large number being GXHWRWKHDJHQW)?VHQWKXVLDVPWRJHWWKHODQG)‘FURSSHGQH[W
\HDU)?428 +RZHYHU WKH DJHQW KDG )‘QRW \HW UHOHW WKH HVWDWH)? IURP 0DUFK  EHFDXse he 
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ZLVKHGWRVHHWKHHIIHFWRIDIXUWKHUQHZGUDLQ)‘QRZRUGHUHGWREHPDGHE\WKHSURSULHWRUVin 
WKHORZHVWSDUWRIWKHFDUU)?. Nevertheless, he was confident that:  
)‘<RXU/RUGVKLSZLOOUHFHLYHDWKRXVDQGSRXQGVSHUDQXPLQFUHDVHRIUHQWIURPODG\
day next besides 5 per cent on buildings and 5 per cent on all the drains to be cut at 
\RXUH[SHQVH)뤀.DQG,WKLQN\RXUWHQDQWVZLOOEHVDWLVILHGDQGZLOODJUHHWRP\ZLVKHV
UHVSHFWLQJWKHORZODQGLQWKHPRGHRIFXOWLYDWLQJLW)?429 
 
This ideal mode of cultivation for Arram included turnips, which would previously have been 
difficult to cultivate on such waterlogged land. It is remarkable that land formerly described 
DVD)‘PLVHUDEOHXQKHDOWK\DQGXQSURGXFWLYHVZDPS)?FRXOGEHWKRXJKWFDSDEOHRIVXVWDLQLQJ
such vigorous cultivation.430   
 
As F.M.L. Thompson has demonstrated, most landlords who had undertaken the complete 
funding and work of underdraining charged their tenants a percentage on draining outlays, 
and five percent was a common interest charge. However, very few great estates charged 
LQWHUHVWRQEXLOGLQJRXWOD\V$GHVLUHWRUHFRXSSDUWRIWKHeEgremont had contributed 
towards the greater drainage project is understandable. However, interest charges placed 
much of the financial burden of underdraining on tenants.431 
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The progress of the drainage was again impeded by heavy snow and flooding in early 1804. 
$WILUVW&ODULGJHUHSRUWHGWKDW )‘QRWKLQJYHU\PDWHULDOKDVKDSSHQHGWR LPSHGHWKHZRUNV LQ
Arram Carr and the ground continues to drain as fast as the dUDLQV DUH FXW)? +RZHYHU D
PRQWKODWHUWKHDJHQWUHSRUWHGWKDWDVDUHVXOWRIDVXFFHVVLRQRIIORRGV)‘PXFKPLVFKLHIKDV
KDSSHQHGWRWKHZRUNV)?DQGWKHFXOYHUWZKLFKFDUULHGWKHJUHDWGUDLQXQGHU$UUDP%HFNKDG
)‘EORZQXS)?UHVXOWLQJLQD)‘JHQHUDOGHOXJH)?Rf the Carr and low lands, with communication only 
possible by boat. This meant that the agent could not charge rent for land which tenants 
)‘FRXOGQRWJHWXSRQ WRFXOWLYDWH)?432 Despite this further delay and expense to the drainage, 
&ODULGJH)?VFRUUHVSRQGHQFH IURP2FWREHUUHYHDOHGWKDW)‘)?HYHU\GUDLQ,KDYHPDGHLQWR
the main cut is effective and a considerable part of the land has been cultivated and 
SURGXFHGVRPHWROHUDEOHRDWVDQGUDSH)?433 
 
By April 1805, even the lands affected by the 1803 flood promised productive cultivation. In 
2FWREHU&ODULGJHIRXQG)‘QHDUO\WKHZKROHRI$UUDP&DUUFXOWLYDWHG)?DQGUHSRUWHGWKDWLWKDG
)‘SURGXFHG DQ DEXQGDQW FURS RI ERWK UDSH DQG RDWV)?434 With the supervision of a clerk of 
works (paid for by Claridge), the new barns, cottages, dykes and bridges were by then nearly 
FRPSOHWHG&ODULGJHUHSRUWHGWKH)‘JUHDWVDWLVIDFWLRQLQVHHLQJWKLVPLVHUDEOHYLOODJHRI$UUDP
DVVXPHDQHZVKDSH)?DQGVWDWHGWKDW)‘,VKRXOGUHMRLFHPXFKWRULGHRYHUWKHSODFHZLWK\RXU
                                                                                                                                          
D22/15). However, more payments would have been made subsequent to this. A.D.M. Phillips, The 
Underdraining of Farmland, pp.189-190. 
432
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 4 Jan. 1804,16 Feb. 1804, 25 Apr. 1805 and 13 Oct. 
1804. 
433
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 4 Jan. 1804,16 Feb. 1804, 25 Apr. 1805 and 13 Oct. 
1804. 
434
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 25 Apr. 1805. 
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Lordship which at your ODVWYLVLWZDVQRWDFFHVVLEOHE\ERDW)? ,Q$SULO&ODULGJHFRXOG
DOVR UHSRUW WKDW $UUDP FDUU ZDV )‘LQ D SURVSHURXV VWDWH)? WKH ZKROH RI ZKLFK ZRXOG EH LQ
cultivation that year (see the subsequent revaluation of the estate, below).435  
 
This drainage correspondence is evidence of the independence that Claridge enjoyed as 
<RUNVKLUHDJHQW:KLOHKHFRXOGQRWFRQWUROWKHGUDLQDJHFRPPLVVLRQHU)?VGHFLVLRQVUHJDUGLQJ
the broad location of the drains, he could arrange these in negotiation with William Chapman 
to (JUHPRQW)?V DGYDQWDJH &ODULGJH DOVR DGYLVHG (JUHPRQW RQ WKH GHGXFWLRQ RI GUDLQDJH
costs from his income tax.436 Furthermore, the agent appears to have had autonomy over 
the re-letting and reorganisation of the estate, and the method of cultivating it. 
 
6.5 :LOOLDP&KDSPDQ)?VUHSRUWV-1809) 
The participating proprietors of the Beverley and Barmston level were provided with printed 
reports from William Chapman during the drainage, although only the last of these survives 
in the Petworth House Archives. In WKLVODVWUHSRUW&KDSPDQH[SODLQHGWKHUHDVRQVIRU)‘WKH
YHU\XQFRPPRQ IORRGV)? LQ WKHHDUO\PRQWKVRI 7KH UHVWULFWLRQVRI WKH 'UDLQDJH $FW
PHDQW WKDW )‘)?LW ZDV VFDUFHO\ WR EH H[SHFWHG >WKDW LW@)뤀sKRXOG HVFDSH WKH DOPRVW JHQHUDO
inundations which took SODFHRQWKHIHQVDQGORZJURXQGRIWKLVNLQJGRP)?437  
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 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 25 Apr. 1805, 20 Oct. 1805 and 27 Apr. 1806. 
436
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 4 Nov. 1803. 
437
 /RQGRQ $UFKLYH RI WKH ,QVWLWXWH RI &LYLO (QJLQHHUV 0U &KDSPDQ¶V UHSRUWV RQ WKH %HYHUOH\ DQG
Barmston drainage, 1796 to 1809. WSRO, PHA 1094, Printed report by William Chapman on the state 
of the Beverley and Barmston drainage, 15 July 1809.  
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The limitations on the height of the banks of the river Hull imposed by the Holderness 
GUDLQDJHDVZHOODV)‘WKHFRPSXOVLRQRIIRUPLQJQHZEDQNV)?DWDGLVWDQFHIURPWKHULYHUDQG
WKH )‘SDUOLDPHQWDU\ UHVWULFWLRQ RI KDYLQJ DQ RYHUIDOO)?VL[ LQFKHV ORZHU WKDQ WKH +ROGHUQHVV
EDQNVZHUHDOOIDFWRUVLQWKHIORRG7RJHWKHUZLWKWKH)‘OHJDOFDXVHV)?&KDSPDQUHSRUWHGWKDW
WKH)‘ORRVHDQGOLJKWQDWXUHRIWKHVRLO)?WKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIDQHZORFNIRUWKH'ULIILHOG&DQDO 
from 1801 and the self-interested actions of proprietors regardless of injury to land below 
them were further reasons for the damage to agricultural land. Nevertheless, Chapman 
UHSRUWHGWKDWRQWKHZKROH)‘WKH%DUPVWRQGUDLQDJHPD\EHSURQRXQFHGVXIILFLHQtly perfect, 
H[FHSWLQJZKDWUHPDLQVWREHGRQH)?438  
 
Despite its limitations, the completed drainage scheme deserves to be recognised as a 
)‘FODVVLF FLYLO HQJLQHHULQJZRUN)? WKDW UHVXOWHG LQ WKHGUDLQDJHDQG IORRGSURWHFWLRQRI
acres of valuable agricuOWXUDOODQG,WGLGKRZHYHUFRVWDQLQFUHGLEOHeLQVWHDGRIWKH
RULJLQDO HVWLPDWH E\ :LOOLDP &KDSPDQ RI e $V &ODULGJH UHFRJQLVHG GHOD\V GXH WR
flooding, and the high prices demanded for land near Hull (needed for the outfall), promised 
to PDNH LW )‘DYHU\H[SHQVLYHEXVLQHVV)? WKDWPD\DQG LQGHHGGLGFRVWPRUH WKDQe
before it was completed.439 
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 WSRO, PHA 1094, William Chapman on the state of the Beverley and Barmston drainage, 15 July 
1809. 
439
 $:6NHPSWRQµ:LOOLDP&KDSPDQ¶SDQG%(QJOLVKThe Great Landowners, p.193-194; 
$:6NHPSWRQ µ:LOOLDP&KDSPDQS$<RXQJ µ+ROGHUQHVV-Beverley-+XOO¶DW -123. WSRO, 
PHA D22/14, Claridge to Egremont, N.D. [c.1807]. 
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6.6 The revaluation of the Leconfield estate  
Egremont)?V/HFRQILHOGHVWDWHXQGHUZHQWWZRUHQWDOUHYDOXDWLRQVLQWKLVSHULRG7KHVHZHUHLQ
1797, as Kent, Claridge and Pearce took over the agency, and in 1811 after the drainage. In 
WKH ILUVWYDOXDWLRQ&ODULGJH UHSRUWHG WKDW WHQDQWVZHUH )‘YHU\GHVLURXVRINQRZLQJ WKHLUQHZ
UHQWV)? +RZHYHU DFFRUGLQJ WR &ODULGJH WKH WHQDQWV DSSHDUHG )‘VDWLVILHG)? DQGknew that the 
UHQWVZHUH)‘IDLUDQGUHDVRQDEOH)?440 /HDVHVZHUHIURP\HDUWR\HDU)‘DVWKHWHQDQWVZHUHQRW
SUHVVLQJ IRU OHDVHV)? SUREDEO\ GXH WR WKH ULVN RI IORRGLQJ DQG UHQWV ZHUH QRW DOWHUHG IRU
elderly tenants.441  
 
&ODULGJH)?V UHYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH /HFRQILHOGestate in 1811 revealed the extent of farm 
rationalisation following the drainage, although this cannot be easily separated from the 
effect of wartime inflation. While only one tenant was replaced, and one habitation pulled 
down, over sixty percent of the remaining forty-nine tenants faced increased rents. Eight 
tenants saw an amplified rental for enlarged farms, while for a further eighteen tenants, rent 
increases did not involve an alteration to the acreage of their farms, but probably reflected 
the perceived increased productivity of the farms following the drainage and reorganisation 
of the estate, and included interest charges for building and underdrainage work, that were 
not listed separately in the rental.442  
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 WSRO, PHA D22/12, Claridge to Egremont, 16 April 1797. 
441
 WSRO, PHA D22/12, Claridge to Egremont, 7 Sep 1797. 
442
 WSRO, PHA 1471, Survey and valuation of the Earl of Egremont's estates at Leconfield, Arram and 
Scorbrough, Yorkshire, by John Claridge, 1811. 
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FIGURE 5: LECONFIELD (1812), BY JOHN CLARIDGE, PHA 5188443 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The revaluation also provided an opportunity to readjust rents to reflect the contemporary 
high price of wheat.444 On average, rents on the Leconfield estate increased by twenty-three 
pounds between 1797 and 1811, although this average was swollen by the amplified rents 
and acreages of four large farms of between 105 and 230 acres, where tenants saw 
increases of between thirty-three and seventy-seven pounds for enlarged farms. The median 
increase in rent was two and a half pounds, with a mean increase of around three quarters of 
an acre, although as suggested sixty-five percent of farms remained the same size. This 
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 WSRO, PHA 5188 Extracts from Map of the Estates of the Right Hon. the Earl of Egremont in 
Leconfield, Arram and Scorbrough in the East Riding of the County of York, 1812 by John Claridge. 
Scale 1 inch to 6 chains (Extracts are reduced scale). Digital photographs, frames 10 and 14 
(September 2007). 
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 S. Wade Martins, Farmers, Landlords and Landscapes, p.36 
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included thirteen tenants who did not see any changes in rent or acreage to their holdings, 
who were perhaps not affected by the drainage, or who were elderly. 
  
Calculations of rent per acre enable a clearer picture of rent change at this revaluation. 
Sixteen out of the forty-nine tenants saw an increased rent of less than fifty per cent on their 
previous rent, while a further sixteen tenants experienced a doubling of rent per acre. Three 
tenants saw rents more than double, including Samuel and William North at Leconfield, 
whose rent per acre in 1811 was nearly two and a half times more than the valuation in 1797 
as a result of a significant reduction in their farms, from thirty-nine to ten acres and from a 
sixty-two acre farm to a smallholding of two acres respectively. These were two of only six 
tenants who saw a decrease in rent that generally involved a loss of acreage. Four of these 
tenants lost between twenty-nine and sixty acres, and their rents fell between sixteen and 
seventy-four pounds. It is likely that these large farms were not reduced in size and 
dispersed to smaller tenants, but were re-let to other large tenants such as William and 
Thomas Lee, John Brandham and John Clarke.445  
 
The changing rental at Leconfield did not significantly alter the distribution of farm size. 
There was no change in the number of farms valued at fifty pounds or less, but a limited loss 
of medium-sized tenant farms valued between seventy-six pounds and ninety pounds. There 
ZDVDOVRDULVHLQWKHQXPEHURI)‘H[WUDODUJH)?IDUPVZLWKUHQWVRYHUe$V6WHSKHQ'DQLHOV
                                                 
445
 WSRO, PHA 1471, Survey at Leconfield, 1811. 
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and Charles Watkins have observed for 8YHGDOH 3ULFH)?VFoxley estate in Herefordshire, 
(JUHPRQW)?V/HFRQILHOGHVWDWHIDOOVIDUVKRUWRI1DWKDQLHO.HQW)?VPRGHOHVWDWHGHVSLWHEHLQJ
reorganised by the firm of which he was head.446 
 
Although an anti-PRQRSROLVWDQGDGYRFDWHRIVPDOOIDUPV.HQWDUJXHGWKDW)‘WKHQDWXUHRIRXU
VRLO)?Ln England) could not support the farms of twenty to thirty acres that were common in 
Flanders. Kent suggested, therefore that no farms should have rents of less than thirty 
pounds.447 However, at Leconfield, forty-one and forty-seven percent of farms had rents of 
less than thirty pounds in 1797 and 1811, and thirty percent of the total number of farms 
were less than five acres in both surveys.448 Nevertheless, while holdings this small may 
have provided land for a house, pasture and shelter for a small number of animals and some 
land to grow vegetables, it is unlikely that they represented the main source of income for 
households. As such, they could be considered cottage smallholdings, or land for poor 
cottagers to enable them to keep a cow, a strategy for which Kent was a well known.   
 
The Leconfield estate was also divided into several much larger properties. In his Hints, Kent 
argued that large farms did not offer the conveniences and economies that many landowners 
credited them with, and that the contemporary engrossing of farms at the expense of smaller 
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 TabOHDGDSWHGIURP6'DQLHOVDQG&:DWNLQVµ3LFWXUHVTXHODQGVFDSLQJDQGHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW
Uvedale Price at Foxley, 1770-¶Rural History 1.HQWµ$GYDQWDJHVUHVXOWLQJIURP
VPDOOIDUPVDQGWKRVHRIWKHPRVWSURILWDEOHVL]HGHVFULEHG¶Ln Hints to gentlemen of landed property 
(London, 1775), pp.204-222. 
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 N. Kent, Hints to gentlemen (London, 1775), p.215. 
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 WSRO, PHA 1471, Survey at Leconfield, 1811. 
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WHQDQWV ZDV EDVHG RQ )‘LOO-GLJHVWHG FDOFXODWLRQV)? WKDW OHG WR )‘FRQVLGHUDEOH SULYDWH ORVV DQG
SXEOLFFDODPLW\)?.HQWVXJJHVWHGWKDWWKHODUJHVWIDUPRQKLVPRGHOHVWDWHVKRXOGKDYHDUHQW
RI RQO\ e449 The Leconfield estate farms were considerably larger than this ideal, the 
ODUJHVWEHLQJ:LOOLDP/HH)?VIDUPRIDFUHVZLWKDUHQWRIe7ZHQW\-four and thirty-one 
SHUFHQWRI IDUPVLQDQGKDGUHQWVJUHDWHU WKDQeDW/HFRQILHOG/DUJHIDUPV
were not limited to the Leconfield estate, though but can also be seen at Wressle and 
Thornton in the 1797 survey. Nevertheless, the high rents of some of the Leconfield farms 
may be in part explained by the dominance of horse breeding in the parish. As Claridge 
observed: 
)‘0DQ\RIWKHWHQDQWVKDYHH[SHQGHGYHU\FRQVLGHUDEOHVXPVRQWKHLUIDUPEXLOGLQJV
and particularly on their stabling - but it may be necessary to observe that some of 
these buildings are calculated mostly for their own private convenience as horse 
GHDOHUV)뤀 DWSUHVHQW WKHFKLHI UHWXUQ LQ WKHSDULVKVHHPV WREHPDGHE\EUHHGLQJ
DQGPRVWO\E\PDNLQJXS\RXQJFRDFKKRUVHVIRUWKH/RQGRQPDUNHW)?450 
 
7KLV YDOXDEOH WUDGHDVVLVWHG LQ WKHFUHDWLRQRI ODUJH )‘RSXOHQW)? WHQDQWVDQGZHOO-constructed 
farm buildings at Leconfield, such as those at Castle Farm on the site of the former Percy 
castle. Of the ten tenants with the largest acreages in the 1797 and 1811 surveys, seven and 
eight of the farms were located at Leconfield respectively. Only three farms over 160 acres 
were situated at Arram in both surveys, probably due to the restricted cultivation of the flood-
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 N. Kent, Hints to gentlemen, p.206, 216. 
450
 WSRO, PHA 3075, Survey, East Riding, 1797. 
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prone carrs and the limited number and quality of farm buildings. Although both factors 
received some attention during the drainage improvements on the estate, Arram remained 
the poor neighbour to nearby Leconfield, from which George Wyndham took his title as Lord 
Leconfield in 1859. As in 1797, most farms were let in 1811 from year to year, although 
some larger farms from two- to five-hundred acres were let for nineteen years. Crops grown 
on the heavy loam soil at Leconfield included wheat, oats, barley, beans and turnips, with 
rape and mangold wurzel on the carrs. 451 
 
7DNLQJ.HQW)?VPRGHO IRUDFUHVZHFDQ LQIHU WKDWDDFUHHVWDWHVKRXOGVXpport 
sixty-four families. However, at Leconfield in 1797 and 1811 between twenty-six and twenty-
nine tenants held land valued at thirty pounds or more. As Daniels and Watkins also found, 
though, this number of tenants was at least greater than Kent suggested was the norm, 
ZKHUH)‘WKHJHQHUDOLW\RIODUJHHVWDWHVGRQRWVXSSRUWDERYHDWKLUGSDUWRIWKHVHIDPLOLHV)?$V
at Foxley, if smallholders with farms valued at less than thirty pounds but with more than five 
acres are included in the calculation, the number of families supported on the estate rises to 
thirty-four, and if tenants with less than five acres are also included, forty-nine tenant families 
could potentially live on the estate )? DILJXUHPXFKFORVHUWR.HQW)?VPRGHO452 
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 WSRO, PHA 1471, Survey at Leconfield, 1811; History, topography and directory of East Yorkshire 
(with Hull) (Preston, T. Bulmer and Co., 1892). 
452
 N. Kent, Hints to gentlemen, p.217-218; WSRO, PHA 1471, Survey at Leconfield, 1811; S. Daniels 
and C. Watkinsµ3LFWXUHVTXHODQGVFDSLQJDQGHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW¶S 
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Importantly, the total acreage of the Leconfield estate remained constant between 1797 and 
1811 at 4,084 acres, suggesting that the drainage had not increased the amount of land 
rented, but had improved its potential for cultivation and reflected the enhanced quality of 
farm buildings. There was a significant rise in total rental income from the estate under the 
QHZDUUDQJHPHQWZLWKDQLQFUHDVHRIeWKDWEURXJKWWKHWRWDOUHQWDOWRe7KLVLV
close to the thousand pounds per annum increase in rent estimated by Claridge in 1803, 
although the later figure probably also included interest repayments, which were not listed 
separately and was also influenced by wartime speculation. Although impressive, the total 
rental falls far short of the first optimistic estimate of an increase in value of the land at Arram 
WREHWZHHQeDQGe453 
 
While it has been noted above that the five percent interest repayments placed a burden on 
tenants, the 1811 revaluation recorded that only one tenant was replaced, and another 
removed when their habitation was pulled down. This suggests that those tenants who 
remained were happy to pay the improved rents and costs; and this was certainly the 
LPSUHVVLRQ JLYHQ E\ &ODULGJH)?V FRUUHVSRQGHQFH ZLWK KLV HPSOR\HU  ,Q 2FWREHU  WKH
agent reported WKDW)‘WKHWHQDQWVDUHDOOVDWLVILHGDQGKDSS\LQWKHLUQHZHQJDJHPHQWDQGWKH
ZKROHRIWKHDGYDQFHRIeSHUDQQXPZLOOEHFKHHUIXOO\SDLG)?454  
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 WSRO, PHA 1471; PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 13 October 1803; PHA 3075, Survey, East 
Riding, 1797. 
454
 WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 20 Oct. 1805; Claridge to William Tyler, 14 March 
1805. 
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However, earlier the same year Claridge had written to the Petworth agent William Tyler and 
UHPDUNHG)‘ZKDWYLROHQWSHRSOHZHKDYHDW$UUDP)?$VDUHVXOWRI WKLVXQLGHQWLILHGSURWHVWRU
GDPDJHWRSURSHUW\WZRGZHOOLQJV)‘ZKLFKDUHPHUHKXWV)?ZHUHSXOOHGGRZQ7KLVUHODWLYHO\
minor protest can be seen in the light of a long tradition of rioting, such as in 1628 following 
the drainage of Hatfield Chase in South Yorkshire by Cornelius Vermuyden (1590-1677). 
Other such protests include the destruction of a mill and fences by commoners in the parish 
of Stokesby in the Norfolk Broads during 1725, and the prolonged obstruction and later 
rioting at Otmoor in Oxfordshire following the attempted implementation of an unpopular 
drainage act in 1829.455  
 
,W FDQ EH LPSOLHG IURP &ODULGJH)?V FRUUHVSRQGHQFH ZLWK KLV FROOHDJXH WKDW QRW HYHU\ WHQDQW
was content with the rent increases. It is likely, too, that these evicted tenants were 
cottagers, who suffered further from the loss of the carrs.456 Contemporary observers noted 
WKDW WKH FDUUV ZHUH IRUPHUO\ H[WHQVLYH LQ WKH +XOO 9DOOH\ EXW ZHUH LQ D )‘JUHDW GHJUHH
destroyed by the drainagHV)?$V+(6WULFNODQGFODLPHG )‘VXFKVPDOOPDWWHUVRIFRPIRUWRU
UDWKHURIOX[XU\)?DVWKHSURGXFWLRQRIILVKDQGZLOGIRZORQWKHFDUUVKDGEHHQ)‘RYHUORRNHGLQ
>YLHZRI@JUHDWQDWLRQDO LPSURYHPHQWV)?+RZHYHU LWFRXOGEHDUJXHGWKDWWKHFDUUVZHUHQRW
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1700-1780 /RQGRQ+XWFKLQVRQS&7D\ORU µ3ost-PHGLHYDOGUDLQDJHRIPDUVKDQGIHQ¶
in H. Cook and T. Williamson, eds., Water management, p.11. See &7LOO\µ$FKDQJHRIUHSHUWRLUHV¶LQ
Popular Contention in Great Britain, 1758-1834 (Harvard, 1995), p.60, and & *ULIILQ µ.QRZDEOH
geographies? The reporting of incendiarism in the eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century English 
SURYLQFLDOSUHVV¶Journal of Historical Geography, 32, 1 (2006), 38-56. 
 
456
 µ7KXVZKHQIHQDQGPDUVKODQGVZHUHGUDLQHGUHFODLPHGDQGSDUWVJLYHQWRRXWVLGHUVORFDOSHRSOH 
ZLWKFRPPRQULJKWVIDFHGUXLQ¶&7D\ORUµ3RVW-PHGLHYDOGUDLQDJH¶S6HHDOVR-7KLUVNFenland 
farming in the sixteenth century /HLFHVWHU  DQG - 7KLUVN µ7KH LVOH RI $[KROPH EHIRUH
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sites of luxury, but sites of necessity for poorer cottagers.457 Smaller tenants would also have 
suffered disproportionately from the continued flooding of the area, and from the burden of 
interest charges. It is intriguing that even on an estate managed by the renowned firm Kent, 
Claridge and Pearce who viewed their role as one with responsibility to tenants as well as to 
employers, drainage resulted in hardship for some tenants, and even limited protest.458 
 
Nevertheless, it was not just small tenants that had difficulties. In December 1830 John 
Brandham, a tenant of 310 acres at Leconfield Park relinquished the farm that he and his 
IDWKHUKDGRFFXSLHG)‘IRUPRUHWKDQVHYHQW\\HDUV)?%UDQGKDPDQGKLVIDPLO\KDGRYHUVHHQ
the replacement of all the buildings on the farm, including a new house, and had paid for all 
ODERXU IRU WKHVH LPSURYHPHQWV +H KDG DFFHSWHG &ODULGJH)?V  UHYDOXDWLRQ ZKLFK KDG
)‘DGYDQFHGWKHIDUPIURPeWReSHUDQQXP)?DQGZKLF KHEHOLHYHG)‘ZDVeSHU\HDU
DERYHLWVYDOXH)?)XUWKHUPRUHhe had suffered heavy flooding during 1828 and 1829, when 
FURSVZHUH )‘HQWLUHO\ZDVWHG)?DQGZKHQ&ODULGJHGHVSLWH UHWXUQLQJ WKH\HDU)?V UHQW WRVRPH
tenants, saw fit to reimburse Brandham for his damaged thirty acres with an allowance of 
only sixteen pounds. When Brandham asked for abatement in 1829, Claridge had apparently 
refused, and suggested he give up the farm, which was quickly re-let to another person for 
)‘eRUeOHVV)?459 It is clear then, that some tenants, both large and small, resented the 
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 % (QJOLVK µ3DWWHUQV RI HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW LQ HDVW <RUNVKLUH F- F¶ Ag. Hist. Rev. 32 
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 WSRO, PHA 1095, Yorkshire estate papers; John Brandham to Earl of Egremont, 28 Dec. 1830.  
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rent increases following the Beverley drainage. Furthermore, even large tenants struggled in 
years when flooding damaged crops. 
 
6.7 Summary: the impact of the Beverley and Barmston drainage 
As June Sheppard has demonstrated, the Beverley and Barmston level was drained more 
efficiently than the Holderness level that had provided such opposition to the scheme. 
+RZHYHUDVVXJJHVWHGE\:LOOLDP&KDSPDQ)?VUHSRUWPDQ\SDUWVRIWKH%HYHUOH\OHYHO
were flooded in winter, and in July 1828 the surveyor of the dUDLQDJH )‘VDLOHG LQ D ERDW
without much interruption, over land and fences, in a direct line from Hull Bridge to 
)URGLQJKDP%ULGJH)?WKHOHQJWKRIWKHULYHU+XOO 
 
Despite the risk of flooding, most of the Beverley carrs were ploughed and grew wheat, oats 
and barley although some of the lowest parts remained pasture.460 Arable land once 
GHVFULEHG DV D )‘PLVHUDEOH XQKHDOWK\ DQG XQSURGXFWLYH VZDPS)? DW $UUDP QRZ VXSSRUWHG
turnips and other root crops that were crucial to the enhancement of soil fertility. In 
conjunction with the drainage, the rebuilding of barns, cottages, dykes and bridges 
WUDQVIRUPHGWKH)‘PLVHUDEOHYLOODJHRI$UUDP)?LQWRDPRUHU VSHFWDEOHEXWVWLOOOHVVHUKDPOHWRI
Leconfield.461    
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 J.A. Sheppard, The Draining of the Hull Valley, p.16-19. 
461
 WSRO, PHA 3075, Survey, East Riding, 1797. WSRO, PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 13 Oct. 
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The revaluation of the Leconfield estate examined above produced a rental increase of 
e WKDW UHIOHFWHG SUREDEOH LPSURYHG FURS \LHOGV DV ZHOO DV WKH UDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ RI IDUP
layout and buildings, and the influence of wartime inflation. Nevertheless, this increase does 
not seem to be as significant when compared ZLWKWKHeRXWOD\PDGHE\Egremont. As 
scholars have recognised, drainage brought a very low rate of return on investment.462 
Despite this, the provision of land drainage was one of the greatest influences on landscape 
change from the late eighteenth century, and brought large areas of wetland into 
cultivation.463 Nevertheless, as argued above WKHVH DUHDV ZHUH QRW WKH )‘ZDVWHODQG)?
characterised by Arthur Young and others, but may have been productive wetland 
landscapes in their own right. 
 
An understanding of the Beverley drainage and the many other schemes in the Hull valley 
JRHV VRPH ZD\ WR FRUUHFWLQJ WKH YLHZ WKDW )‘GXULQJ WKH ZDU SHULRG WKHUH LV YHU\ OLWWOH
HYLGHQFH)뤀tKDW WKH ODQGRZQHUV ZHUH ILQDQFLQJ DQ\ SHUPDQHQW LPSURYHPHQWV DSDUW IURP
HQFORVXUHV)?464 It also suggests that the picture presented by current agricultural literature 
that little draining had taken place in England by 1800 may need reinterpretation.465  
 
7KH%HYHUOH\DQG%DUPVWRQGUDLQDJHVFKHPHZDVRIFRXUVHQRWWKHRQO\)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?RQ
EgremoQW)?V (DVW <RUNVKLUH HVWDWHV 1RWDEOH DPRQJVW WKH RWKHUV ZHUH &ODULGJH)?V GUDLQDJH
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 A.D.M. Phillips, The Underdraining of Farmland, p.17. 
463S. Wade Martins, The English Model Farm. Building the Agricultural Ideal, 1700-1914 (Macclesfield, 
Windgather, 2002), p.13. 
464
 F.M.L. Thompson, English Landed Society, p.226. 
465
 A.D.M. Phillips, The Underdraining of Farmland, p.46. 
 168 
DQGHPEDQNPHQWRIWKH7KRUQWRQHVWDWHZKLFKE\KDGFRVWeWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI
the Pocklington Canal (1816-1818) and other ventures in Yorkshire in enclosure, drainage, 
rebuilding and mineral prospecting (the latter examined in detail in chapter nine).466 The 
development of the Pocklington Canal gives a brief insight into the political manoeuvrings by 
aristocratic landowners and proprietors of inland navigations such as Lord Rockingham and 
his heir the second Earl Fitzwilliam (1748-1833). Fitzwilliam was a member of the Board of 
Agriculture, and a correspondent with Egremont regarding proximate estates in the East 
Riding, and (as a former Lord Lieutenant of Ireland), potential absentee taxes in 1798. The 
engineers William Chapman, and later George Leather and son designed and constructed 
WKLVFDQDOWKDWPDGH(JUHPRQW)?V7KRUQWRQHVWDWHPRUHDFFHVVLEOHDQGFDUULHGFRDOIHUWLOLVHU
corn, timber and flour between Pocklington and the river Derwent until it was purchased by 
the York & North Midland Railway in 1848. 
 
The story of the Beverley and Barmston drainage illustrates many themes common to the 
ZKROHHQWHUSULVHRI LPSURYHPHQW -RKQ&ODULGJH)?VFRQFHUQWKDW)‘LQWKHFDVHRI expenditure 
>@ , WKLQN , DP DFWLQJ SHUKDSV FRQWUDU\ WR /RUG (JUHPRQW)?V ZLVKHV)? LV LQGLFDWLYH RI WKH
recurring difficulties inherent in the management of distant estates. 467 This particular theme 
is further explored in chapter seven on the Wyndham investment in Australia. The Beverley 
DQG%DUPVWRQVFKHPHZDVFRPSOLFDWHGIXUWKHUE\WKHPXOWLSOHDJHQWVDFWLQJRQ(JUHPRQW)?V
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EHKDOIWKHILUP.HQW&ODULGJHDQG3HDUFHDFWLQJVROHO\DV(JUHPRQW)?VDJHQWWKHMRXUQDOLVW
and commentator Arthur Young, as well as the engineer William Chapman, whose loyalties 
were divided between multiple landowners. The relationships between these various 
landowners were also complex and in need of careful management, a theme that also 
emerges in relation to the Pocklington Canal.   
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CHAPTER SEVEN: 
THE WYNDHAM INVESTMENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
-  )‘7KHVHGLVWDQWWKLQJVRQO\SURGXFHYH[DWLRQDQGWURXEOH)? 
 
This chapter considers the investment in the new province of South Australia by Colonel 
Wyndham (1787-1869) on his inheritance of the Wyndham estates in 1837: a significant, if 
abortive attempt at colonial land speculation, estate management overseas, and assisted 
emigration.468 The chapter examines the Wyndham investment in early South Australia in the 
context of other earlier interests in the Swan River settlement in Western Australia, in Van 
'LHPHQ)?V ODQG 7DVPDQLD DQG LQ 1HZ 6RXWK :DOHV ,WH[DPLQHV KRZ WKH HVWDWH ZDV
HVWDEOLVKHG DQG WKH UROH SOD\HG E\ NH\ ILJXUHV VXFK DV :\QGKDP)?V ODQG DJHQWV DQG WKH
settlers sent out to the estate, in both the management, and the failure of the venture. It will 
examine the motives for this investment, and why such a failing estate should have been 
held onto for so long.  
 
To the extent that the investment involved assisted emigration, Wyndham was following the 
tradition of benevolence and shrewd expenditure created by his father, the third Earl of 
Egremont and the Reverend Thomas Sockett at Petworth. Between them Egremont and 
Sockett had established the Petworth Emigration Committee that had assisted over 1,800 
                                                 
468
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people to emigrate to Upper Canada between 1832 and 1837.469 (JUHPRQW)?V SROLF\ RI
assisted emigration was in response to population pressure, underemployment, incendiarism 
(from 1830 to 1831) and rising Poor Rates in Sussex during this period and it was facilitated 
by the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 that gave parishes, rather than government, 
responsibility for assisted emigration.470 Although the Petworth emigrations resulted in a 
doubtless welcome reduction in Poor Rates, Egremont waV QRW VLPSO\ )‘VKRYHOOLQJ RXW
SDXSHUV)?IRUHFRQRPLFJDLQ471 This is evident from the care which the Petworth Emigration 
Committee took with the selection of emigrants, their outfitting prior to departure, the 
supervision on the voyage and their concern that the emigrants were found employment, as 
ZHOO DV WKH DSSDUHQW JUDWLWXGH RI HPLJUDQWV)? OHWWHUV KRPH DOO RI ZKLFK VXJJHVW WKDW WKH
assistance was mutually beneficial. In contrast to (JUHPRQW)?V SKLODQWKURS\ KRZHYHU WKH
Wyndham investment in South Australia appears to have been primarily concerned with 
creating personal wealth, rather than alleviating rural poverty. The critical difference between 
WKHWZRFRORQLDOLQYHVWPHQWVZDVWKDW&RORQHO:\QGKDP)?VVSHFXODWLRQZDVLQODQGOLYHVWRFN
and South Australia Company shares, rather than emigrants. A number of people received 
assisted passages to Australia, but on a smaller scale than under the third Earl. 
                                                 
469
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7.1 Early interest in Australia 
The first mention of Australia in the Petworth archives appears to be a letter from a Thomas 
Barrister to the Earl of Egremont in November 1829.472 Barrister described a conversation he 
had with Egremont in the past regarding the Swan River settlement in Western Australia. On 
his arrival at this fledgling colony, Barrister wrote to Egremont of his disappointment at the 
UHDOLW\DVRSSRVHG WR WKHHDUOLHU UHSRUWVRI WKH ODQGVFDSHRI6ZDQ5LYHU )‘RXUKRSHVZHUH
high )? and on communicating with those who had arrived before us and on their telling us 
that we had all been greatly deceived, PDQ\DPRQJVWXVZHUHJUHDWO\GHSUHVVHG)?%DUULVWHU
UHSRUWHGKRZHYHU WKDWKH)‘ZDVGHWHUPLQHGDIWHUFRPLQJIURPRQHHQGRI WKHJOREH WR WKH
RWKHUWRJRDQGVHHDQGMXGJHIRU>KLPVHOI@)?$W6ZDQ5LYHU 
)‘There are parts on the river not exceeded in beauty or fertility by any country )? a 
river has been found forty miles to the south, the banks of which are described in the 
most glowing terms )? and great hopes are entertained of the south )? and equal 
hopes of the north end a report is now current, that a fine district has been found 
there )? on the whole [I] think that the country will turn out well.)?473  
 
'HVSLWH WKHVH SRVLWLYH LPSUHVVLRQV %DUULVWHU )‘ZRXOG QRW \HW WDNH XSRQ >KLPVHOI@ WR
UHFRPPHQGDQ\SHUVRQ WRFRPHKHUH IRU WKHSUHVHQW)?7KH OHWWHUVXJJHVWV WKat  Egremont 
was interested in the developing Swan River colony, which already had considerable 
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473
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aristocratic investment.474 It also implies that promotional material on the colony may have 
misinformed potential colonists. Despite his enthusiastic report on the landscape, Barrister 
dissuaded Egremont from considering the colony as an investment in its still embryonic 
VWDJH %\ 6HSWHPEHU  KRZHYHU WKH VDPH %DUULVWHU UHSRUWHG WKDW )‘FRQVLGHUDEOH
SURJUHVV KDV EHHQ PDGH LQ H[SORULQJ WKH FRXQWU\)? GHVFULELQJ SRtential timber and 
DJULFXOWXUDOSUDFWLFHV7KHFRORQ\ )‘LVH[WUHPHO\KHDOWK\)?DQG IDLOHG IDUPVDUH )‘WKUR>XJK@EDG
PDQDJHPHQW)? UDWKHU WKDQ SRRU TXDOLW\ ODQG475 Nevertheless, Egremont seems not to have 
taken the idea of the Swan River colony any further.   
 
It is clear that at the time of the establishment of the Petworth Emigration Committee, the 
Reverend Sockett had at the very least considered Australia as a potential destination for 
emigrants. Sockett had written to the Duke of Richmond, a local landowner with an estate at 
QHDUE\*RRGZRRGDQGRQHRI WKH*RYHUQPHQW)?V ILYH(PLJUDWLRQ&RPPLVVLRQHUV  WR
FODLPLQJ WKDW )‘>Z@LWK WKHUDSLGO\ LQFUHDVLQJSRSXODWLRQHPLJUDWLRQPXVWEH UHVSHFWHG
DQG,KDYHEHHQORRNLQJWRZDUGV$XVWUDOLD)?476 Nevertheless, it appears that Egremont did not 
regard Australia as an advantageous alternative destination for emigrants until he was 
persuaded otherwise by the armed revolt by part of the French population in Lower Canada 
LQ)‘>W@KH&DQDGDV>EHLQJ@LQWKDWVWDWHDs nRWWRLQYLWHVHWWOHUVWKHUH)?.477 North America 
KDG EHHQ (JUHPRQW)?V QDWXUDO FKRLFH GXH WR WKH H[WHQVLYH H[SHULHQFH DQG FRQWDFWV PDGH
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through the assisted emigration scheme from 1832. The increasing instability of the 
province, however, led to a shift in interest to the developing Australian continent. The urgent 
necessity of finding an alternative location to settle poor (and riotous) English tenants was 
recognised by the Reverend Sockett, who argued that,  
)‘>Z@KLOHZHKDYHWKHUDSLGO\LQFUHDVLQJSRSXODWLRQHPLJUDWLRQPXVWEHUHVRUWHGWR)?
a stream must be kept flowing unless the landed proprietors be overflowed. With 
these impressions strongly upon me I have been looking towards Australia confident 
that you will give such assistance as can be reasonably looked IRU)?.478  
 
5HYHUHQG 6RFNHWW PD\ ZHOO KDYH HQFRXUDJHG &RORQHO :\QGKDP)?V LQWHUHVW LQ $XVWUDOLD
IROORZLQJ KLV IDWKHU)?V GHDWK LQ  WKH \HDU RI WKLV FRUUHVSRQGHQFH 6RFNHWW KDG EHHQ
:\QGKDP)?VWXWRUDQGDVVXFKPD\KDYHEHHQSDUWLFXODUO\LQIOXHQWLDORQWKHnew landowner. 
However, while Egremont had been only eleven years old when he inherited the estate, 
Colonel Wyndham was fifty when he gained control of much of this land, and may well have 
had interests in colonial development already, formed through his experience in the British 
Navy and his service in the West Indies.479 ,WZDV:\QGKDP)?VRZQVXJJHVWLRQWKDW 
)‘I would like to purchase 1,000 acres of good land in Sidney or Van Diemans [sic] 
ODQG)뤀sHQGRXWWKHVH\RXQJPHQILWWHGRXWZLWKDFHU WDLQTXDQWLW\RI live stock, and 
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H[SHGLWLRQ WR 6WUDOVXQG RQ 6LU -DPHV 0F'RQDOG¶V VWDII :DV SUHVHQW DW WKH ERPEDUGPHQW RI
Copenhagen, the siege of Flushing and the capture of the Danish Fleet 1807. Served in the Walcheren 
expedition, 1809, at the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo, 1812, And with the army under command of Lord 
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LPSOHPHQWVRIKXVEDQGU\)뤀aOORZWKHPVRPHWKLQJIRUWKHILUV W\HDUVWRHQDEOHWKHP
WRRYHUFRPHGLIILFXOWLHV)?REOLJHWKHPWRSD\DVPDOO UHQWWRSUHYHQWDQ\PLVWDNHRI
whose property it is, and to secure myself against their selling it and moving away, 
VKRXOGWKH\WXUQRXWEDGO\)?.480  
 
This outline scheme already contains the essence of the South Australia investment. The 
idea was shifted geographically after the advice of James Marr Brydone, (who had been 
superintendent on the Petworth EmigraWLRQ&RPPLWWHH)?VILUVW&DQDGLDQHPLJUDWLRQVKLSDQG
later became agent to Colonel Wyndham at Petworth), and on the examination of information 
obtained by Sockett on the South Australia Company and province. This information from Mr 
Wheeler, the manager of the South Australia Company and a frequent correspondent, was 
SUREDEO\ VLPLODU WR WKDW FXUUHQW LQ  ZKLFK LQGLFDWHG WKDW RYHU e KDG EHHQ
invested in the Company, and that it owned 10,000 sheep, 1,000 cattle, 35,000 acres of 
land, and two whaling and three coastal vessels. Its buildings at Adelaide and the Port were 
ZRUWK e ZKLOH e ZDV RQ GHSRVLW LQ WKH EDQN DQG LQ RXWVWDQGLQJ ORDQV WR
tenants.481 This impressive prospectus, or something like it, must have persuaded Wyndham 
to invest in the province. Other promotional material found in the archives includes individual 
copies of The Emigration Gazette and Colonial Advocate (1842), The South Australian 
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(1841) and The South Australian Record (1841) that provided regular news of events in the 
colony.482  
 
It is clear from these documents that Australia held a considerable fascination for both 
Egremont and his son. It is clear, too, that the timing of the South Australian investment was 
influenced both by the uprising in Lower Canada (1837) and by the death of Egremont in the 
VDPH \HDU &RORQHO :\QGKDP)?V LQKHULWDQFH SURYLGHG DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR LQYHVW LQ $XVWUDOLD
and he was probably persuaded by the Reverend Sockett as to the suitability of this ambition 
for both public benevolence and for private gain. The establishment of the province of South 
$XVWUDOLD LQ  MXVW WZR \HDUV EHIRUH :\QGKDP EHJDQ LQYHVWLQJ WKHUH WKH SURYLQFH)?V
rapid development, combined with favourable reports and celebratory promotional literature, 
probably determined the ORFDWLRQRI:\QGKDP)?VLQYHVWPHQW 
 
7.2 The Purchase of land in South Australia 
In 1838 Colonel Wyndham purchased 960 acres of land (in twelve 80-acre sections) in the 
province of South AustUDOLDDW WKHFRVWRIeDQDFUH.483 A letter of August 1838 from one 
James Waddell to Sockett suggests that the holding may have been extended to 4000 acres 
as it relates that Waddell and his colleagues  
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)‘VKDOOEHKDSS\WR OHDUQWKDW WKHVXEMHFWZHDGGUHVVHG&RO:\QGKDPXSRQEHIRUH
he left London about extending his purchase to 4,000 acres with the objects of 
sending out those of his tenantry in England and Ireland who might wish to emigrate 
meets his views  - every account from the colony gives more and more flattering 
SURVSHFWVRILWVDGYDQWDJHVDQGSURVSHULW\)?.484.  
 
Spencer Thomas has maintained that 4,000 acres were in fact purchased by Wyndham. 
However, this is difficult to establish given the indefinite nature of the letter (above), and the 
absence of this potential purchase from the accounts or from later correspondence.485 
:DGGHOO)?VOHWWHUFHUWDLQO\GRHVLQGLFDWHnonetheless, that Wyndham considered reproducing 
the earlier Canadian emigration scheme on an equally large scale.  
 
Assisted emigration did take place from both England and Ireland to Australia, although the 
exact number of Wyndham emigrants is unknown. As a result of purchasing 12 sections (960 
acres) from the South Australia Company, Wyndham was entitled to send out 48 emigrants 
as steerage passengers, although the eventual number was greater. Over 100 emigrants are 
named in the archives, while others are referred to anonymously.486 A figure of 300 was 
mentioned in 1841 and subsequent references suggest at least double this total.487 A loose, 
XQGDWHGQRWHIURP:\QGKDPWR6RFNHWWVWDWLQJWKDW)‘VRXOVZHQWWR$XstralLD)?DSSHDUVWR
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corroborate this.488 The fact that these emigrants remain anonymous and even uncounted 
suggests that this scheme was less systematic than the previous emigrations to Canada. 
 
The assisted emigration and settlement of the Ayliffe family from Devon on two eighty acre 
sections near Adelaide forms a significant part of this South Australian estate record. Colonel 
:\QGKDP)?VSXUFKDVHRIQHDUO\DFUHVHQDEOHGWKH$\OLIIHIDPLO\DQGRWKHUVWRUHQWODQG
in the province, rather than needing to wait to obtain public land only after working as 
labourers to earn the capital for such a purchase. This policy of settlement was not 
compatible with the ideals that established the colony, and was contrary to the wishes of the 
government. While assisted emigration was a welcome source of labour, a corresponding 
assisted settlement policy was discouraged as it conflicted with contemporary concepts of 
colonial development promoted by Edward Gibbon Wakefield.489 In correspondence with the 
Colonial Office, Wyndham was informed that:  
)‘The difficulty is to find the means of defraying the transport of the people, and that 
once landed in the Colony they are as well, and better disposed of as labourers than 
as settlers upon the land. I do not at all mean by this that the purchase of colonial 
lands may not prove a profitable investment and in that manner facilitate the 
measures of a Proprietor who is liberal enough to assist Emigration. All I mean is 
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that it is a question of investment that it would be required to be considered and not 
as an indLVSHQVDEOHSDUWRI(PLJUDWLRQ)?.490  
 
1HYHUWKHOHVV:\QGKDPSHUVLVWHGZLWKKLVSODQVRIDVVLVWHGFRORQLVDWLRQ7KH ODQGRZQHU)?V
instructions to the Ayliffes in 1838 were that: 
)‘, UHWrain to myself the property in all the land, the houses and other buildings of 
every description that may be erected thereon, and in all the live stock implements of 
husbandry and other things now sent, or hereafter to be sent by me (excepting such 
provisions as are intended for immediate consumption) as a landlord in this country 
UHWDLQV WKHSURSHUW\ LQKRXVHVDQG ODQGVZKLFKKH OHWVWRWHQDQWV)뤀TKHUHQW ,VKDOO
require for the lands including the buildings, is one shilling per acre to be paid half 
yearly, on the 24 day of June and the 25 day of December in each year immediately 
succeeding the day when my agent shall have put the person or persons in question 
in possession of the land by a regular memorandum or agreement to that effect.)?491   
 
It is intriguing that Colonel Wyndham was attempting to establish an English agricultural 
estate in South Australia. His habitual reading of the Australian landscape in terms of English 
aristocratic property rights and even aesthetic values sat oddly in a colony founded by 
dissenters who dreamed of a society of social and religious equality.492 Nevertheless, it 
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appears that this was an attempt to retain some control of this investment, and to secure his 
investment if the settlers failed. Most importantly, the Australian estate was intended for 
:\QGKDP)?V VHFRQG VRQ 3HUF\ WR LQherit, a key point when attempting to understand the 
ODUJHVFDOHRI LQYHVWPHQWDQG:\QGKDP)?VUHOXFWDQFHWRUHOLQTXLVKWKLVVSHFXODWLRQZKHQ LW
EHFDPHDSSDUHQWWKDWWKHUHZDV)‘QRSURVSHFWRIPDNLQJIRUWXQHVKHUH)?.493 
 
In October 1840 Wyndham purchased 40 old shares in the South Australia Company at 20 
pounds, two shillings HDFKIRUDWRWDORIeLQGLFDWLQJDIXUWKHUILQDQFLDOVSHFXODWLRQRQWKH
prospects of the colony. ,Q  :\QGKDP)?V FRQWULEXWLRQ WR )‘WKH FRORQL]DWLRQ ERWK RI
Canada, and of South AustraOLD)? ZDV UHFRJQLVHG E\ +HQU\ 0D[ZHOO ZKR FDQYDVVHG IRU
changes to Australian land systems.494 However, Wyndham regretted his purchase of land in 
Australia. The difficulties of managing this investment also resulted in a reduced appetite for 
further colonial LQYHVWPHQW:\QGKDPVWDWHGEUXVTXHO\WKDW)‘,KDYHQRLQWHQWLRQRIEX\LQJD
VLQJOHIRRWRIODQGLQ&DQDGD)?FODLPLQJWKDW)‘WKHVHGLVWDQWWKLQJVRQO\SURGXFHYH[DWLRQDQG
WURXEOH)?+RZHYHULQWKHVDPHOHWWHU:\QGKDPFRQVLGHUed LQYHVWLQJ)‘VRPH>PRUH@FDSLWDO)?LQ
Australia as Captain Bagot, a friend, waVWKHUH)‘RQWKHVSRW)?.495  
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7.3 The Ayliffe emigration and settlement 
$VLJQLILFDQWDPRXQWRIWKLV)‘YH[DWLRQDQGWURXEOH)?FDQEHDWWULEXWHGWRDWURXEOHVRPHIDPLO\
who were offered assisted emigration and settlement by the Petworth Emigration Committee 
in 1838. The Ayliffes were a family from Bovey Tracey in Devon, and comprised Thomas 
Ayliffe Senior and his wife Elizabeth, their son George Ayliffe and his wife Elizabeth and two 
children, and two brothers Thomas H. Ayliffe junior and Henry Ayliffe. Two of the Ayliffe sons 
were medical practitioners, the other a joiner. This family were in fact related to Colonel 
Wyndham as his mother, Elizabeth Ilive/Ayliffe, former mistress and later wife to the third 
Earl, was the sister of Thomas Ayliffe senior. While Spencer Thomas uses the evidence that 
Wyndham appealed successfully to Queen Victoria to drop the name Ilive entered on his 
birth certificate as an indication that he wanted his cousins banished to Australia, it is 
probably more likely that he considered them a suitable case for assisted settlement, and 
that dropping the name Ilive was an unconnected attempt to remove the social stigma of 
illegitimacy.496 No mention of this family connection is made in the archive, although 
:\QGKDP VWDWHV HOXVLYHO\ )‘DQG LI \RX SOHDVH ZH ZLOO GURS DOWRJHWKHU DQ\ UHIHUHQFH WR WKH
SDVWZLWK WKHVHSHUVRQV)? >WKH$\OLIIHV@1HYHUWKHOHV WKH$\OLIIHVFHUWDLQO\VHHPHG WRKDYH
had generous allowances made for them by Colonel Wyndham.497  
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As staWHG :\QGKDP)?V ODQG SXUFKDVH HQDEOHG KLP WR VHQG RXW IRUW\-eight emigrants as 
steerage passengers, at a cost of 17 pounds, 10 shillings HDFK1HYHUWKHOHVVGXHWRD)‘ZLVK
WRSXW3HWZRUWK(PLJUDWLRQ&RPPLWWHHSDVVHQJHUVRQDVXSHULRUIRRWLQJWRRWKHUV)?DQextra 
eSHUSHUVRQZDVSDLGE\ WKH&RPPLWWHH IRU WKH$\OLIIHV WRFRQYHUW LW WRDQ LQWHUPHGLDWH
SDVVDJHWKDWSURYLGHGWKHHPLJUDQWVZLWKWKHLURZQEHUWKDQGDIXUWKHUeWRHQVXUHIUHVK
provisions three times a week and wines and spirits daily for them. The Ayliffes also received 
generous provisions, that can be seen for example in the bill for clothing and materials 
ERXJKW LQ 1HZWRQ $EERW E\ WKH IDPLO\ e498 Other materials purchased included 
tents, sacks, rope, line, twine and nets. Even more interesting are two lists of agricultural 
implements purchased for the estate, including ploughs, ox chains, scythes, sheep shears, 
brick-layer trowels, pick axes, a cart and a milk skimmer and many others, costing nearly 
eDIXUWKHUeEHLQJVSHQWRQtwo other lists. The accounts record that the emigration 
committee sent out materials for building houses, and food provisions. They also sent one 
stallion, one bull, and forty sheep and pigs with the settlers.499 Other prize Petworth animals 
followed, and were influential in the development of high quality sheep and horse breeds in 
the region.500 
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Despite this apparent generosity in the provisioning of the Ayliffe family, their 
correspondence before embarking on the Pestonjee Bomanjee contains continuous requests 
for more money.501 A Mr Chudleigh, writing to Wyndham to request payment of debts 
KRQRXUHG E\ KLP RQ EHKDOI RI WKH $\OLIIHV VWDWHG WKDW )‘QRW ZLWKVWDQGLQJ \RXU NLQG OLEHUDOLW\
WRZDUGVKLPKHZDV WR WKH ODVWPRPHQW LQZDQW)?DQG WKDW )‘KLVGHEWVRQRQHH[DPLQation I 
found to be more than I expected (through the misconduct of his sons) over whom he had 
QRW VXIILFLHQW FRQWURO)?502 It appears that the ship was expected at Plymouth sixteen days 
earlier than her arrival, causing apparent hardship among the Ayliffes and other families 
waiting for it. Thomas Ayliffe reported that the family had applied for assistance from the 
(PLJUDWLRQ&RPPLVVLRQHUVDW3O\PRXWK IRU WZHOYHVKLOOLQJVDGD\DQG)‘KDYHEHHQ WROG )?WKLV
allowance is only made when the vessel is in the sound, DQGWKHJRRGVVKLSSHG)?DQGWKLV>,@
suppose is to prevent imposition on the part of any persons who might represent themselves 
DVLQWHQGHGHPLJUDQWVWRREWDLQWKLVVXPIURPWKHFRPPLVVLRQHUV)?.503  
 
7KH$\OLIIHVKDGUHFHLYHGE\WKHLURZQUHFROOHFWLRQeZLWKLQILYHPRQWKV)‘LQGHSHQGHQWRI
RXWILW)?504 Such generosity appears unique even to the amply supplied assisted emigration 
schemes of Egremont. Nevertheless, even on the day of boarding the ship, the Ayliffes 
complained that the agent would not advance money to them until they reached Australia, 
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and that they would not own, but rent the Australia property until they had proved their 
worth.505 The Ayliffes)? eventual arrival in South Australia in October 1838 began a barrage of 
cantankerous correspondence, partiFXODUO\ LQ UHODWLRQ WR :\QGKDP)?V DJHQW )UHGHULFk 
Mitchell, which is examined below. 
 
7.4 Frederick Mitchell, l a  
Frederick Mitchell was appointed as agent to the Petworth Emigration Committee in South 
Australia in May 1838 following an interview with Colonel Wyndham. His employment was in 
UHVSRQVH WR 6RFNHWW)?V DGYLFH QRW WR LQYHVW VXFK ODUJH VXPV LQ WKH FRORQ\ )‘XQOHVV VRPH
person were going as your manager in whom you had perfect confidence both as to ability 
DQGLQWHJULW\)?506 Mitchell appears to have volunteered for the position, although he does not 
seem to have had previous experience as a land agent. Mitchell was described by Reverend 
Sockett as:  
)‘0LWFKHOORI+DVOHPHUHZKRLVPDUULHGWRWKHGDXJKWHURI+DQNH\-Smith. The Smiths 
of Sutton speak highly of him and they are eager to go to Australia. If his training in 
KLV IDWKHU)?V KRXVH KDV EHHQ JRRG DQG KLV VXEVHTXHQW FRQGXFW ZLOO EHDU FORVH
scrutiny (he has been in some employment recently in the Royal Chelsea hospital) 
KHPD\EHDQHIILFLHQW$JHQW)?507  
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7KH DJHQW)?V DQQXDO VDODU\ ZDV e D \HDU $ ZRQGHUIXOO\ GHWDLOHG DFFRXQW DQG
FRUUHVSRQGHQFH ERRN SURYLGH D FRPSUHKHQVLYH GHVFULSWLRQ RI 0LWFKHOO)?V UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV508 
The agent was expected to act as superintendent to the emigrants, and take responsibility 
for the goods and materials carried by the ship. The most significant responsibility, however, 
was to select suitable land near Adelaide on arrival and to establish the party for a year or 
two near supplies and assistance. Mitchell was expected to select 160 acres, and provide 
three dwellings and settlements of 40 acres for Mr Ayliffe, for his son George and his family, 
and for his brothers Thomas and Henry jointly. Another house and 40 acres was intended for 
Mitchell and his family. He was then required to purchase stock and report back regularly to 
his employer with accounts and receipts.  
 
Mitchell held a great deal of responsibility and the length of time that correspondence took to 
travel between them (up to six months) meant that the agent was given some independence 
in such crucial decisions as the selection of land. His position, then, appears to have been 
much more influential than his equivalent agents back at Petworth. Nevertheless, his 
employer continued to consider the estate as an extension of Petworth. In a second set of 
instructions to Mitchell (18 July 1840) the landowner advised his agent that the Ayliffe family 
ZHUHQRWWRLQWHUIHUHLQWKHPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHHVWDWHDQGIXUWKHUPRUHWKDW)‘\RXDUHWRKDYH
no more to do with them, than my agent or bailiff in England has to do with my tenants in this 
FRXQWU\)? ,Q WKHVDPHFRUUHVSRQGHQFH:\QGKDPVHQW )‘D IRUPRIDJUHHPHQW WREHHQWHUHG
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into by the Messrs Ayliffe )? its provisions are similar to those under which my English farms 
are [rent] but you may make such variation as are suited to the seasons and the general 
V\VWHPRIOHWWLQJSUDFWLVHGLQWKHFRORQ\)?.509  
 
Although the instructions gave Mitchell freedom to choose the land at Adelaide and further 
afield, they attempted to influence this choice by stating the importance of being near water, 
considering soil quality and that land near a settlement, though of inferior quality, would be of 
greater value than land elsewhere. The instructions are highly specific, and reflect extensive 
research on literature regarding the province (however incorrect this might have been). 
0LWFKHOO ZDV WR SD\ )‘0U $\OLIIH VHQLRU DQG 0U *HRUJH $\OLIIH PRQWKO\ HDFK DW WKH UDWH RI
seventy pounds a year )? you will also pay Mr T.H. Ayliffe and Mr Henry Ayliffe monthly each 
at the rate of thirty pounds a year )? your payments to Mr Ayliffe and his sons are to begin to 
become due from the day of thHLU ODQGLQJLQ6RXWK$XVWUDOLD)?. These allowances, Wyndham 
ODWHU FODLPHGZHUH )‘WRHQDEOH WKHP WRHVWDEOLVK WKHPVHOYHV)?DQGZHUHQRt intended to be 
continued beyond this point, however it was to be determined.510 The (half yearly) rent of one 
shilling per acre for the Ayliffe and Mitchell families appears to have been a nominal fee that 
was intended by Wyndham to have symbolic, rather than financial consequences.  
 
,Q VXPPDU\ 0LWFKHOO DV DJHQW ZDV H[SHFWHG WR )‘PDNH DOO VXFK SXUFKDVHV DV \RX PD\
consider indispensable to the success of the undertaking, to devote your time and use your 
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best exertions to cultivate the land in a husbandlike manner, and improve the same for the 
EHQHILW RI &RORQHO :\QGKDP EHLQJ JXLGHG DW DOO WLPHV E\ D SURSHU HFRQRP\)?511 This 
description of conduct for agents, similar to that portrayed by William Marshall, required the 
balancing of duties of economy and improvement that were not always complementary.512 
These tasks were made even more difficult for Mitchell by an unknown environment, an 
unstable financial landscape, and by troublesome settlers. 
 
0LWFKHOO)?VLQLWLDOFKRLFHRIODQGDSSHDUVWRKDYHEHHQOLPLWHGWRDIew sections.513 His choice 
of two eighty-acre country sections south of Adelaide, however, soon came under criticism 
IURP WKH $\OLIIH IDPLO\0LWFKHOO GHVFULEHV WKHVHFWLRQVDVKDYLQJ )‘DSRWDWR DQG EDUOH\ VRLO)?
with a stream running through it. He claims theUHLVDQ)‘>D@EXQGDQFHRIJRRGSDVWXUH>DQG@
SOHQW\RIWLPEHU)?ZLWK)‘>P@DQ\VLWXDWLRQVUHVHPEOLQJWKH6RXWK'RZQV)?514 The agent appears 
to have been so pleased with the prospect that he purchased section fourteen adjacent to 
this land for his own use. However, the Ayliffes claimed that Mitchell had demonstrated a 
VLJQLILFDQW)‘IDLOXUHRIMXGJHPHQW)?LQWKLVVHOHFWLRQ 
)‘The 2 sections selected are very bad land - it would be impossible to question Mr 
Mitchell's motives for selecting the 2 sections 12 and 13 for you when he has 
actually purchased for himself section 14 which is infinitely worse than 12 or 13. I 
beg distinctly to be understood as not feeling the slightest disrespect for Mr Mitchell's 
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private character I believe him to be possessed of an upright disposition perfectly 
sober and industrious: but he is generally thought incapable of managing a farm or 
an estate.)?515 
 
FIGURE 6 MAP OF ADELAIDE (1839), PHA  3492 
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Wyndham 
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The inferior quality of this land was confirmed by subsequent surveys. Captain Bagot, who 
HYHQWXDOO\UHSODFHG0LWFKHOODVDJHQWGHVFULEHGWKH$GHODLGHVHFWLRQV LQDV)‘RQWKUHH
spurs of the south end of the Mount Lofty range and do not contain 20 acres of available 
ODQG >ZLWK@ YHU\ OLWWOH VRLO XSRQ D FROG FOD\ VODWH IRUPDWLRQ)? 'HVSLWH WKHearlier criticisms, 
VRPH RI WKH $\OLIIHV UHPDLQHG RQ WKH ODQG )‘EXW WKHSDUW WKH\ KDG LQ FXOWLYDWLRQ ZDV QRW
profitably productive and has been allowed to run out. Very little value is put upon land here 
except in favourable situations. A bushel of wheat per acre [is] considered a fair rent for hard 
tillage land anGWKDWLVDERXW>VKLOOLQJV@)?0LWFKHOO)?VSRRULQLW DOFKRLFHWKHUHIRUHDSSHDUVWR
KDYH WKZDUWHG DQ\ FKDQFH RI VXFFHVV E\ WKH $\OLIIH IDPLO\ +RZHYHU WKLV IDPLO\)?V
determination to farm the estate may also be questioned, as it certainly was by Colonel 
:\QGKDP LQ ODWHU \HDUV ZKR VWDWHG )‘, FRQVLGHU WKHPDOO LQFDSDEOH DQG XQZLOOLQJ WR H[HUW
WKHPVHOYHV)? DQG )‘, GR QRW VXSSRVH WKHUH LV RQH DPRQJVW WKHP FDSDEOH RI PDQDJLQJ
anything beyond a common JDUGHQ)?.516  
 
7KHDJHQW)?VIDLOXUHWRFRQWUROHVWDWHH[SHQGLWXUHRU WRVLJQLILFDQWO\ LPSURYHWKHYDOXHRI WKH
Adelaide settlement were due to inadequate finances, and, I would argue, an uncertainty as 
to the direction that the estate should take in relation to the competing economies of wool 
DQG DJULFXOWXUH LQ WKH IOHGJOLQJ FRORQ\ 7KLV FDQ EH VHHQ LQ WKH LQFRQVWDQF\ RI 0LWFKHOO)?V
DGYLFH UHJDUGLQJ WKH IXWXUH RI WKH FRORQ\ DQG WKH VXLWDELOLW\ RI :\QGKDP)?V HVWDWH IRU WKH
production of either wool, or agricultural crops. This vacillation can be tracked in the 
                                                 
516
 WSRO, PHA 7917, 10 May 1842 and 13 Oct 1847. 
 190 
correspondence of PHA 7917. In 1839, Mitchell recommended that he should purchase 500 
VKHHSRQ:\QGKDP)?VEHKDOI WRZKLFK:\QGKDPJDYHKLVDSSURYDO7KLV UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ
FRQFXUVZLWK*RYHUQRU*DZOHU)?VUHSRUW that the country was suitable for grazing, and not for 
DJULFXOWXUH)HE+RZHYHU6RFNHWW)?VOHWWHULQ'HFHPEHULQGLFDWHVWKDW0LWFKHOO
has been considering the production of leather (tanning), from which he was dissuaded, and 
the sale of milk to the developing town of Adelaide, for which he was supplied with milk tins 
from Britain. In May 1840, Mitchell claimed that his employer should not lose sight of 
agriculture, as stock was now cheap due to the transportation of sheep overland from New 
South Wales. By July of this year, Mitchell declared WKDW)‘DJULFXOWXUHLVQRZFRQVLGHUHGWREH
WKHEHVWVSHFXODWLRQ)?+RZHYHULQ-DQXDU\he encouraged his employer to become a 
large-scale sheep farmer, as )‘[d]oubtless sheep will prove the best speculaWLRQ)?.517 
 
It is possible, though, that Mitchell considered the Adelaide estate as suitable for pasture and 
limited agriculture, but recognised the potential of the second section of land on the Hutt 
River near Perth in Western Australia, as a site for large-VFDOHVKHHS IDUPLQJ:\QGKDP)?V
ODQG WKHUH ZDV GHVFULEHG DV SRVVHVVLQJ )‘PRVW EHDXWLIXO DQG H[WHQVLYH VKHHS UXQV
exceeding any in the colony, excellently adapted to agricultural pursuits and cattle 
UHVHPEOLQJWKHILQHVWSDUNODQGLQ(QJODQG)?518  
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NeverthelesV0LWFKHOO)?VXQFHUWDLQW\ UHJDUGLQJ WKHVHOHFWLRQRIWKLVVHFRQGVHFWLRQDQGKLV
tendency to report the opinions of others as justification for his actions, his infrequent and 
apparently muddled accounts, and his resignation (withdrawn) citing the AyliffeV)?KDUDVVPHQW
2FWFRXOGZHOOEHUHDGDVVLJQVRIZHDNDJHQF\7KHDJHQW)?VDELOLW\WRPDQDJHWKH
estate was continually undermined by the Ayliffes, by the time lag in correspondence with 
Petworth, and by a lack of funding. The Ayliffe complaints were probably exacerbated by 
MHDORXVO\ DQG E\ GHOD\V LQ WKH SD\PHQW RI UHPLWWDQFHV IURP (QJODQG *HRUJH $\OLIIH)?V
FRPSODLQWV DJDLQVW 0LWFKHOO)?V DELOLW\  -DQ KRZHYHU ZHUH QRWHG LQ WKH WH[W DV
)‘DEVXUGPDOLFLRXVYLQGLFWLYHDQGGLVJUDFHIXO)?DIWHUa report from Mr John Hallett, confirmed 
that many of the practices mentioned by the Ayliffes were common in the colony, while 
others were not based on facts; but many of the difficulties Mitchell faced were in fact due to 
the limited means at his disposal.519  +RZHYHUZKHQ0LWFKHOO)?VQHFHVVLW\OHGKLPWRERUURZ
eIURPWKH&RORQHOZLWKRXWSULRUSHUPLVVLRQ:\QGKDPFODLPHGWKDW0LWFKHOOKDG)‘GRQHD
GLVKRQHVWWKLQJLQDVWUDLJKWIRUZDUGZD\ZKLFKGRHVQRWJLYHPHFRQILGHQFH)?520  
 
A month later, Wyndham asked Captain Charles Harvey Bagot, a friend from Ireland and a 
South Australian landowner for advice.521 He also wrote to Governor Gawler (27 Dec 1840), 
who was quitting the colony, inviting him to Petworth to discuss Mr Mitchell and the 
                                                 
519
 Mr John Hallett was one of the original thirteen Principal Officers appointed by the Board of 
&RPPLVVLRQHUV67KRPDVµ&RORQHO *HRUJH:\QGKDP¶ 
520
 WSRO, PHA 7917, 27 Dec 1840. 
521
 Captain Charles Harvey Bagot (1788-1880)  was a former agent to Sir Montague Chapman, of 
Killeen Castle (Kilmessan, county Meath) in Ireland, north west of Dublin, who had emigrated in 1840 
to supervise 224 tenants sponsored by his employer to immigrate to South Australia. Captain Bagot 
ZDV LQYROYHG LQ WKH SROLWLFV RI WKH HDUO\ FRORQ\ DQG ZDV D VXFFHVVIXO PLQH RZQHU µ%DJRW &KDUOHV
Hervey (1788-¶ Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol 1. Melbourne University Press, 1966, 
pp.47-48; F.S. Dutton, South Australia and its mines (London, 1846). 
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management of his affairs in the colony. On the following day he instructed James Marr 
Brydone, his Petworth agent to write to the new Governor, Captain George Grey, requesting 
an interview before he departed for South Australia. In January 1841, Bagot was given the 
freedom to make immediate changes to the estate and its agency if they were considered 
necessary. In February of that \HDU:\QGKDPFRPSODLQHGWKDWWKHUHKDGEHHQPRQWKV)?
VLOHQFH LQ WKH HVWDWH FRUUHVSRQGHQFH DQG WKDW KH IHDUHG )‘EDG PDQDJHPHQW)? ,Q $SULO
Wyndham wrote to Mitchell to relieve him of his position.522  
 
The role of land agent on the Wyndham estate in South Australia was therefore 
)‘XQHQYLDEOH)?.523 Frederick Mitchell endured the hardships of early settlement alongside the 
Ayliffe family. However, he suffered from an inability to make decisions, a lack of funding, 
and unsupportive, even spiteful tenants. He suffered too from misinformation regarding the 
initial settlement, and from a landowner who seemed intent on recreating a British estate in 
Australia. The most significant factor, though, was perhaps that admitted by Wyndham (12 
$XJ WKDW )‘>W@KHSODFH LV WRR IDURII WREHPDQDJHGE\DQDJHQW)?'LVWDQFHFRPELQHG
with infrequent and delayed correspondence resulted in poor awareness of the progress, or 
proEOHPVRIWKLVLQYHVWPHQW$V:\QGKDPFRQIHVVHGLQ0DUFK)‘DWWKLVPRPHQW,GRQRW
NQRZZKHWKHU,KDYHVKHHSRU)?0LWFKHOOEHFDPHLQVROYHQWLQ524  
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 WSRO, PHA 7917. 
523
 WSRO, PHA 1067. 
524
 WSRO, PHA 7917. 
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Captain Bagot received a surrender of the property on 13 October 1841. The Power of 
Attorney sent to him (April 1841) provided the agent with powers equivalent to ownership of 
WKHSURSHUW\DOWKRXJKLWGLGQRWRIIHUDXWKRULVDWLRQWRUHFODLP0LWFKHOO)?VGHEWVWRWKHHVWDWH
The transfer of agency appears to have corresponded with a downturn in the South 
Australian economy; by December 1841 Bagot claimed the region suffered from general 
distress.525  ,Q-DQXDU\%DJRWUHSRUWVWKDW)‘>H@YHU\WKLQJFRQWLQXHVYHU\GXOOLQWKHFRORQ\DQG
great distress prevails; everyday money becomes more and more scarce, and unless we 
KDYH VRPH UHOLHI IURP KRPH LW LV KDUG WR VD\ ZKDW ZLOO EH RXU IDWH)?526 The struggling 
economy, therefore, must also be a significant factor in the failed Wyndham investment. 
 
It is significant that Captain Bagot, too, eventually fell out of favour with his employer for his 
LQIUHTXHQWDQGRYHUO\EULHIFRUUHVSRQGHQFH:\QGKDP)?VUHVLJQDWLRQWRWKHIDFWWKDW)‘,VHHQR
prospect of indemnity for the outlay of money to any man not residing in the colony, not even 
the probability of disposing of the propeUW\RUVWRFNWRDQ\DGYDQWDJH)?0D\PD\
ZHOO KDYH EHHQ LQIOXHQFHG E\ WKH LQFUHGLEOH VXFFHVV RI %DJRW)?V RZQ PLQLQJ HQWHUSULVH DW
.DSXQGD DQG :\QGKDP)?VFRQWLQXLQJSUREOHPV DVDQDEVHQWHH ODQGRZQHU ,W LV FOHDU WKDW
Wyndham considered relinquishing his investment in the province, but was persuaded that 
KHZRXOGUHFHLYHWRROLWWOHIRUKLVHIIRUWV)‘,WKLQN\RXKDGEHWWHUQRWWU\WRVHOO)?$SULO
                                                 
525
 D.H. Pike, Paradise of dissent&1DQFHµ:DNHILHOG¶VVFKHPHDQGODQGRZQHUVKLS¶ 
526
 WSRO, PHA 7917, 26 Jan 1841. 
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%DJRW)?VVXJJHVWLRQ)‘RIGRLQJZLWKRXWDQDJHQW)?ZDVDFFHSWHGE\&RORQHO:\QGKDPLQ
who was by now convinced of the impossibility of directing estate management from afar.527 
 
7.5 Conclusions 
:KHQ 3HUF\ :\QGKDP LQKHULWHG KLV IDWKHU)?V SURSHUW\ LQ  WKH $XVWUDOLDQ HVWDWH KDG
shrunk to nine sections on the Hutt River, rented by a single sheep farmer. Colonel 
:\QGKDP)?V $XVWUDOLDQ LQYHVWPHQW FRXOG WKHUHIRUH EH UHDG DV D IDLOXUH +RZHYHU WKLV
optimistic speculation placed Colonel Wyndham on a par with his father Egremont as a 
colonial patron. The Wyndham estate in South Australia illustrates some of the diverse 
motives for colonial investment: certainly the creation of personal and family wealth, but also 
a desire for colonial progress that may have been politically driven and influenced by Colonel 
:\QGKDP)?V PLOLWDU\ VHUYLFH DQG IRU D SRWHQWLDO VROXtion for the alleviation of poverty on 
English estates. If the troublesome estate was retained long past the point at which its failure 
KDGEHFRPHFOHDUWKLVZDVRQO\LQRUGHUWKDWLWEHLQKHULWHGE\:\QGKDP)?VVHFRQGVRQ 
 
The surviving Petworth documents relating to the Australian speculation reflect Colonel 
:\QGKDP)?V LQWHUHVW LQKLVGLVWDQW UHODWLYHV WKH$\OLIIHVZKRFDQQRW WKHUHIRUHEHVHHQDV
                                                 
527
 Kapunda is located 79km north of Adelaide. Francis Dutton first discovered copper at Kapunda in 
1842. He went into partnership with Captain Bagot who had also noted the green colour of the rocks in 
the area. They purchased 80 acres of land for £1 an acre but it took two years for samples to be sent to 
Britain for testing and for their return. The results were remarkable. The copper was 22.5 per cent pure 
which was probably the richest ever found anywhere in the world. The first mining, driven by Bagot, 
was literally dug off the surface. In the first year 600 tons of ore were collected, worth £7000. By 
December 1844 the first Cornish miners had arrived in the area and underground mining began. The 
copper rocks were transported by bullock dray to Port Adelaide (a 6 day journey) where it was loaded 
for ships to Swansea. Kapunda was deserted during the gold rush in Victoria (1852), but produced 
4103 tons of ore in 1857 (www.smh.com.au/travel); F.S. Dutton South Australia. 
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representative assisted emigrants. Assisted emigration did take place from both England and 
Ireland to Australia, although as suggested the exact number of emigrants is unknown. A 
figure of 300 was mentioned in 1841 and subsequent references suggest at least double this 
total.528 The fact that these emigrants remain anonymous and even uncounted suggests that 
this scheme was less systematic than the previous emigrations to Canada.529 
 
Nevertheless, the Wyndham interest in Australia offers the researcher an opportunity to 
consider estate management in a colonial context, to examine small-scale investment in the 
colonies, and, more interestingly, to interpret the reasons why this might have failed. The 
three themes of people, capital and ideas may offer some suggestions; the unsuitability of 
the Ayliffes as settlers, and of Mitchell as agent; as well as the insufficient capital for the 
scheme all played a part. There were however additional reasons connected with the 
particular location in Australia and the sheer distances involved.530 Poor communication and 
an inadequate understanding of pioneer settlement, climate and land quality by landowner 
and agent alike, are some of these answers.  Even had Mitchell been a more capable agent, 
the fate of the estate may not have been any better; and it is to the role of land agents in 
particular that we now turn. 
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 67KRPDVµ&RORQHO*HRUJH:\QGKDP¶SWSRO, PHA 7917, PHA 734, PHA 742, PHA 1062-
1066, PHA 1071; WSRO, Goodwood MS 1474, 197/38/1. 
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 W. Cameron  and M. McDougall Maude, Assisting emigration to Upper Canada. The Petworth 
project, 1832-1837 (Montreal, 2000). 
 
530
 G. Blainey, 7KHW\UDQQ\RIGLVWDQFH+RZGLVWDQFHVKDSHG$XVWUDOLD¶VKLVWRU\ (Melbourne, 1968). 
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CHAPTER EIGHT:  
TATE MANAGEMENT, LAND AGENTS AND IMPROVEMENT 
 
The role of land agents in the management and improvement of English landed estates 
between 1770 and 1850 is examined in this chapter. The focus is on the responsibilities of 
land agents, their contribution to agricultural improvement, and in particular the validity of a 
thesis of professionalisation of agents during this period. The Petworth House archives are 
used to compare the work of two legal agents at Petworth in Sussex with that of a 
professional land agency firm in Yorkshire, both employed by the third Earl of Egremont 
(1751-1837). This chapter suggests that the role of land agents in agricultural improvement 
at Petworth was limited to the financial, legal and political aspects of these developments 
rather than practical management. It proposes that legal agents remained more influential 
than has been supposed, even on estates renowned for agricultural improvement, and 
despite contemporary criticism that emphasised applied agricultural expertise. The belated 
professionalisation of the Petworth agents and the significant differences in their roles when 
compared with contemporary and historical accounts suggests that estate management was 
therefore far more diverse than is suggested in some recent literature.531 
 
                                                 
531
 -9%HFNHWW µ/DQGRZQHUVKLSDQGHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW¶*(0LQJD\ µThe eighteenth-century land 
VWHZDUG¶+-+DEDNNXNµ(FRQRPLFIXQFWLRQV of English landowners in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
FHQWXULHV¶Explorations in Entrepreneurial History 6, 2 (1953), 92--0DUWLQµ(VWDWHVWHZDUGVDQG
their work in Glamorgan, 1660-D UHJLRQDOVWXG\RIHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW¶ Journal of Glamorgan 
History (Morgannwg) 13 (1979), 9-28. 
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8.1 Land agents and estate improvement 
Land agents played an important role in fostering improvement on landed estates by 
increasing the efficiency of estate management, thereby enabling improvement to take 
place, and also in disseminating agricultural knowledge to tenants. Agents mediated 
complex and wide-ranging estate improvements, such as the newly developed agricultural 
WHFKQLTXHV DQG VXSHUYLVHG WKH )‘PRUDO LPSURYHPHQW)? RIWHQDQWV 7KH\ ZHUH H[SHFWHG WR
oversee the administration of the estate including the home farm, house, gardens and park 
and were also involved in land purchases, surveying, accountancy, political campaigning, 
and legal issues, including the administration of Poor Laws.532 These wide-ranging activities 
notwithstanding, in 1804 William Marshall claimed that the primary duties of an estate 
PDQDJHU OD\)‘LQWKHILHOG)?DQGLQYROYHGWKHVXSHUYLVLRQRIHVWDWHZRUNFURS OD\RXWDQG)‘WKH
ULJKW RUGHULQJ RI VHUYDQWV DQG ZRUNSHRSOH)? $FFRUGLQJWR 0DUVKDOO HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW
UHTXLUHG )‘WKHZKROHRIDQ\PDQ)?VDWWHQWLRQ)?DQGFRXOGQRWEHXQGHUWDNHQE\ WKRVHZLWKRXW
practical agricultural experience, such as lawyers.533  
 
'HVSLWH 0DUVKDOO)?V VWULFWXUHV WKH HPSOR\PHQW RI ODZ\HUV DV DJHQWV ZDV SDUWO\ GXH WR WKH
predominance of precedent and custom, and the volume of legal disputes and tenures 
(especially regarding enclosure) in estate management. The activities of attorneys as estate 
agents cannot be separated from their work as political agents due to the close connection 
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 G.E. Mingay, English Landed ; D. Spring, The English Landed Estate. 
533
 W. Marshall, On the Landed Property, pp.338-339, 422. One of the earliest complaints regarding 
the employment of lawyers as agents was made by Edward Laurence (1727), who claimed that 
lawyers were poorly qualified to act as agents, and pleaded for expertise and professionalism in estate 
management. F.M.L. Thompson, Chartered Surveyors. 
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between the right to vote and the possession or tenure of land. According to John Lawrence 
LQDQDJHQWZDVH[SHFWHGWR)‘LQWURGXFHDQGIDLUO\H[SHULPHQWXSRQWKHHVWDWHVXQGHU
KLV FDUH ZLWK WKH KRQRXUDEOH DQG SDWULRWLF YLHZV ERWK RI SULYDWH DQG QDWLRQDO EHQHILW)?
however, the writHU FODLPHG WKDW )‘WKH WRR JHQHUDO FXVWRP RI HPSOR\LQJ WKHVH DWWRUQH\-
stewards has been a great bar to agricultural improvement, and, in that light, a national 
ORVV)?534 The gradual emergence of professional land agency demonstrates an attempt to 
apply scientific and industrial management techniques to the estate in order to provide a 
more efficient and profitable resource for the landowner, replacing legal knowledge with 
technical expertise. Nevertheless, as F.M.L. Thompson states, professional agents 
continued to work in a field whose possession he was still disputing with others, principally 
attorneys and farmers. Furthermore, David Spring claims that the lawyer-agent was found on 
the majority of landed estates in the early nineteenth century.535  
 
At Petworth, a succession of qualified solicitors were employed as land agents, while 
contemporary commentators actively discouraged this practice.536 In this chapter, I will 
examine the roles of Petworth solicitor-agents James Upton Tripp and William Tyler in 
comparison to changes made on the Yorkshire estates by the professional London firm Kent, 
Claridge and Pearce. An assessment will then be made regarding the level of 
)‘SURIHVVLRQDOLVDWLRQ)?DFKLHYHGDW3HWZRUWKLQWKHSHULRGWR 
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 J. Lawrence, The Modern Land Steward. (London, 1801), p.44-45.  
535
 F.M.L. Thompson, English Landed SocietyS'6SULQJµ$JUHDWDJULFXOWXUDOHVWDWH¶SS-81. 
536
 E. Laurence, The Duty of a Steward to his Lord; W. Marshall, On the Landed Property. 
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8.2 The Egremont estates and the Petworth agents, 1772-  
The Petworth and Yorkshire estates were inherited by Egremont on the death of his father in 
1763. The engagement of James Upton Tripp, the first Petworth agent in this study, coincides 
ZLWK (JUHPRQW)?V WZHQW\-first birthday, and an associated reassessment of the Egremont 
estate. Tripp (c.1747-1801) was employed as solicitor and land agent to the third Earl from 
1772, retaining this position for 29 years until his death in 1801. This employment continued a 
pattern of Egremont patronage of the Tripp family, which may in part explain the continued 
employment of Tripp, despite demonstrations of incompetence and procrastination.537 
1HYHUWKHOHVV 7ULSS UHWDLQHG KLV SRVLWLRQ DV DJHQW UHFHLYLQJ D PRGHVW VDODU\ RI e WKDW
may suggest the agent was part-time, whilst earning further income from a private legal 
practice.538  
 
$QLQYHVWLJDWLRQRI7ULSS)?VILQDQFLDOHVWDWHIURPWKHVDQGDIRXU-year examination of his 
DFFRXQWV GLG QRW SURGXFH HYLGHQFH RI D PLVDSSURSULDWLRQ RI (JUHPRQW)?V FDpital, although 
WKHUHZDVFOHDUO\HQRXJKVXVSLFLRQRI7ULSS)?VILQDQFLDOGHDOLQJVIRUWKLVWREHXQGHUWDNHQ539 
                                                 
537
 James Upton Tripp was the second son of John Tripp (Deputy Recorder of Taunton under Charles, 
second Earl of Egremont) and his wife Anne, daughter of the Reverend James Upton, who was Sir 
:LOOLDP :\QGKDP¶V - WXWRU DW (WRQ -RKQ DQG $QQH¶V ILUVW VRQ 'U -RKQ 7ULSS DWWHQGHG
Westminster School with Egremont, and was presented to the living of Spofforth in Yorkshire. John 
DOVRDFWHGEULHIO\DVVXSHULQWHQGHQWRI(JUHPRQW¶V<RUNVKLUHHVWDWHV5REHUWDIRXUWKVRQZDVJLYHQ
livings in Devonshire. The youngest son, Henry, was a barrister and agent for the West of England 
HVWDWHV IRU RYHU ILIW\ \HDUV7ULSS IDPLO\SDWURQDJHFRQWLQXHG LQ WKH IROORZLQJJHQHUDWLRQ -RKQ¶V VRQ
EHFRPLQJ5HFWRURI6LOYHUWRQ LQ'HYRQVKLUHDQG-DPHV¶VRQ5HFWRURI8SZDOWKDP LQ:HVW6XVVH[
See H.A. Wyndham, A family history, p.312.  
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 WSRO, PHA 6285: Papers of James Upton Tripp, solicitor, of Petworth, relating to his own family 
business, and general business transacted (1745-1791). 
539
 ,WLVFOHDUWKDW:LOOLDP7\OHUZDVVXVSLFLRXVRIKLVIRUPHUSDUWQHU¶VILQDQFLDOGHDOLQJVKLVLQWHJULW\DQd 
WKH SUXGHQFH RI VRPH RI 7ULSS¶V ORDQV GHVSLWH ILIWHHQ \HDUV RI ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU 7\OHU DOVR PDGH
GLVSDUDJLQJ FRPPHQWV DERXW WKH REVFXULW\ RI 7ULSS¶V DFFRXQWV DOWKRXJK WKLV PD\ EH VXJJHVWLYH RI
7\OHU¶V FRPSDUDWLYH FRPSHWHQFH DW DFFRXQWLQJ DQG KLV DWWHQWLRQ WR GHWDLO UDWKHU WKDQ 7ULSS¶V DOOHJHG
dishonesty.  
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As Joanna Martin argues, the use of Charge and Discharge accounting meant that it was 
likely that neither steward nor owner usually knew the financial position of the estate in any 
great detail. In practice, however, it is difficult to distinguish genuine incompetence from 
dishonesty. J.R. Edwards describes the purpose of an account as a record to check the 
integrity and reliability of the agent. FroPWKHDJHQW)?VYLHZSRLQWWKHUHSRUWVHUYHGWRSURYHKLV
honesty. The retention of charge and discharge accounting rather than a double entry system 
was partly due to there being less interest in performance assessment as activities were 
repetitive and usually followed a fairly consistent seasonal pattern. A gradual transition in 
accounting processes, however, was observed during the nineteenth century. 540 
 
The second agent, William Tyler (c.1764-1835) was the son of William Tyler, a yeoman from 
Lewes in East Sussex. As Eric Richards recounts, this was a relatively common upbringing 
for agents, who were primarily drawn from families of country gentlemen, farmers or 
lawyers.541 Tyler acted as clerk to a Petworth attorney, William Carleton, (1781-86) and was 
employed by Tripp (1786-88) in the same position in his early twenties.542 The successful 
QDWXUHRIWKLVDJUHHPHQWLVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\7\OHU)?VFRQWLQXHGHPSOR\PHQWDIWHUWKLVSHULRG
                                                 
540
 See J.R. Edwards, A History of Financial Accounting /RQGRQ-0DUWLQ µ(VWDWHVWHZDUGV
and their work in Glamorgan, 1660- $ UHJLRQDO VWXG\ RI HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW¶ Journal of 
Glamorgan History (Morgannwg) 13 (1979), 9-*(0LQJD\µ7KHHLJKWHHQWK-FHQWXU\ODQGVWHZDUG¶ 
541
 (5LFKDUGVµ7KHODQGDJHQW¶  
5427\OHU DFWHG DV 7ULSS¶V DVVLVWDQW DQG HYHQWXDO SDUWQHU LQ KLV OHJDO SUDFWLFH VXFFHHGLQJ DV DJHQW
following the death of Tripp; after which it is unlikely that Tyler continued much private legal business, 
with the exception of the writing of wills. Tyler did not have a deputy agent, although James Challen 
(1779-1834) was a reliable head clerk who may have succeeded Tyler as agent if he had not 
predeceased him. The Petworth archives demonstrate the diverse activities undertaken by this clerk. 
Challen collected debts, served notices to quit farms, arranged for the sale of timber, organised 
witnesses for court cases, and canvassed for Egremont¶VEURWKHU&KDUOHV:\QGKDP¶VHOHFWLRQLQ
However, he was not empowered to make decisions regarding the estate. See WSRO, PHA 9026; A. 
0F&DQQµµ7KHJUHDWHVWUDVFDO,HYHUKHDUGRI¶± William Tyler, the 3rd (DUO¶VPDQRIEXVLQHVV¶Petworth 
Society Magazine, 115 (2004), 24-27. 
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ZLWKDVDODU\RIeD\HDUDQG7ULSSDQG7\OHU)?VSDUWQHUVKLS LQ OHJDOSUDFWLFH IUom 1793. 
Tyler became Petworth agent to Egremont IROORZLQJ7ULSS)?VGHDWKLQDQGFRQWLQXHGLQ
this position for a further 34 years until his own death in 1835. Shortly before this, Tyler was 
given responsibility for the Somerset estates, previously managed by Henry Tripp, a London 
barrister and brother to the former Petworth agent.543  
 
7\OHU)?V ZDJHV ZHUH LQFUHDVHG WR e D \HDU LQ  )URP  7\OHU ZDV SDLG D
commission of three-and-a-KDOISHUFHQWRI(JUHPRQW)?V UHQWDO LQFRPH LQ6XVVH[ WKHVDPH
figure given to the London firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce, who managed the Yorkshire 
HVWDWHVDVERWKDUHZDUGDQGDQHQFRXUDJHPHQWIRUWKHDJHQW)?VHQHUJLHVLQLPSURYLQJUHQWDO
LQFRPH7KLVLQFUHDVHG7\OHU)?VZDJHVIURPeWReEHWZHHQDQGDOthough 
this total fluctuated with variable economic conditions, both local and national. The agent 
also charged Egremont considerable legal fees for his work as solicitor and travelling 
expenses.  
 
7\OHU)?VZDJHVFRPSDUH IDYRXUDEO\ZLWK WKRVHRIKLVFRQWHPSoraries. For example, Francis 
%ODLNLH VWHZDUG WR 7KRPDV :LOOLDP &RNH DW +RONKDP KDG D VDODU\ RI e LQ WKH HDUO\
QLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\ZKLOH&KDUOHV%RZQVWKHDJHQWWR(DUO)LW]ZLOOLDPUHFHLYHGeDIWHU
                                                 
543
 The employment of Tyler as agent following a period as a clerk to James Upton Tripp was not 
unusual, and acted as a source of education for prospective agents who did not have the capital to pay 
for apprenticeships. For example, Francis Blaikie, steward to Thomas William Coke at Holkham, was 
succeeded by William Baker, who was first employed there as clerk in 1821. R.A.C. Parker, Coke of 
Norfolk, a Financial and Agricultural Study, 1707-1842 (Oxford, 1975); S. Wade Martins, A Great 
Estate at Work: The Holkham Estate and its Inhabitants in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge, 1980). 
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D VLPLODU SD\ LQFUHDVH WR 7\OHU LQ  IURP e00 a year.544 Salaries and commissions 
UDQJLQJ IURP e WR e SODFHG WKHVH DJHQWV KLJK RQ WKH VFDOH RI SURIHVVLRQDO DQG
FRXQWU\JHQWOHPHQ7\OHUGLHG OHDYLQJHOHYHQ SURSHUWLHVDQG OHJDFLHVRIRYHUe KLV
fortune apparently made through efficient management, and an increasing salary, as well as 
through private business transactions and prudent investments, in contrast to his 
predecessor.545 
 
7\OHU)?VHFRQRPLFVXFFHVVDQG WKH SDWURQDJHRIKLV HPSOR\HUHQDEOHG WKHDJHQW WR KROGD
high position in local society. Tyler was a welcome dinner guest to both the Earl and his heir. 
+HKDGWKHXVHRIWKH&RXQWHVV)?FDUULDJHDQGWKH(DUO)?V7KHDWUHDQG2SHUDER[LQ/RQGRQ
DQG KH ERUURZHG ERRNV IURP WKH (DUO)?V OLEUDU\546 However, the agent was extremely 
unpopular with some members of the Petworth community, in part due to his attempts to 
lower workers)? wages on the estate in 1823, and his search for other ways to reduce 
spending, such as suggesting to his employer that fewer people should eat dinner at 
Petworth House. 7KHDJHQW)?VWRQHLQPXFKFRUUHVSRQGHQFHLVLPSDWLHQWDQGIRUWKULJKWDQG
KLVEHKDYLRXUGHVFULEHGE\KLVQHSKHZ7KRPDV*RXOGLQDV)‘SHUKDSVVRPHWLPHVUDWKHU
KDVW\)?DQGHYHQXQJHQWOHPDQO\547  
 
                                                 
544
 %ODLNLH¶VZDJHVZHUHFXWE\LQWRDVVLVWWKHVWHZDUG¶VHPSOR\HUGXULQJILQDQFLDOKDUGVKLS
J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy(5LFKDUGVµThe ODQGDJHQW¶; F.M.L. Thompson, Chartered Surveyors, 
p.30. 
545
 $OWHUQDWLYHO\WKLVPD\LQGLFDWHWKDW7\OHUZDVLQIDFWPRUHµSURIHVVLRQDO¶DWILQDQFLDOHPEH]]OHPHQW
7KH*HQWOHPDQ¶V0DJD]LQH, vol. 7, (1837), p.110. 
546
 WSRO, PHA 8621: Letter to Lady Egremont, Fulham 19 Dec 1808; WSRO, PHA 12014: Letter from 
7\OHUWR(JUHPRQWWKDQNLQJKLPIRURSHUDWLFNHW6HH$0F&DQQµ7KHJUHDWHVWUDVFDOµ 
547
 A. McCann, µ7KHJUHDWHVWUDVFDO¶S 
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His inadequate treatment of some Petworth inhabitants notwithstanding, Tyler seemed to 
suffer excessive personal cruelty at their hands. Tyler was the subject of a hoax in 1812, 
possibly by a disgruntled London tradesman, receiving a note claiming that Egremont was 
dying, leading to great embarrassment and the expense of a chaise, hired at 1s 6d, to rush 
to London. A prosecution at the assizes in 1834 reported that four men had paraded effigies 
including one of Tyler through the town.548 A similar incident is recalled in Tales of Old 
Petworth, where John Osborn Greenfield (1802-1869), writing in the 1860s recollects:  
)‘To parade the effigies of men who had given offence was then a frequent 
practice in Petworth. I have seen our late Rector Sockett and afterwards 
7\OHUDQGKLVPDQ*RDWFKHUWKXVH[KLELWHG2QFHLQ7\OHU)?V latter time they 
were thus carried about at Egdean Fair on September 4th. Haslett and others 
hired a tramp with stentorian lungs and his woman to sing obscene songs 
about Tyler to such a degree offensive that no lady could venture to come 
LQWR3HWZRUWK)뤀FR r these songs were roared out day and night from many 
mouths not only in the town, but in every tap room also)?.549 
 
Both men were unpopular, although this was probably as much the result of the nature of 
their position as agent, involving the collection of rents and debts, and the discipline of 
tenants, as it was the result of their infamous tempers.550 However, (JUHPRQW)?VVXSSRUW IRU
                                                 
548
 $0F&DQQµ7KHJUHDWHVWUDVFDO¶ 
549
 J.O. Greenfield (1802-1869), Tales of Old Petworth, p.44. 
550
 5-&RO\HUµ7KHODQGDJHQWLQQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\:DOHV¶Welsh History Review 8 (1976), 401-423. 
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Tyler, in particular, seemed to be unshakable. On numerous occasions, Egremont defended 
WKHPDQQHURI7\OHU)?VFRUUHVSRQGHQFHZKHQZULWLQJWRD0U:LOOV(JUHPRQWFODLPHGWKDW)‘,
am very sorry to hear that you thought that Mr Tyler had written to you in an uncivil manner 
and therefore, as he keeps copies of all letters, I looked at the copy and I can assure you 
that there is nothing in it which I should have considered as offensive if it had been 
DGGUHVVHGWRPHRQDPDWWHURIEXVLQHVV)?551 This support does not seem misguided. Tyler 
appears to have been a diligent and fastidious agent to Egremont, in contrast to his 
seemingly less adept predecessor.  
 
Despite their unpopularity, the Petworth agents were influential on both a local and national 
scale, and were involved in the management of the wider Egremont estates. Tyler in 
particular acted as overseer of agents in Somerset, Yorkshire and Ireland. Both Tripp and 
Tyler made annual visits to Yorkshire, sometimes accompanied by their employer.  They 
also made regular visits to London and Brighton, and occasionally to Somerset and Cumbria. 
Large purchases or enclosure bills often prompted travel that was assisted by significant 
improvements in communications during this period. As D.R. Hainsworth has argued, 
stewards were located at the interface between London (and provincial towns) and the rural 
community, assisting in the flow of intelligence of national events and ideas from the 
metropolis to the locality.552 7KLV UROH DV )‘PHGLDWRU)? EHWZHHQ UXUDO DQG XUEDQ FRPPXQLWLHV
and between aristocrats, tenants and rural labourers, seems to have been competently, if not 
                                                 
551
 WSRO, PHA 2685: Letter to William Wills Esq., Lancing from Lord Egremont, 4 Apr.1819. 
552
 D.R. Hainsworth, Stewards, Lords and People. 
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diplomatically realised by the two agents. The DJHQWV)?movement between Petworth, 
Brighton, London and the Northern estates produced distinct networks of knowledge 
circulation. The extent of their mobility, the circulation of knowledge through correspondence 
and published texts, and networks of patronage will be examined further in this chapter, and 
more particularly in chapter nine.   
 
,QDGGLWLRQWR7ULSSDQG7\OHU)?VPRELOLW\WKHDJHQWVIRU<RUNVKLUH6RPHUVHWDQG,UHODQGPHW
more regularly in London, where Egremont could be advised on the latest events on his 
geographically dispersed estate. While Tripp and Tyler do not seem to have held a 
straightforward position as head agent, their proximity to Egremont meant that they had 
greater influence than the other agents. For example, Thomas Crowe, agent in Ireland 
(1801-18LQKHULWHGKLVIDWKHU)?VSRVLWLRQRQWKHFRQGLWLRQWKDWKHYLVLWHG/RQGRQHYHU\-XO\
to settle his accounts with Tyler. The Petworth archives also demonstrate an increased role 
for Tripp and Tyler in Yorkshire affairs during the early nineteenth century. It seems likely that 
WKHLQIOXHQFHRIWKH3HWZRUWKDJHQWVJUHZDV(JUHPRQW)?VLQWHUHVWLQWKHPRUHGLVWDQWHVWDWHV
LQFUHDVHGDSURFHVVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\(JUHPRQW)?VPHDVXUHVIRU LPSURYHPHQWLQ<RUNVKLUH
Somerset and later in Ireland.553  
 
                                                 
553
 $V)0/7KRPSVRQKDVDUJXHG µRQDQHIILFLHQWDQG LPSURYLQJHVWDWH LWZDVFHUWDLQO\QRUPDO WR
find an active owner, as well as an efficient agent, engaged in a joint enterprise, but it was not always 
VR¶)0/7KRPSVRQEnglish Landed Society, p.176. 
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7KH ZLGHU (JUHPRQW HVWDWH ZDV LQFUHDVLQJO\ FRRUGLQDWHG DW 3HWZRUWK 7ULSS)?V HPSOR\PHQW
and later the construction of the estate office there from 1803 to 1804 described in chapter 
five, indicates a change of estate policy initiated by the third Earl. Before this, there had been 
no resident agent at Petworth, and the management of the estate was coordinated in London, 
the primary residence of the politician Charles Wyndham, second Earl of Egremont.554 The 
relocation from London to Petworth (DV WKH WKLUG (DUO)?V PDLQ UHVLGHQFH LV DQ LPSRUWDQW
though not uncommon, decentralisation of estate management that demonstrates the 
increased significance of Petworth to the landowner during this time, which resulted in 
FRQVLGHUDEOH)‘LPSURYHPHQWV)?WRWKH estate landscape.  
 
It is clear that Tripp and Tyler held significant positions in society, due both to their 
employment by Egremont, and to the legal and political tasks, both formal and informal, 
associated with this position.  Tripp and Tyler both referred to themselves during their 
respective employment as steward to the Earl of Egremont. The two, however, would more 
appropriately be called legal agents. Both Tripp and Tyler had legal training, and held the 
position of solicitor to the Earl. The agents)? FRUUHVSRQGHQFH UHYHDOV FORVH WUDFNLQJ RI WKH
parliamentary progress of Yorkshire enclosure bills, and the reading of Parliamentary Bills.555  
In comparison to these activities, the supervision of practical farming appears to have been 
                                                 
554
 The second Earl of Egremont (1710-1763) was appointed Secretary of State for the Southern 
Department in 1761 and played a significant role in international politics during this period. H. M. Scott, 
µWyndham, Charles, second earl of Egremont (1710±1763)¶Oxford DNB, Sept 2004; online edition, 
May 2006 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/30139]. 
555
 Spencer Thomas has suggested that James Upton Tripp was agent to Robert, Lord Carrington in 
1803. I would suggest that Tripp was acting in an advisory position with regard to the Borough of 
0LGKXUVWZLWKZKLFK(JUHPRQWDOVRKDGDQLQWHUHVW67KRPDVµ+RXVHVDQGSDUOLDPHQWORFDOSROLWLFV
WHQXUHDQG µWRZQVFDSHV¶ WKHFDVHRI WKH6XVVH[ERURXJKV LQ WKH µORQJHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\¶¶ Sussex 
Archaeological Collections 148 (2010), 157-76, at p.161. 
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relatively insignificant. This may have been due to the employment of an experienced bailiff in 
Sussex, the legal specialisation of the two agents, and an over-emphasis by contemporary 
commentators on the need for agricultural experience.556  
 
As has been detailed in length in chapter five, the agents were intimately involved with many 
LI QRWDOO DVSHFWVRI WKH PDQDJHPHQWRI (JUHPRQW)?VH[WHQVLYH programme of improvement. 
(JUHPRQW)?V SROLF\ RI ODQG DFTXLVLWLRQ DQG UDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ LQ 6XVVH[ DQG <RUNVKLUH ZDV RQH
matter that utilised the legal training of the Petworth agents. These intricate procedures, as 
well as the legal and political machinations necessary for enclosure and inheritance, were 
navigated by the land agent, and seem to help justify the employment of a succession of 
solicitors in this position. Part of this role involved being aware of land available for purchase, 
its relative value, and ways to secure an advantageous price from the purchaser.557 
Exchanges of land involved similar transfers of abstracts of title and other papers, 
negotiations that could continue for months or even years.558 Egremont also made significant 
purchases and enclosures in Yorkshire. These estates, though managed by the London firm 
                                                 
556
 John Habbin acted as bailiff on the Petworth estate between 1765 and 1801. Habbin performed 
many of the roles that commentators such as John Beckett and G.E. Mingay have commonly identified 
with land agents. The bailiff collected rent and kept husbandry accounts, paid labourers and household 
bills for coal, food and medicine; supervised work on the home farm, park and gardens, and purchased 
seed and livestock. Habbin was succeeded by John Sherwin and later by his son Thomas, who 
undertook similar activities to Habbin, as well as assisting in livestock improvement, from 1791 to 1850. 
The bailiffs were local tenants or landowners, described in the West Sussex Land Tax survey of 1785. 
John Habbin owned property in Chichester, while John Sherwin was a substantial tenant farmer in 
Petworth, occupying land owned by Lord Egremont (£46 rent), and others. His son, Thomas Sherwin, 
can be found in the 1837 tithe survey apportionments, with over 20 acres of meadowland primarily in 
Byworth, near Petworth. See WSRO, PHA 10816, 1894, 3087, 7724-8, 8096, 10642, 4424; A. 
Readman, L. Falconer, R. Ritchie and P. Wilkinson, West Sussex Land Tax 1785 (Lewes, 2000); J.V. 
Beckett, The aristocracy; *(0LQJD\µ7KHHLJKWHHQWK-century land VWHZDUG¶(/DXUHQFHThe Duty; 
W. Marshall, On the Landed Property of England. 
557
 (0 -DQF\ µ$Q HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ ODQG VWHZDUG DQG KLV ZRUN¶ Transactions of the Shropshire 
Archaeological Society 56 (1957), 34-48. 
558
 WSRO, PHA 12009: 1799-1807, Letter books of James Upton Tripp, then William Tyler, on the 3rd 
(DUORI(JUHPRQW¶VEXVLQHVV3DUWLFXODUO\ OHWWHUIURP:LOOLDP7\OHU WR0U6FRWW<RUNUHJDUGLQJ
the exchange of Property. 
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.HQW &ODULGJH DQG 3HDUFH EHFDPH LQFUHDVLQJO\ SURPLQHQW LQ 7\OHU)?Vcorrespondence, 
VXJJHVWLQJ ERWK WKH LQFUHDVLQJ LQWHUHVW RI WKH ODQGRZQHU DQG WKH DJHQW)?V H[SDQGLQJ OHJDO
responsibilities.  
 
LLWWOH HYLGHQFH KDV EHHQ IRXQG LQ WKH 3HWZRUWK DUFKLYHV WR VXEVWDQWLDWH WKH DJHQWV)? UROH LQ
managing new tenants in Sussex. In contrast, the negotiation of leases, and the settling of 
disputes caused by violations of the same were central tasks performed by the agents. 
*UHDWHU WKDQWKHLUUROH LQWKHPDQDJHPHQWRI WHQDQWVZDVWKH ODQGDJHQWV)? LQIOXHQFHRQWKH
organisation of estate repairs. Although it is likely that bailiffs and surveyors supervised the 
practical work, Tripp and Tyler made decisions regarding the necessity of repairs, and the 
financial responsibility for these, according to lease conditions and the circumstances of each 
case.  
 
The agents had significant power over the financial operations of this complicated estate 
enterprise. They were involved in the collection of rents twice a year and an annual audit, as 
well as the production of accounts. Those accounts produced by Tyler demonstrate a 
mastery of detail and accounting technique, whereas those of Tripp were both chaotic and 
obscure. 559   A similar contrast in detail and clarity can be seen in financial correspondence, 
                                                 
559
 WSRO, PHA 511: Rental of Sussex estates by John Stephens, 1789-1800; PHA 8620: 1807-1809 
Letter-book of William Tyler, solicitor, containing copies of letters written on the affairs of George, 3rd 
Earl of Egremont. Particularly letter dated 6.8.1807. 
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WKH UHFRUGLQJ RI UHTXHVWV IRU PRQH\ E\ (JUHPRQW)?V family, the payment of bills, tithes and 
taxes, and the establishment of loans and mortgages.  
 
The apparent absence of practical estate management by the agents was not due to 
insufficient agricultural knowledge. Correspondence stating that the bailiff would settle the 
)‘WHUPVRI FXOWXUH)? LQD OHDVHDJUHHPHQWVXJJHVWV WKDW WKHDJHQWVGHOHJDWHG HYHQ LPSRUWDQW
agricultural tasks.560 John Lawrence in 1801 argued that lawyers could hold some knowledge 
RIDJULFXOWXUH)‘VLQFHWKHUHDUHPDQ\LQWKHSURIHVVLRQ>)뤀]Z ho rank among our most scientific 
DQGDEOHFXOWLYDWRUV)?561 One particularly prestigious area of improvement in which the agents 
were involved was the development of animal and plant breeds. (JUHPRQW)?Vmembership of 
the Royal Society, his correspondence with Sir Joseph Banks and Arthur Young, and his 
interest in agricultural experimentation enabled the transfer of innovations or crops from 
London to the estate farms (see chapter five). In addition, the Earl and his agents promoted 
the local Southdown breed of sheep, made loans of livestock for selective breeding, and 
GHPRQVWUDWHGDQLQWHUHVWLQWKHLPSURYHPHQWRIKLVWHQDQWV)?OLYHVWRFNPRUHJHQHUDOO\  
 
The agents were also involved in the dispersal of agricultural equipment, as demonstrated by 
correspondence regarding ploughs and threshing machines for the Egremont estate 
                                                 
560
 WSRO, PHA 1099: 1834-1838, Letter book from Dec 1834-March 1838, concerned with the Sussex 
estate. 
561
 J. Lawrence, The Modern (S6LPLODUO\-RKQ0RUWRQDUJXHGWKDWWKHUHZHUHµVRPH
gentlemen connected with the law who have been careful to study the best means of practically 
managing the properties of their cOLHQWV%XWDVDJHQHUDOUXOHODZDJHQWVPDNHEDGODQGDJHQWV¶-/
Morton, The Resources of Estates; being a Treatise on the Agricultural Improvement and General 
Management of Landed Property (London, 1858), p.94. 
 210 
examined in chapter five. Together with the patronage of improvements to livestock and 
agricultural equipment, the Petworth agents influenced the legal, social and political, as well 
as technical aspects of land drainage and enclosure. Tripp and Tyler were influential in the 
negotiation and preparation of enclosure bills, or of private agreements to enclose between 
landowners. The resolution of legal disputes are the most prominent in the agenWV)? SULYDWH
legal correspondence for their joint firm, and also figure prominently in estate documents. 
  
It is clear then from this evidence that, despite the Marshallian ideal (1804) and the image 
evoked by G.E. Mingay of an agent riding around the estate and advising tenants on 
agricultural techniques, the Petworth agents had largely office-based, rather than field-based 
managerial careers. 562 )XUWKHUPRUH7ULSSDQG7\OHUGLGQRWPHHWPDQ\RI:LOOLDP0DUVKDOO)?V
requirements for land agents. While Tyler possessed some technical knowledge of drainage 
and surveying, the agents relied on surveyors and bailiffs to make valuations, and both 
agents spent most of their working days either in an office, travelling or in London, rather than 
in the field. Similarly, complaints regarding the manner of both agents suggest they were 
often not as conciliatory as Marshall would have liked. The prime disparity between the 
3HWZRUWKDJHQWVDQG0DUVKDOO)?VLGHDOKRZHYHUZDVWKHLUOHJDOSURIHVVLRQ 
 
It is likely that the dispaUDWHVDODULHVRI7\OHUDQG7ULSSUHIOHFWHG7\OHU)?VVXSHULRUPDQDJHULDO
ability, and probably the relative amounts of responsibility borne by each agent. However, 
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 *(0LQJD\µ7KHHLJKWHHQWK-century ODQGVWHZDUG¶:0DUVKDOOOn the Landed Property. 
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despite the increased responsibilities placed on Tyler, the agent was far from autonomous. 
His DOPRVWGDLO\FRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWK(JUHPRQWGHPRQVWUDWHVWKHODQGRZQHU)?VLQWHUHVWLQDQG
control over his estate, which suggests that the development of the land agency profession 
ZDVQRWSXUHO\ WKH UHVXOW RI ODQGRZQHUV)?FRQWLQXHG DEVHQFHRUGLVLQWHUHVW LQ Whe estate, as 
has been argued.563 Tripp and Tyler were far from independent, and acted primarily as legal 
agents. In contrast, as the next section will argue, Kent, Claridge and Pearce, employed by 
Egremont to manage the Yorkshire estates, specialised in estate rationalisation and 
demonstrated a professional and systematic approach to agricultural improvement on a 
neglected estate property.564 
 
8.3 Nathaniel Kent and the Yorkshire estates  
Kent, Claridge and Pearce was a London firm established by the 1790s to provide 
professional guidance in the management and rationalisation of estates. Led by Nathaniel 
Kent (1737-1810), the firm managed several properties, including the Royal estates at 
Richmond and Windsor, and surveyed and valued many more. Kent also published texts on 
agriculture. In Hints to Gentlemen of Landed Property, first published in 1775, Kent asserted 
WKDW )‘$ &RPSHWHQW .QRZOHGJH RI $JULFXOWXUH LV WKH PRVW XVHIXO VFLHQFH D JHQWOHPDQ FDQ
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 D.R. Hainsworth, Stewards, Lords and People.  
564
 As Barbara English has demonstrated, in the nineteenth century the majority of the estates of more 
than 100 acres in East Yorkshire were managed by land agency firms, either from London or from a 
SURYLQFLDO RIILFH % (QJOLVK µ3DWWHUQV RI HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW LQ HDVW <RUNVKLUH F- F¶
Agricultural History Review 32 (1984), 29-48.  
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REWDLQ)? ,Q WKLV LQIOXHQWLDO WH[W KH HPSKDVLVHG WKH YDOXH RI Uational estate layout, good 
GUDLQDJHHQFORVXUHDQGWKHVHOHFWLRQRIFURSVLQIRUPHGE\)‘1DWXUH)?565  
 
As a somewhat hyperbolic obituary in the *HQWOHPDQ)?V0DJD]LQH proclaimed after his death 
in 1810, 'It is universally allowed that no professional man ever rendered more substantial 
services to the agriculture of his country than the late Mr Kent'.566 Kent was most celebrated, 
WKRXJKDVDSURIHVVLRQDOODQGDJHQW:LOOLDP0DUVKDOOUHIHUUHGWR.HQW)?V)‘ORQJDQGH[WHQVLYH
practice in different parts of the kingdom DV DQ HVWDWH DJHQW RI WKH KLJKHVW FODVV)?567 Kent 
was employed by many notable agriculturalists of the age to provide professional guidance 
in the management, valuation and rationalisation of their estates. He claimed that )‘WKHUHDUH
many thousand acres of waste land in different parts of the kingdom that ... owe their 
LPSURYHPHQWWRPH)? 568 
 
By the 1790s, Kent had acquired two partners to assist him in his profession; his nephew 
:LOOLDP3HDUFHDQG-RKQ&ODULGJHDQGKDGHVWDEOLVKHGDQRIILFHDW&UDLJ)?V&RXUW. It is likely 
WKDW WKH ILUP UHQWHGQXPEHU&UDLJ)?V&RXUWZKHUH 0HVVUV:LOOLDP 3HDUFH&KDUOHV .HQW
and G Frederick Thynne were listed as occupiers in 1833.569 &UDLJ)?V &RXUWoff Charing 
Cross was ideally located for London business )? just a few yards from Drummonds Bank 
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 *HQWOHPDQ¶V0DJD]LQH9RO/;;;,SW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 Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. LXXXI pt. 1 (1811), p.182. 
567
 W. Marshall (1745-1818), Review and Abstract of the county reports to the Board of Agriculture, vol. 
3, Eastern department (York 1811) reprint (New York, 1968), p. 296. 
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 µ+DUULQJWRQKRXVH&UDLJ¶VFRXUW¶Survey of London: vol. 16: St Martin-in-the-Fields I: Charing Cross 
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where many of their clients, including Egremont, held accounts, and was a two minute walk 
from the lawyers of Craven Street, and Scotland Yard.570 The courtyard was the site of the 
Sun Fire Insurance office from 1726 until 1867, and the first official residence of the Society 
of Arts until 1774.  
 
It is probable that the Earl of Egremont selected the firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce to 
UDWLRQDOLVH KLV <RUNVKLUH HVWDWH GXH WR WKH VXFFHVV RI .HQW)?V ERRN, to the elevation of his 
status through KenW)?V HPSOR\PHQW E\ WKH PRQDUFK DQG ERWK .HQW DQG (JUHPRQW)?V HDUO\
involvement with the Board of Agriculture as well as membership of the Society for the 
(QFRXUDJHPHQW RI $UWV 0DQXIDFWXUHV DQG &RPPHUFH .HQW)?V ILUP ZDV UHQRZQHG IRU LWV
proficiency in rationalising estate layout and leases to provide an increase in overall value, 
whilst still attempting to provide for small-scale farmers; their independent position enabling 
them to view their role as one with responsibility to tenants as well as employers. It is likely 
WKDW(JUHPRQWDJUHHGZLWK.HQW)?VLGHDIRUWKHSURYLVLRQRIODQGIRUWHQDQWVWRNHHSDFRZ- as 
D UHVXOW RI WKH ILUP)?V UDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ LQ<RUNVKLUHDKLJKSURSRUWLRQRI FRWWDJHU WHQDQWVKDG
secured small closes.571   
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 6LU +LODU\ %ORRG µ7KH (QFRXUDJHPHQW RI $UWV 0DQXIDFWXUHV DQG &RPPHUFH $/HDUQHG 6RFLHW\
ORRNVDWLWV5ROH¶,QDXJXUDO address (1963) Journal of the Royal Society of Arts 112 (1963-1964), 11-
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 London, BL. N. Kent, The Great Advantage of a Cow to the Family of a Labouring Man, 
broadsheet, 26 Dec. 1797; WSRO, PHA 3075 .HQW&ODULGJHDQG3HDUFH¶VVXUYH\YROSQRWHVWhat 
WDNLQJVL[DFUHVIURPDIDUPKDGµPDGHWZRYHU\FRPIRUWDEOHSODFHVIRUWZRLQGXVWULRXVODERXUHUVE\
HQDEOLQJHDFKRIWKHPWRNHHSDFRZ¶3+RUQµ$QHLJKWHHQWK-FHQWXU\ODQGDJHQW¶ 
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.HQW)?VHints to Gentlemen of Landed Property advocated good relations between landowner 
and tenant, including durable leases and favourable terms for repairs, and attempted to 
demonstrate the value of small-scale farms, contrary to William Marshall who had 
emphasised large-scale production for economic agricultural improvement.572 In contrast to 
the Petworth agents, Kent retained professional independence, never becoming associated 
with one particular employee or estate.573  
 
(JUHPRQW)?V<RUNVKLUHHVWDWHVZHUHH[WHQVLYHO\UHRUJDQLVHGE\WKe firm from 1796, resulting 
in both increased rental value, and the provision of small closes for some cottager tenants.574 
.HQW)?VSDUWQHU-RKQ&ODULGJHFRPSOHWHGDVXUYH\EHWZHHQDQGWKDWUHYHDOHGDQ
under-rented and poorly organised 24,000-acre HVWDWH 1HYHUWKHOHVV &ODULGJH)?V GLOLJHQW
management and suggestions for improvement resulted in a doubling of rental value between 
1796 and 1811, although this was due in part to a period of inflation.575  Claridge charged the 
ILUP)?VFXVWRPDU\IHHRIWKUHH-and-a-KDOISHUFHQWRIDQHVWDWH)?VQHW\LHOGSOXVDGGLWLRQDOFRVWV
of surveying and valuations.576 His account also lists improvement costs, such as 
contributions to the Beverley and Barmston Drainage (see chapter six). Claridge continued to 
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 3+RUQµ$QHLJKWHHQWK-FHQWXU\ODQGDJHQW¶, pp.1-16. 
573
 Kent, Claridge and Pearce designed their own leases for the Yorkshire estates, which ranged from 
1 to 21 years (WSRO, PHA D22/121DWKDQLHO.HQW¶VDWWLWXGHWRKRQHVWHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQWFDQ
EHVHHQLQWKHIROORZLQJµLQHVWLPDWLQJWKHYDOXHRIHVWDWHVEHWZHHQlandlord and tenant, I have always 
considered myself as the common friend of both; and endeavoured to act the part of an honest 
evidence between them: and where I have entertained doubt, I have never failed to let the scale 
preponderate in favour of the laWWHU¶1.HQWHints 1799, p.246.  
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 Wyndham A family historyS3+RUQµ7KHFRQWULEXWLRQRIWKHSURSDJDQGLVW¶ 
575
 S. Wade Martins, Farmers. 
576
 1DWKDQLHO.HQWGHVFULEHVWKHFRQGLWLRQVIRUDQQXDOPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHHVWDWHDWµòSHUFHQWZKLFK
includes all travelling expenses ± the expense of a deputy in each district and every expense whatever 
H[FHSWHQWHUWDLQPHQWRIWKHWHQDQWVDWWKHDXGLWVZKHQWKH\SD\WKHLUUHQWV«>ZHZLOO@PDNHWZRUHJXODU
annual visits to all the estates ± [and] return the rentV UHJXODUO\ LQWR\RXUEDQNHUVKDQGV LQ/RQGRQ¶
/HWWHU IURP .HQW &ODULGJH DQG 3HDUFH &UDLJ¶V &RXUW &KDULQJ &URVV  2FW  WSRO, PHA 
D22/12. 
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manage the estDWHV DIWHU .HQW)?V GHDWK LQ  DQG ZDV VXFFHHGHGE\ KLV VRQ +HQU\ LQ
1835, on whose death (1848), another firm of surveyor-land agents, Cluttons took over the 
management of the estates, which they retained until the end of the century.  
 
8.4 Professional career of John Claridge 
-RKQ&ODULGJHZDVGHVFULEHGE\:LOOLDP0DUVKDOODVD)‘SDUWQHU LIQRWDSXSLORI WKH ODWH0U
.HQW+HZDVRIFRXUVHZHOOYHUVHGLQWKHEXVLQHVVRI(VWDWH$JHQF\)?577  As a witness to a 
Select Committee relating to the Corn Laws in 1814, Claridge stated that he had begun 
surveying around 1772.578 If (as we are told in the Petworth correspondence) Claridge was 
about 80 in 1839, he must have been around twelve years old when he started surveying.579 
In the late 1770s, we know that Claridge rHVLGHGLQ)XOKDPSUREDEO\DW.HQW)?VIDPLO\KRPH
Coleshill Cottage.  
 
Like Kent, Claridge is listed as a member of the Society of Arts in 1791, although by this time 
KHDSSHDUVWRKDYHEHHQOLYLQJDWWKHILUP)?VEXVLQHVVDGGUHVVLQ&UDLJ)?V&RXUW580 According 
to his evidence to the Select Committee, Claridge had been a member of the Society from 
1779, when he was only nineteen years old. The Society of Arts had a keen interest in 
                                                 
577
 W. Marshall, Review and Abstracts of the County Reports of the Board of Agriculture, vol 5 
Southern and Peninsular Departments (1817), pp.241-242.   
578
 Great Britain, Parliament, House of Commons, Report from the Select Committee on petitions 
relating to the Corn Laws of this Kingdom 2nd edn (London, 1814) John Claridge, Witness 11 June 
1814 pp.39-54. 
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 WSRO, PHA 630. 
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 Transactions of the Society instituted at London for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce; with the Premiums offered in the year 1791 Vol. IX pp.329-372. A List of Contributing 
Members, 1791, London. 
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agriculture, and also supported map making in the form of county surveys until 1809.581 
While Kent submitted a paper to the SRFLHW\ RQ WKH LPSURYHPHQWV WR WKH .LQJ)?V IDUP DW
Windsor, it does not seem that Claridge was an active member of the Society.582 However, 
the subscription to the SRFLHW\ RI )‘QRW OHVV WKDQ)? WZR JXLQHDV ZDV REYLRXVO\ considered 
worthwhile, perhaps for respectability, and meeting potential employers. 
 
A survey of extant material relating to Claridge in the National Register of Archives and in the 
Dictionary of Land Surveyors reveals that Claridge was active in the sale, valuation and 
rationalisation of land in the counties of Yorkshire, Shropshire, Norfolk and Buckinghamshire, 
among others in the 1780s, and by 1794, part of the business had been signed over to 
him.583 Claridge also acted as an enclosure commissioner in Middlesex, and elsewhere. To 
the Select Committee, he described himself as a land agent and surveyor, with experience in 
the southern counties and Yorkshire. Claridge does not appear to have been a lawyer. He 
was, though, asked for his legal opinion by correspondents )? in a letter he described himself 
DVD)‘EDGODZ\HU)?IRURQO\EHLQJDEOHWRSRLQWWRVHFRQGDU\LQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHVXEMHFW584 On 
the estates that Claridge managed, he preferred to employ local attorneys for legal work.  
 
                                                 
581
 -%+DUOH\µ7KHVRFLHW\ and the surveys of English counties, 1759-¶LQ'*&$OODQDQG-/
Abbot (eds.), The virtuoso tribe of arts and sciences. Studies in the eighteenth-century work & 
membership of the London Society of Arts (London, 1992), pp141-157. 
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 D.G.C. Allan and J.L. Abbot (eds.) The virtuoso tribe, Appendix I, Officers and committee chairmen 
of the Society, 1755-1800, pp.359-364. 
583
 F. Steer et al. Dictionary of Land Surveyors. 
584
 Woking, Surrey History Centre, 3677/3/163 Letter from John Claridge to Ann Tiler, 3 Oct 1825.  
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Claridge was often away from home, and set up temporary residences near the site of his 
ODWHVWHPSOR\PHQW+HFODLPHGWKDW)‘>P@\OLIHKDVEHHQVRUHVWOHVVWKDW,KDYHQRWOLYHGIRXU
PRQWKV WRJHWKHU LQ DQ\ RQH SODFH)?585 Although this is a slight exaggeration, Claridge 
certainly seems to have been well travelled. In 1792, then, we find him in Upton on Severn in 
Worcestershire.586 During September 1792, Claridge toured Dorset to gather material for his 
DJULFXOWXUDOVXUYH\DQGFRPELQHGWKLVZLWKDVXUYH\DQGYDOXDWLRQIRU:DOSROH)?V3XGGOHWown 
estate.587 ,Q  &ODULGJH)?V VXUYH\ IRU (JUHPRQW ZDV FRPELQHG ZLWK D VXUYH\ RI WKH
Harewood estate, and in 1814 Claridge and his family spent around six months in Yorkshire.  
 
Like both Kent and his nephew William Pearce, Claridge was an early author of one of the 
surveys commissioned by the Board of Agriculture. The views and observations expressed 
LQ &ODULGJH)?V 'RUVHW VXUYH\ DUH XQGHUVWDQGDEO\ VLPLODUWR .HQW)?VHints to Gentlemen 
UHJDUGLQJOHDVHVDQGIDUPVL]HDQGDV0DUVKDOOVXJJHVWHG)‘0U&LWZRuld seem, is a small 
IDUP PDQ)?588 +LV REVHUYDWLRQV RI 'RUVHW DUH MXVWLILHG E\ )‘WZHQW\ \HDUV H[SHULHQFH LQ WKH
cultivation and management of landed property in that county, as well as in most parts of 
(QJODQG)? $V 0DUVKDOO SRLQWHG RXW WKLV ZDV RQH RI WKH ILrst reports to be printed, and its 
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GLVRUJDQLVHGVWUXFWXUHFDQEHH[FXVHGGXHWRWKHSUHVVXUHWRILQLVKLQ)‘DIHZPRQWKVZHHNV
RUGD\V)?H[HUWHGE\KLVFRPPLVVLRQHUV589  
 
Pamela Horn has suggested that Nathaniel Kent was preoccupied with obtaining, and 
retaining gentlemanly status in society. The same appears to be true for John Claridge. The 
westerly movement of Claridge residences from the bustling business of the Strand to the 
upmarket club land of Pall Mall may reflect gentlemanly aspirations, but may also be a 
SUXGHQWPRYHWREHFORVHUWRKLVHPSOR\HU)?VDULVWRFUDWLFKRPHV7KHSurvey of London also 
places Claridge as a resident of Upper Brook Street in Mayfair, where he rented a house and 
the building behind it, then a stable, which he converted into a house between 1803 and 
1807.590 At the same time, Claridge was also involved in the development of his Yorkshire 
residence, a farm at Jervaulx Abbey near Bedale, on the Yorkshire estate of another 
HPSOR\HU /RUG$LOHVEXU\&ODULGJH)?V:HQVOH\GDOH UHVLGHQFHVHHms to have been a family 
home in addition to that on Pall Mall, and this was the where he eventually settled in the 
1830s.  
 
In addition to property development, Claridge employed a governess for his daughters from 
1814; Ann Tiler, whose father was a house steward for the third duke of Portland, and Ann 
ZDVKHUVHOIODWHUHPSOR\HGE\WKHILIWK(DUORI(VVH[$QQ)?VFRUUHVSRQGHQFHOLVWVELOOVIRUILQH
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 µ8SSHU%URRN6WUHHW1RUWK6LGH¶Survey of London: vol. 40: The Grosvenor Estate in Mayfair, Part 
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clothes and jewellery from shops that supplied royalty, as well as books for teaching Italian, 
that go some way to suggesting the aspirations that Claridge held for his daughters, whose 
PRWKHUKDGGLHGLQ$EULHILQVLJKWLQWRWKHVXUYH\RU)?VOLIHVW\OHFDQEHVHHQIURPDOHWWHU
LQZKHQ&ODULGJHDSRORJLVHGWRKLVFKLOGUHQ)?VIRUPHUJRYHUQHVVIRUWKHGHOD\ in writing 
from Jervaulx AEEH\ZKLFKZRXOGKHFODLPHGEH)‘DFFRXQWHGIRUE\P\KDYLQJWKH0DUTXLV
of Ailesbury here, with the Marchioness and Lady Elizabeth her daughter, and about 
VHYHQWHHQH[WUDLQPDWHVLQP\HVWDEOLVKPHQWKHUH)?591  
 
Unsurprisingly, Claridge faced considerable debts in his later years. This is in stark contrast 
WR WKH e HVWDWH OHIW E\ 1DWKDQLHO .HQW RQ KLV GHDWK WKLUW\ \HDUV HDUOLHU ,Q 
&ODULGJHRZHGWKH(DUORI(JUHPRQWDQLQFUHGLEOHe$WUDLORIFRUUHVSRQGHQFHDERXW
these debts over ten years links two Petworth agents, two landowners, and both Claridge 
and his son. From this complex trail, of which only the later letters remain, it appears that 
&ODULGJH)?V VRQ +HQU\ XQFRYHUHG WKH GHEWV DQG UHSRUWHG WKHP WR Egremont, who, with 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFJHQHURVLW\DOORZHG+HQU\WRFRQWLQXHKLVIDWKHU)?VDJHQF\LQUHWXUQIRUDERQG
IRU D IUDFWLRQ RI WKH GHEW :KHQ WKH GHEW ZDV FKDVHG E\ (JUHPRQW)?V VXFFHVVRU &RORQHO
Wyndham, Henry acknowledged his duty to continue to pay this heavy debt, which he would 
endeavour to do, despite reduced circumstances, and a growing family. 
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+HQU\DOVRUHSDLGDWRWDOeRIGHEWVWR/RUG$LOHVEXU\DQGRWKHUV7KHVHODUJHILJXUHV
were the result of professional, as well as personal debts. Henry claimed WKDW )‘/RUG
+DUHZRRGRZHGP\ IDWKHUD ODUJHSURIHVVLRQDOELOO IRUYDOXDWLRQV)?ZKLFKFRYHUHGDGHEW WR
KLP,WLVSRVVLEOHWKDWDVLJQLILFDQWSDUWRIWKHVHGHEWVPD\KDYHEHHQUXQXSE\&ODULGJH)?V
partner from 1808, John Iveson. Claridge and Iveson were based at no. 47, and later no. 40 
3DOO 0DOO EHWZHHQ  DQG  ,YHVRQ ZDV GHVFULEHG DV D )‘ODQG DJHQW WR D YHU\
FRQVLGHUDEOH H[WHQW)? ZKHQ D ZLWQHVV LQ  WR WKH6HOHFW &RPPLWWHH RQ WKH 'HSUHVVHG
state of Agriculture.592 Interestingly, Iveson argued to the 6HOHFW&RPPLWWHHWKDWKHZDV)‘DQ
HQHP\WROHDVHV)?)? a very different position to both Claridge and Nathaniel Kent.  
 
Iveson may also have been a lawyer, and formerly part of the family law firm at Hedon in 
Yorkshire that managed the Burton Constable estate. While he does not appear frequently in 
the Petworth archive (the exception being as author of a map of Yorkshire in 1812), Iveson 
ZDV DJHQW IRU /RUG $LOHVEXU\)?V 6DYHUQDNH HVWDWH LQ :LOWVKLUH XQWLO  ZKHQ KH ZDV
dismissed for mismanagement.593 As F.M.L. Thompson described in his paper on the 
$LOHVEXU\GHEWV ,YHVRQZDV)‘QRWPHUHO\XQFRQWUROODEOHEXWDUDVFDO)?ZKRKDG OLYHG)‘OLNHD
ORUG DW WKH 0DUTXHVV)? H[SHQVH)? KDG H[DJJHUDWHG WKH LQFRPH RI WKH HVWDWH DQG QHJOHFWHG
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estate buildings.594 Iveson was never prosecuted, nor was his brother William who according 
to Barbara English also cheated the Constables, although William Iveson was jailed for debt.  
 
Henry and John Claridge remained joint-agents to Lord Ailesbury on his Yorkshire estate 
until the death of the father around 1840. Despite the rebuilding that took place on this 
estate, Thompson believed that the estate was neglected, and did not experience 
rationalisation until the appointment of another steward in 1839.595 3HUKDSV &ODULGJH)?V
management of the Egremont estate, too, needs to be reconsidered in the light of the 
incredible debt that he owed his employer (although the origin of the debt is not clear). 
 
While not dismissing this vast debt, John Claridge appears to have been a competent and 
efficient surveyor and land agent in Yorkshire. His letters provide detailed and knowledgeable 
accounts of the estate, which he visited twice a year. These letters have a greater clarity than 
those of the Petworth agents, due in part to the geographical distance between landowner 
and property and the consequently less frequent correspondence.596 &ODULGJH DQG 7\OHU)?V
correspondence was that of equals, but with the former frequently complementing the latter 
on his abilities.597 Tyler also visited the estates and wrote to Yorkshire tenants as (JUHPRQW)?V
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solicitor, warning tenants of the potential of legal action if lease covenants were ignored, and 
also managed the complex legal processes involved in land purchases and enclosure in 
Yorkshire.  
 
It is unclear which agent took the more senior role as they belonged to different management 
KLHUDUFKLHV DOWKRXJK 7\OHU GLG DVVHVV DQG IUHTXHQWO\ FULWLFLVHG &ODULGJH)?V DFFRXQWV $V
Pamela Horn has suggested, permanent stewards sometimes resented the intervention of 
professionals.598 WKLOH 7\OHU DQG &ODULGJH)?V UHODWLRQV DSSHDU WR KDYH EHHQ UHODWLYHO\
DPLFDEOH 7\OHU)?V PRVW WUHQFKDQW FULWLFLVPV ZHUH PDGH RI 1DWKDQLHO .HQW SHUKDSV GXH WR
professional jealousy. Tyler grumbled to Egremont about the cost of a valuation by Kent, 
while the eminent surveyor was forced to defend his position regarding a particular valuation 
made of the Cumberland estates, an extract of which is shown below.  
 )‘,KDYHnever been in Cumberland )? though I have [surveyed] estates in more than 
half the counties in EnJODQG WR XSZDUGV RI e-000 per annum with the general 
satisfaction of every person who has employed me )? I am sorry that the nature of 
your enquiry calls for this declaration from me, which I should rather you had learnt 
from another [...] you must from the perusal of my publication on agriculture where I 
have aimed at making every gentleman a judge of his own property, collect whether I 
DPFRPSHWHQWWRDVFHUWDLQWKHYDOXHRIWKHHVWDWHLQTXHVWLRQ>)뤀],DGPLUH\RXULGHD
about the advantages of being acquainted with a countryside the sort of knowledge is 
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certainly good upon a small scale )? but local knowledge alone will not come up to the 
test of our profession )? great experience and a natural turn to combine and compare 
different objects must always lead WRWKHEHVWGHFLVLRQ)?599 
 
Kent had clearly been provoked by either Tyler or Egremont into a defence of his profession, 
and his ability to value an estate he had never visited.600 However, despite this outburst over 
the Cumberland estates, it appears that the /RQGRQ ILUP)?V LPSURYHPHQWV LQ<RUNVKLUHZHUH
generally considered successful. As well as the management of the Yorkshire estates, Kent 
ZDVLQYROYHGLQWKHWUDQVIHURIVRPHRIWKHNLQJ)?VPHULQRVIURP:LQGVRUWR(JUHPRQW)?VKRPH
estate in 1797 (which was completed by Sir Joseph Banks), and the surveying and valuation 
of the tithes of Petworth park and farms in hand during 1799.601 
 
5 Conclusions 
$ FRPSDULVRQ RI WKH 6XVVH[ DQG <RUNVKLUH DJHQWV)? LQFRPHV LV UHYHDOLQJ 7KH HVWDWH
management fees for Yorkshire were FRQVLGHUDEO\ KLJKHU WKDQ WKH 6XVVH[ DJHQWV)? ZDJHV
XQWLO  ZKHQ 7\OHU)?V VDODU\ ZDV PDGH PRUH FRPSHWLWLYH DQG IURP  WKH 3HWZRUWK
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p.293, letters 661 and 667. The Petworth survey (1799) is noted in a bill for five days surveying and 
valuing for £10.10s. with £6.5s travelling costs; WSRO, PHA 8061. 
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agent was paid a commission at the same rate as the London firm. However, net yields were 
affected by the payment of property tax from 1804, and by a more substantial decrease in 
income between 1821 and 1836 caused by rent arrears and abatements, attributable to 
economic scarcity. Nevertheless, despite temporary reductions, both the Yorkshire and 
6XVVH[ DJHQWV)? VDODULHV URse significantly, suggesting that the position of estate manager 
became an increasingly valued and profitable profession in the period.  
 
Kent, Claridge and Pearce provide a useful contrast to the Petworth agents due to their 
different professional status. This business was simultaneously engaged by several clients to 
manage and improve multiple estates, and demonstrated a systematic and commercial 
approach to estate management and an active involvement in agricultural improvement. For 
both G.E. Mingay and Barbara English, a move away from resident agents to firms such as 
this one was a sign of the professionalisation of estate management.602 Kent, Claridge and 
Pearce held an independent position that further enabled them to view their role as one with 
responsibility to tenants as well as employers.603 In contrast, the Petworth agents remained 
reliant on their sole employer, with little autonomy or liberty over estate management and 
LPSURYHPHQWV ,I ZH FRQVLGHU D )‘SURIHVVLRQDO)? DV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW SUDFWLWLRQHU KROGing 
specialised knowledge, it must be recognised that the Petworth agents fell far short of this. 
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 G.E. Mingay, The Gentry. The Rise and Fall of the Ruling Class (London, 1976); B. English 
µ3DWWHUQVRI(VWDWH0DQDJHPHQW¶,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRQRWHWKDWWhe Land Surveyors Club, established in 
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 %(QJOLVKµ3DWWHUQVRIHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW¶SS-48.  
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The career of John Claridge, a professional in a modern estate agency firm, was also mixed. 
He was an apprentice surveyor to Nathaniel Kent, a member of the Society of Arts from his 
\RXWK DQG DQ HDUO\ DXWKRU LQ WKH %RDUG RI $JULFXOWXUH)?V FRXQW\ VXUYH\V +H ZDV PDGH D
partner in the firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce, and later established a land agency with John 
Iveson. He travelled widely in his 66 year career, although his expertise was in the south of 
(QJODQGDQG LQ<RUNVKLUH&ODULGJH)?V WZRPRVWVLJQLILFDQWHPSOR\HUVZHUH WKH WKLUG(DUORI
Egremont, and the first Marquess of Ailesbury. Claridge was selected to rationalise, and later 
manage the Egremont estates in Yorkshire due to his partnership with Nathaniel Kent )? 
whose publications and famous clients were the likely draw for the aristocracy, although his 
own connections with the Board of Agriculture and the Society of Arts made him a respected 
land agent in his own right. Claridge had greater independence than his Petworth 
counterparts, and he sat loosely in any hierarchy of estate management. By the end of his 
career, though, Claridge owed significant debts, whether personal or professional, chiefly to 
Egremont )? a fact that should influence our interpretations of his apparent success in the 
rationalisation of the Yorkshire estate. Like Kent, Claridge strived for a gentlemanly, and not 
just professional status in society; aspirations that were reflected in his homes, his children, 
and ultimately in his debts.  
 
Even if not directly involved in the husbandry elements of estate improvement, the tasks of 
the Petworth agents in financial and legal management made such processes possible. The 
rationalisation of estate management, including accounting techniques and the 
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standardisation of leases, as well as financial management, enabled estate rationalisation. 
6LPLODUO\ SROLWLFDO DFWLYLWLHV SURPRWLQJ HQFORVXUH GUDLQDJH DQG QDYLJDWLRQ WKH DJHQWV)?
representation of Egremont on local committees and courts; and the preparation of 
Parliamentary bills enabled large-scale improvement to take place. Agricultural improvement 
was not, as William 0DUVKDOOFODLPHGHQWLUHO\XQGHUWDNHQE\)‘SUDFWLFDO)?PHQDW3HWZRUWKEXW
was fostered by legal agents who supervised and administered the finance for this work, and 
navigated the complex legal and political procedures necessary in order for such 
improvement to take place.604 It is clear that the land agents made a significant contribution to 
)‘LPSURYHPHQW)?DVXQGHUVWRRG LQDZLGHUWHUPWKDQVLPSO\DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW%DUEDUD
English has suggested that the amount of estate management policy that was defined by the 
agent and how much by the landowner depended on the characters of the men involved.605 
$W 3HWZRUWK LW VHHPV WKH ODQGRZQHU)?V LQFUHDVLQJ LQWHUHVW LQ WKH HVWDWHV LQ IDFW OHG WR DQ
increased role for the land agent. However, Egremont, as a renowned agricultural improver, 
and more realistically, an interested enthusiast, was far from typical.   
 
Despite the criticisms of agricultural commentators, the employment of lawyer-stewards did 
not decline until the 1870s, by which time the increasing complexity of agricultural processes 
and economic management during financial scarcity led to their being replaced by practical 
men with agricultural training, such as those from the Royal Agricultural College established 
LQ$V-$&KDUWUHVKDVDUJXHG)‘HYHQLQWKHIXOOSURIHVVLRQDO)‘HVWDWHDJHQW)?ZDV
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 W. Marshall, On the landed property (1804). 
605
 %(QJOLVKµ3DWWHUQVRIHVWDWHPDQDJHPHQW¶ 
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VWLOOLQWKHPLQRULW\)?606 It is likely that the professional land agent of the late nineteenth century 
ILWWHG0DUVKDOO)?VGHVFULSWLRQEHWWHUWKDQWKRVHRIKLVRZQWLPH 
 
John Beckett has argued that professionalisation was symbolised by the emergence of land 
agents rather than stewards in the early nineteenth century.607 Similarly, David Spring has 
VXJJHVWHGWKDWWKHUHSODFHPHQWRIWKHWHUP)‘VWHZDUG)?ZLWK)‘DJHQW)?FRXOGEHVHHQDV)‘DVLJQRI
WKH ODQG DJHQW)?V JURZLQJ VHOI-consciousness, of his attempt to make an occupation into a 
profHVVLRQ)?608 However, both James Upton Tripp and William Tyler continued to use the term 
)‘VWHZDUG)?DOWKRXJKDVLWKDVEHHQDUJXHGWKHWHUPOHJDODJHQWPRUHDSSURSULDWHO\GHVFULEHV
their work. Tripp, Tyler and their successor Murray were solicitors, making it hard to argue 
WKDW WKH DJHQWV HVWDEOLVKHG D )‘SURIHVVLRQ)? LQ HVWDWH PDQDJHPHQW 7KHLU VWDWXV ZDV YHU\
different to that of the independent firm of Kent, Claridge and Pearce, as well as other non-
resident professionals such as solicitor-agents James Loch and the Oxley Parker family, 
whose successful management of over 20 properties in Essex demonstrates the increasing 
role of land agency firms in estate management during the nineteenth century. 609 
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 - &KDUWUHV µ$JULFXOWXUDO PDUNHWV DQG WUDGH¶  S $W WKH HQG RI WKH QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\
7+6 (VFRWW VXJJHVWV WKDW µ>W@KH FXVWRP ZKLFK ZDV RQFH FRPPRQ RI SODFLQJ HVWDWHV LQ WKH
management of county solicitors, is gradually falling into desuetude, though still very far from being 
obsoOHWH¶7+6(VFRWWEngland, vol. 1 (1879, London), p. 70. 
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 J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy.  
608
 D. Spring, The English Landed Estate (1963), p.97. 
609
 James Loch was agent to the Sutherland estates in the late eighteenth century, although also 
advised and managed other estate properties and enterprises including the Bridgewater Trust. 
Christopher Comyns Parker and his son John Oxley Parker managed over 20 different estates during 
70 years of land agency in Essex. J.V. Beckett, The aristocracy, p.147; J. Oxley Parker, The Oxley 
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Nevertheless, the increased competency, responsibility and salary of Tyler suggests that the 
early stages of professionalisation may have been taking place, with the role of land steward 
becoming a respectable and profitable employment for county solicitors and others. The 
retention of this position by solicitors, however, means that land agents had not become a 
distinctive professional body by the early nineteenth century. This process arguably took 
place after 1850 at Petworth, although the structure of estate management may well still have 
differed from the ideal.610 
 
                                                 
610
 W. Marshall, On the landed property of England. 
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CHAPTER NINE:  
PATRONAGE AND PROFESSIONALISATION 
 
This chapter considers debates regarding professional status and the nature of patronage in 
the developing field of geology during the early nineteenth century. In particular, it examines 
the employment of the mineral surveyor William Smith by the third Earl of Egremont on his 
Yorkshire estates from 1803. This study is used to unravel professional networks between 
/RUG(JUHPRQW)?VKRPHHVWDWHDW3HWZRUWKDQGKLVODQGLQ<RUNVKLUHDVZHOODVFRQQHFWLRQV
with the Board of Agriculture and the Royal Society in London. The chapter will first introduce 
William Smith, then discuss networks of patronage associated with the Board of Agriculture 
and Royal Society. It will briefly discuss coal mining in the West Riding, and will examine in 
detail a particular coal trial at Spofforth between 1803 and 1805. I will end by considering 
6PLWK)?V SURIHVVLRQDO VWDWXV DQG UHSXWDWLRQ DQGoffer a commentary about the role and 
SRWHQWLDO LQIOXHQFH RI DFNQRZOHGJHG )‘H[SHUWV)? LQ WKe improvement of absentee estates in 
Britain during this period. 
 
9.1 William Smith and the Egremont estate 
:LOOLDP )‘VWUDWD)? 6PLWK -1839) was a self-taught land surveyor, mineralogist and 
drainage engineer from Oxfordshire, whose research produced the first true geological map 
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of Britain in 1815.611 Smith was one of a growing number of surveyors who were employed 
on enclosure and inland navigation projects from the late eighteenth century. Surveyors 
became increasingly professionalised during this period, a process that coincided with the 
professional and managerial revolution in law and medicine, and was characterised by 
increased autonomy and exclusive knowledge that made professionals indispensable to their 
employers.612  
 
9.2 Networks of patronage: the Board of Agriculture and the Royal Society  
Chapters six and eight have shown that the Yorkshire estates were extensively reorganised 
by the London surveyor firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce from 1796. It was in this context of 
increased expenditure in Yorkshire that William Smith was commissioned in 1803 to 
examine the potential for the extraction of coal at Spofforth.613 While it is unclear how Smith 
received this commission, it is likely that the geologist was recommended to Egremont by 
one of his fellow members of the Board of Agriculture, Thomas Coke (1752-1842) of 
Holkham, or, more likely, Francis Russell, fifth Duke of Bedford (1765-1802). Interestingly, it 
ZDVWKURXJK6PLWK)?VK\GURORJLFDOUDWKHUWKDQPLQHUDORJLFDOH[SHUWLVHWKDWKHEHFDPHNQRZQ
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 3 %UDVVOH\ µ7KH SURIHVVLRQDOLVDWLRQ RI (QJOLVK
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 Oxford, OUMNH, William Smith Archive, Box 1, Folder 2, Egremont to Smith, N.D. [1803]; Wm 
Smith, Bx.6, F.3, Draft letters, Smith to Egremont and Claridge, 3 Feb.1803. WSRO, PHA D22/18, 
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WRVXFK )‘LPSURYLQJ)?DULVWRFUDWVThomas &RNHKDG LQVSHFWHG6PLWK)?V6RPHUVHWGUDLQDJH LQ
1800, commissioned work from him on his Norfolk estate, and had introduced him in 1801 to 
the Duke of Bedford who was undertaking extensive drainage and irrigation at his home 
estate at Woburn (Bedfordshire).  
 
Earlier still, in 1796, William Smith had been elected a member of the Royal Bath and West 
of England Society, of which both Bedford and Egremont were members.614 The sudden 
death of the Duke of Bedford in 1802 may have been another reason for this commission by 
Egremont as he tried to assist Smith after losing his primary supporter. The Earl may also 
KDYH UHDG 6PLWK)?V )‘3URVSHFWXV)? IRU KLV LQWHQGHG ERRN Q URFN VWUDWD ZKLFK ZDV ZLGHO\
circulated from 1801.615 A further connection to Egremont may have been gained through 
6PLWK)?VHQJLQHHULQJZRUNLQ6XVVH[RQWKHULYHU2XVHZKHUHKHZRXOGFHUWDLQO\KDYHFRPH
into contact with the agriculturalists John Ellman and Lord Sheffield (1741-1821), who was 
president of Board of Agriculture from 1803 to 1806.616  
 
More likely still, William Smith may have been recommended to Egremont by Sir Joseph 
Banks (1743-1820). Egremont had been in correspondence with Banks since the 1790s 
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UHJDUGLQJZRRO WKHNLQJ)?VPHULQRVDQGKLVRZQDGPLVLRQ LQWR Whe Royal Society in 1797. 
Banks had a keen interest in lead and coal mining on his own Overton estate in Derbyshire 
and was a proponent of coal mining in Britain and the colonies. Furthermore, Banks had 
assisted Lord Palmerston (1739-1802) in trials for coal in 1784 in return for a scientific 
account of the rock strata.617 Banks was also a public supporter of William Smith. Banks had 
YLVLWHGWKH'XNHRI%HGIRUG)?V:REXUQGUDLQDJHLPSURYHPHQWVLQDQGPHWWKHVXUYH\RU
John Farey who was acting as agent for the Duke. After working together at Woburn, and 
PDNLQJWZRJHRORJLFDOWRXUVWRJHWKHU)DUH\SURPRWHG:LOOLDP6PLWK)?VGLVFRYHULHVWR-RVHSK
Banks in February 1802, demonstrating that Smith was the first to document the sequential 
order of British rocks, and had discovered the means to identify individual strata within that 
sequence using fossils.618 In June 1802, Smith exhibited the progress of his geological map 
DW %HGIRUG)?V DQQXDO :REXUQ VKHHS-VKHDULQJ IDLU ZKHUH %DQNV SURPRWHG WKH VXUYH\RU)?V
work.619 Smith continued to exhibit his maps at Woburn for a number of years in order to 
gain subscriptions for his geological publications, and commissions from those great 
)‘LPSURYLQJ)? ODQGRZQHUVDQGRWKHUV in the agricultural world for whom the Woburn, and later 
Holkham sheep-shearing fairs were essential social gatherings.620  
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Despite this uncertainty whether the connection with Smith was made through the Board of 
Agriculture or the Royal Society, it is clear that the overlapping agricultural and scientific 
circles of Bath, Woburn and London provided the third Earl with access to information 
regarding the mineral surveyor, and a probable recommendation of his work. 
 
9.3 Coal mining in Yorkshire 
:KDWWKHQZHUHWKH(DUO)?VPRWLYHVLQHPSOR\LQJ6PLWKDW6SRIIRUWK"7KHVHDUch for coal by 
Yorkshire landowners had been recorded as early as the 1630s in the East Riding, but, 
despite a number of searches later in the eighteenth century, no mines were opened.621 In 
contrast, the West Riding General View of Agriculture reported in 1799 that there were 
)‘QXPHURXVPLQHVRIFRDOOLPHLURQVWRQHDQGOHDGDQGVRPHFRSSHULQWKLVGLVWULFW)?622 Two 
distinct coal areas can be identified from this period; the West Yorkshire coalfield from 
Nostell near Wakefield along the River Calder to Mirfield near Huddersfield; and the South 
Yorkshire district with its rich Barnsley seams.623 In effect, this gave the impression of an 
abundance of collieries between Sheffield and Leeds; a landscape that William Cobbett 
GHVFULEHGDV)‘FRDODQGLURQDQGLURQDQG FRDO)?624  
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During the nineteenth century, the Yorkshire and North Midland coalfield became the largest 
in Britain, with development dispersed between Leeds and Nottingham. Coal was also 
profitable: by the end of the eighteenth century, industry in Yorkshire and Lancashire was 
estimated to use about 1.5 million tons of coal annually.625  
 
(JUHPRQW)?VFRDOPLQLQJFRQFHUQVLQZHVW&XPEHUODQGSURYLGHGDVXEVWDQWLDOUHQWDOLQFRPH
%URXJKWRQFROOLHU\DORQHSURYLGHG WKHHVWDWHZLWK e LQFOXGLQJDQDQQXDO UHQWRI e
DQGWKHDVVRFLDWHGUR\DOWLHVEHWZHHQDQG$QQXDOUHQWVLQFUHDVHGWRRYHUe
LQ  DQG WR QHDUO\ e LQ 626 However, this seemed paltry in comparison to 
FRQWHPSRUDU\OHDGLQJ)‘FROOLHU\HQWUHSUHQHXUV)?LQFOXGLQJWKH/RZWKHUDQG&XUwen families of 
Cumberland, whose success may have further motivated Egremont to pursue other mineral 
interests.627   
 
The two wealthiest West Riding estates, the properties of the Duke of Norfolk (1746-1815) 
and the Earl Fitzwilliam (1748-1833), both lay above the South Yorkshire coal seams near 
Sheffield, Rotherham and Wakefield. These influential landowners would have been well 
NQRZQ WR (JUHPRQW 1RUIRON)?V KRPH HVWDWH RI $UXQGHO ZDV OHVV WKDQ WZHOYH PLOHV IURP
(JUHPRQW)?V DW 3HWZRUWK DQG ERWK PHQ SOD\HG VLgnificant roles in local government in the 
southern county. Norfolk was also a member of the Royal Society, while the Earl Fitzwilliam 
                                                 
625
 -7:DUGµ:HVW5LGLQJODQGRZQHUVDQGPLQLQJ¶S 
626
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was a member of the Board of Agriculture, and a correspondent with Egremont regarding 
proximate estates in the East Riding, and (as a former Lord Lieutenant of Ireland), potential 
absentee taxes in 1798.628 The examples of successful aristocratic entrepreneurs such as 
Fitzwilliam, Norfolk and the Duke of Devonshire (1748-1811) in the West Riding would have 
undoubtedly been a spur to Egremont in investigating potential mineral reserves on his 
Yorkshire estates.629  
 
6HYHUDORIWKHVHDULVWRFUDWVKDGHVWDWHVSUR[LPDWHWR(JUHPRQW)?VODQGLQ<RUNVKLUHLQFOXGLQJ
the Dukes of Norfolk and Devonshire and Earls Fitzwilliam and Carlisle in the East Riding. 
(JUHPRQW)?V 6SRIIRUWK HVWDWH LQ WKH :HVW 5LGLQJ ZDV FORVH WR ODQG RZQHG E\ WKH 'XNH RI
Devonshire at Wetherby, to the Harwood estate of the Lascelles family (with limited mining 
LQWHUHVWVQHDUWRWKH'XNHRI'HYRQVKLUH)?V*UDVVLQJWRQOHDGPines near Skipton in the North 
Riding), and to the 15,000 acre Bramham estate near Wetherby, owned by the Lane-Fox 
family. Since 1797, the Bramham estate had drawn mineral rents from Allerton-Bywater 
colliery at Castleford near Leeds. This was close to Methley colliery, part of the estate of the 
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 -7:DUGµ7KHHDUOV)LW]ZLOOLDPDQGWKH:HQWZRUWK:RRGKRXVHHVWDWHLQWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\¶
Yorkshire Bulletin of Economic & Social Research, 12 (1960), 19-27; G. Mee, Aristocratic enterprise: 
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*RRGZLQ µ+RZDUG&KDUOHVHOHYHQWKGXNHRI1RUIRON 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¶ UHYE\6-6NHGGOxford DNB 
(Oxford, 2004); Whitehaven RO, Leconfield Y7/6, Yorkshire Wressle estate, letters regarding 
Loftsome bridge, 1803; WSRO, PHA 55, Letters from Wentworth Fitzwilliam, 1798 and 1819 regarding 
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 '6SULQJµ7KH(QJOLVKODQGHGHVWDWHLQWKHDJHRIFRDODnd iron: 1830-¶The Economic History 
Review, 2:1 (1951), 3-24. 
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Earls of Mexborough. The Meynell-Ingrams of Temple Newsam near Leeds also had long 
connections with entrepreneurial ventures in the region.630 
 
The Lane-Fox family had further lead-mining interests at Rimmington near Clitheroe in 
Lancashire. The Bramham home estate, only a few miles from Spofforth, would, however, 
KDYH EHHQ RI PRVW LQWHUHVW WR (JUHPRQW $FFRUGLQJ WR 6DPXHO /HZLV)?Topographical 
dictionary, Bramham Moor abounded with freestone, limestone and coal, and a survey of 
Bramham Park was itself carried out in 1823 by surveyors looking for minerals.631 While this 
survey was undertaken after the Spofforth trials under examination in this paper, it does 
suggest that Egremont and his advisors were not alone in considering that this district may 
have held potential mineral reserves.  
 
9.4 Spofforth coal surveys, 1798-  
(JUHPRQW)?VHVWDWHDW6SRIIRUWKQHDU WRWKHFRDOPLQHVRI/HHGVDQG%UDGIRUGDOWKRXJKQRW
so proximate as to be in competition with them), was therefore considered a likely place for 
coal. It was also accessible. As Robert Brown reported in his General View in 1799, 
6SRIIRUWKZDV )‘ODWHO\ LQFORVHGDQGFRQVHTXHQWO\ LVLQDQ LPSURYLQJVWDWH)?632 However, it is 
surprising that Egremont employed Smith to examine this estate after a pessimistic survey 
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 -7:DUGµ:HVW5LGLQJODQGRZQHUV¶SS5%URZQGeneral view. 
631
 -7:DUG µ:HVW5LGLQJ ODQGRZQHUV¶ S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 R. Brown, General view, Appendix, p.79. 
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FDUULHGRXWE\RQH:LOOLDP:DONHUDPLQHUDOVXUYH\RUZKROHDVHG(JUHPRQW)?V&OHDWRU-Moor 
colliery in Cumberland, in September 1798.633 Walker reported that the prospect of finding 
FRDOZDV)‘YHU\XQIDYRXUDEOH)?DQGFRuld not justify a trial in more than one place. He argued 
WKDWLIDWULDOZDVFDUULHGRXW)‘WKHVHDPRIFRDOLIDQ\ZLOOEHVRVPDOODQGOD\ [sic] at such a 
depth as not to be an object of attention or render the working [of] it profitable)?.634 
 
Perhaps because of this, Egremont stressed in his first letter to Smith in February 1803 that 
)‘,VKRXOGZLVKWKDWDVOLWWOHPLJKWEHVDLGLQWKDWFRXQWU\DERXWWKHSXUSRVHRI\RXUMRXUQH\)?DV
could be reconciled with the need to gain information about coal in the area. This was 
presumably to prevent censure if it failed.635 The surveyor John Farey wrote in 1807 of the 
many futile attempts to find coal outside of known coalfields in the southern and eastern 
counties of England. One of the many unsuccessful speculations included a coal trial at 
%H[KLOO LQ (DVW 6XVVH[ EHWZHHQ  DQG  WKDW FRVW ZHOO RYHU e $V +XJK
Torrens has argued, many of these speculations remained unchronicled due to such 
expensive and embarrassing failures.636  
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 William Walker was the lessee of Cleator Moor colliery between 1788 and 1805. The output of this 
colliery in 1801 was 4,887 tons. After 1805, William Walker & Co. continued to lease coal at 
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Smith was furnished with introductory letters and maps for his visit by the Yorkshire agent 
-RKQ&ODULGJH%\$SULO6PLWKKDGZULWWHQDQLQLWLDOUHSRUWRQWKH)‘JUHDWVXFFHVV)?RIWKHWULDOV
at Spofforth. His research had begun with a map of Yorkshire and a slow journey northwards 
)‘LQRUder to trace the connecting line between this coal and that which is now [being worked] 
LQRWKHUSDUWVRI WKHFRXQWU\)?$FFRUGLQJWR6PLWK6SRIIRUWKZDV ORFDWHG)‘ZLWKLQWKHJHQHUDO
UDQJHRIFRDOVWUDWD)?DQGWKHVXUYH\RUKDGIRXQGHQFRXUDJLQJ)‘V\PSWRPVRI FRDO)?LQWKHDUHD
LQFOXGLQJ)‘VXUIDFHVRLODQGVWRQHV)?)‘DQFLHQWSRWWHU\)?DQGWKHRYHUO\LQJJHRORJ\FKDUDFWHULVWLF
of coal areas, examined initially by the sinking of wells. As trials had so far produced a thin 
seam of coal and some iron ore near the surface, Smith recommended the use of a steam 
engine to remove water from deeper wells; thereby promising both economy in the trials, and 
prospective wealth due to the high price of coal in the area.637   
 
A month later, Smith produced a comprehensive report on WKH )‘GLVFRYHU\ RI FRDOV DW
6SRIIRUWK)? DOWKRXJK WKH PLQHUDO OD\HUV UHPDLQHG LQ DQ LUUHJXODU DQG XQSURILWDEOH SRVLWLRQ
which only spurred Smith on to further research. The report was accompanied by a diagram 
RIWKHVWUDWDZKLFKLOOXVWUDWHVWKHVXUYH\RU)?V competence (see below). The diagram is more 
distinct than sketches found in the Smith archives, and attempts to represent the location of 
boring sites, the surface topography, and the underlying geology. The difficulty of showing 
three dimensions on such sketches can be seen by the later block models by John Farey 
                                                                                                                                          
S-)DUH\ µ&RDO¶ LQ$5HHV HG The cyclopedia or universal dictionary of arts, sciences and 
literature, vol. viii (London, 1807). 
637
 WSRO, PHA D22/18. A report on the probability of finding coal at Spofforth in Yorkshire by William 
Smith, April 1803. 
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 DQG E\ WKH SURKLELWLYHO\ H[SHQVLYH XVH RI VKDGLQJ RQ :LOOLDP 6PLWK)?V 
geological map.638  Vertical sections of at least three trial sites at Spofforth were also found 
in the Smith papers that used colour and shading to distinguish variable geology. This 
method of representing the vertical sequence of rocks using longitudinal sections was 
common to most British geologists by the 1820s.639  
 
FIGURE 7: TWO SECTIONS OF STRATA , SPOFFORTH BY WILLIAM SMITH (1803-  
Section of strata sunk through in some of the wells near Spofforth
which are said to have produced coal. Mr Scotts well at ?Woodhill
(middle) and well at Linton (right). Coloured. Undated, probably 
1803 or 1804. O.U.M.N.H., William Smith Archive, Bx.16, F.4
6HFWLRQRIVWUDWDVXQNWKURXJK,QJOHVWRQ¶VZHOO(top) and Henry 
3DUNLQ¶VZHOO (bottom). Half coloured, bottom part in light 
pencil and uncoloured. Undated, probably 1803 or 1804. 
O.U.M.N.H., William Smith Archive, Bx.16, F.4
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.16, F.4. R. Laudan, From mineralogy to geology. The foundations 
of a science, 1650-1830 (London, 1987), p.163. 
639
 R. Laudan, From mineralogy to geology, pp.163- 164. 
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FIGURE 8: SKETCH OF THE STRATA, SPOFFORTH  (1803), PHA D22/18 
 
 
Despite the clarity of the Spofforth strata diagram, the six thin layers of strata (of which only 
the first and fourth layers were measured) are suggestive of a rather desperate search, by 
both an indigent surveyor, and an optimistic and wealthy landowner. Smith tempted 
(JUHPRQWZLWK)‘DFRQYLFWLRQWKDWFRDOVZLOOEHIRXQGLQVXIILFLHQWTXDQWLW\DQGTXDOLW\WKDQDQ\
that has yet been discovHUHGLQWKDWSDUWRI<RUNVKLUH)?640     
 
While the extant 1803 report is incomplete, a letter from the eminent chemist and Fellow of 
the Royal Society Charles Hatchett (1765-1847) confirmed its sense, and the potential 
profitability of iron ore and limestone also on the site. Hatchett had recently completed a tour 
                                                 
640
 WSRO, PHA D22/18. 
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RIPLQHVDQGPDQXIDFWXULQJGLVWULFWV LQ(QJODQGDQG6FRWODQGDQGKDGYLVLWHG(JUHPRQW)?V
Cumberland mines in Bolton parish.641 Hatchett is shown in a fictional portrait of men of 
science from 1807, engraved in 1862.642 The chemist had advised Joseph Banks on the 
geology of his Overton estate and on the financially unpromising nature of some local lead 
mines in 1796, and it is likely that Banks may have recommended Hatchett to Egremont 
when seeking advice for his Yorkshire boring.643 (JUHPRQWYLVLWHG+DWFKHWW)?VODERUDWRU\DWKLV
home in Hammersmith, indicating the importance the landowner placed on this experiment. 
+DWFKHWW)?VOHWWHUUHFRPPHQGHG)‘WKDW>6PLWK@PD\EHSHUPLWWHGWRSXUVXHWKHLQYHVWLJDWLRQ)?D
validation which would lead to a further two years of costly speculation.644  
 
 
9.5 The management of the Yorkshire coal trials, 1803-  
The coal trials at Spofforth were managed initially by Thomas Wheelhouse, a resident of 
Linton and a Spofforth tenant.645 Wheelhouse corresponded directly with Smith, who relied 
on the foreman to update the agent John Claridge on both mining and drainage matters 
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 C. Hatchett, The Hatchett diary. A tour through counties of England and Scotland in 1796 visiting 
their mines and manufactories ed. by A. Ristrick (Truro, 1967), pp.103-104. 
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 +67RUUHQVµ3DWURQDJHDQGSUREOHPV¶S 
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  WSRO, PHA D22/18. Hatchett to Egremont, 23 May 1803. 
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 Thomas Wheelhouse was listed in the 1803 Yorkshire accounts as a Spofforth tenant. A survey of 
the estate from 1767 indicates that a tenant of this name (his father) held thirty-two acres and a barn at 
Linton and other family members, likely to be his mother and brother, were also considerable tenants 
on this estate. PHA 4105-4259 (1797-1947), Account between the Earl of Egremont, Col. George 
Wyndham and Lord Leconfield successively, per their respective agents and the Yorkshire Tenants; 
PHA 1457, 1458, Field books belonging to a plan of Linton, Yorkshire, made in 1756 and revised by 
Thomas Brown[e] and James Crow in 1767. PHA 3076, Survey, valuation and new arrangement of the 
estates belonging to the Earl of Egremont situate in Topcliffe, Seamar [sic], Spofforth, Linton, 
Tadcaster and other adjoining parishes in the North and West Ridings of the County of York. By Kent, 
Claridge and Pearce, 1797. 
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during his biannual visits to the Yorkshire estates. However, in July 1803, Wheelhouse 
GHFODUHGWKDWKHZDV)‘SOHDVHGZLWK0U+LOO)?ZKRKHWKRXJKWZRXOGEHFRPH)‘D<RUNVKLUHPDQ)?
while the former visited Egremont, probably in London.646  Jonathan Hill was from Stow-on-
the-Wold in Gloucestershire, where Smith had been employed from 1787 as an apprentice 
and assistant surve\RUWR(GZDUG:HEEZKRP+LOOGHVFULEHGDV)‘P\ROGIULHQG)?,WLVOLNHO\
WKDW6PLWKUHFRPPHQGHGWKHIRUHPDQWRPDQDJHWKHVHWULDOVDVKHGLG+LOO)?VVRQ:LOOLDPLQ
Lancashire (for the sum of twenty pounds a year), at Bath from 1809 and for the Somerset 
Coal Canal Company from 1813 where William Hill worked until his retirement, to be 
succeeded by his son.647  
 
Jonathan Hill appears to have taken over as manager at Spofforth from July 1803, although 
he was still assisted by Wheelhouse in November 1804. Both Wheelhouse and Hill seem to 
have been competent managers, with some knowledge of engineering, mining and rock 
formations, and provided Smith with competent assessments of the boring during his 
frequent absences. However, it is likely that the managers had received no formal training for 
this occupation above that which was received on the job.648 It is clear from their 
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.6, F.3, Draft letters, Smith to Wheelhouse and to Claridge, 14 
March and 7 April 1803; Bx.1, F. 2, Wheelhouse to Smith, 19 June and 18 July 1803; Wm Smith, Bx.1 
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study of the Industrial Revolution in Great Britain (London, 1965). 
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correspondence that both Wheelhouse and Hill were practical, rather than literate men.649 
+LOOUHSRUWHGWKDWKHZDVXQGHUWDNLQJ)‘DOOWKHEODFNVPLWKVZRUN)?DWWKHVLWHLQSUREDEO\
maintaining the steam engine and adapting materials for boring.650 As W.J. Reader argued, 
machine designers themselves often came from the ranks of blacksmiths and millwrights, 
which provided them with the skills and tools for mechanical engineering.651  
 
:LWK&KDUOHV+DWFKHWW)?VVXSSRUWIRUWKHH[SHULPHQW&ODULGJHDVNHGIRUPRUHPRQH\IRUWKH
search for profitable coal, and in August 1803 Smith reported that a pit was over twenty 
\DUGVGHHSZLWKD )‘IODWWHULQJ)?SURVSHFWof coal. By October, the pit was a further ten yards 
deep and had a steam engine which was removing water, while labourers mined surface 
deposits mixed with clay.652 :KLOH&ODULGJHVWUHVVHGWKH)‘IUXJDOLW\)?RI WKHHQWHUSULVHKHKDG
intentionally failed to acW RXW (JUHPRQW)?V LQVWUXFWLRQV WR )‘SD\-RII)? :LOOLDP 6PLWK LQ RUGHU
&ODULGJH FODLPHG WR )‘UHWDLQ KLV VHUYLFHV)? DQG WKH DJHQW DUJXHG WKDW KH ZDV )‘QRZ PRUH
VDQJXLQHRIWKHVXFFHVVRIWKHXQGHUWDNLQJWKDQHYHU)? 
 
This hopeful attitude of the agent may well have been due to the increasing cost of the 
undertaking, and, more particularly, to the reputation of both the agent and his employer in 
WKH GLVWULFW &ODULGJH UHSRUWHG WKDW )‘WKH ZKROH FRXQWU\ DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH VXFFHVV)? RI WKH
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.1, F.2, Wheelhouse to Smith, 18 July 1803; Wm Smith Bx.1, F.3, 
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.1, F.4, J. Hill to Smith, 11 November 1804. 
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Smith to Egremont, 28 Aug. 1803. 
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experiment. To add to the curiosity of local inhabitants, the boring was frequently hindered 
by the necessary removal of water. On one such occasion in October, Claridge reported that:  
)‘no sooner did the pit fill with water, but a report instantly prevailed, that this 
undertaking would be given up )? which I hope your lordship will not attend to, or any 
idle tales which may be stated to you, prejudicial to the business in which (if we 
succeed) is of the utmost importance to you.)?653  
 
The successful excavation of coal at Spofforth would also have been of material interest to 
&ODULGJHDVWKHDJHQW)?VDQQXDOIHHZDVDFDOFXODWLRQRIWKUHHDQGDKDOISHUFHQWRIWKHQHW
income of the estate, although the continued spending on this experiment would also have 
UHGXFHG WKH DJHQW)?V LPPHGLDWH Lncome. Dr John Tripp, rector at Spofforth, also keenly 
observed the activities. Tripp was the elder brother of the former Petworth agent, James 
Upton Tripp (d. 1801), and had attended Westminster School with Egremont. He also briefly 
acted as agent for the Yorkshire estates before the employment of the firm Kent, Claridge 
and Pearce in 1796. When extensive water threatened the mining project in the summer of 
1803 while Smith was absent from the works, the Reverend Dr Tripp called a halt to the 
proceedings, which were only recommenced after consulting with the surveyor.654  
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involvement by Church of England clergy can been seen in the Pennington coal trial in the East Riding 
during the eighteenth century when Joseph Pennington selected the rector of Ousby (Cumberland), a 
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(JUHPRQW)?V UHWHQWLRQ RI ULJKWV WR PLQHUDO H[SORLWDWLRQ DIIHFWHG ERWK SUHVHQW DQG IXWXUH
prospects for his tenants. The mining trials were intrusive to other forms of land use as they 
caused surface damage, and vied for space for waste disposal.655 Anthony Proctor 
complained to Jonathan Hill in May 1804 that he wanted to plant his land. Other tenants, 
such as Henry Parkin were involved in negotiations with Claridge and Smith.656 However, Hill 
proWHVWHGWKDWKHZRXOGREH\RQO\6PLWK)?VQRW3DUNLQ)?VLQVWUXFWLRQVZKHQWKHODWWHUWROGKLP
)‘WRERUHLQWKHROGSLW)?DVLWZDV)‘RIQRXVHWRERUHDQ\ZKHUHHOVH)?+LOOODWHUFRPSODLQHGWKDW
&ODULGJHKDGFRQVXOWHG3DUNLQ)‘DQGJDYHKLPRUGHUVKRZWRJRRQ)?ZLthout consulting either 
himself, or William Smith.657 These strained relations can be seen as a response to the 
failure to prove any coal fit for working at Spofforth, and the uncertainty of those responsible 
for the everyday working of the site in the absence of land agent, surveyor and landowner. 
+RZHYHU GHVSLWH WKH VHHPLQJO\ GHVSHUDWH VLWXDWLRQ 6PLWK)?V RSWLPLVP ZDV LQIHFWLRXV +H
ZURWHWR+LOOLQ-DQXDU\WKDW)‘WKHUHLVQRWKLQJLQWKHDFFRXQW\RXKDYH\HWVHQWPHWKDW
gives me the least occasion to dHVSDLURIILQGLQJFRDODW6SRIIRUWK)?658  
 
In his optimism, Smith corresponded with the engineer Richard Trevithick (1771-1833) 
regarding his newly invented high pressure steam engine that was more compact and lighter 
than the large beam engines on Newcomen RU %RXOWRQ DQG :DWW)?V SODQV 6PLWK LQTXLUHG
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.1, F.3, J. Hill to Smith, 17 May 1804; Wm Smith Bx.1, F.4: two 
letters J. Hill to Smith, 18 July and 11 Nov. 1804. 
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.6, F.4-5, Draft, Smith to J. Hill, 23 Jan.1804. 
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DERXW WKHSULFHRIVXFKHQJLQHV)‘KDYLQJQRZWKHGLUHFWLRQRIVRPHH[SHULPHQWVIRUFRDO LQ
Lancashire and Yorkshire where steam engines will be required for the purposes of pumping 
ZDWHU DQG ZLQGLQJ FRDO)? 6PLWKsuggested that he would have opportunities for 
recommending further engines to his future employers.659 This correspondence is surprising 
given the fact that an engine had already been established at Spofforth, and trials had so far 
provided little evidence to justify another significant investment. At the Lancashire trials, too, 
no shaft had yet been sunk. These trials were located at Tarbock near Liverpool on the 
estate of the Earl of Sefton (1772-1838) from 1803, where successful boring led to the 
installation of a Trevithick engine and a working colliery until the end of the century.660  
 
Despite apparent differences over the Spofforth trials, Smith and Claridge visited the estate 
at the same time, and also arranged to visit Egremont in London together. Claridge and 
Smith also corresponded regarding the Tarbock coal trials and the wishes of the Earl of 
Sefton for a year from November 1803. Smith wrote to Claridge in very positive terms about 
the progress of boring in Lancashire, and inquired from the agent about how to conduct the 
H[SHQVHV RI WKH FROOLHU\ DQG UHTXHVWHG DGYLFH DERXW /RUG 6HIWRQ)?V ZLVKHV ,W LV FOHDU
therefore, that Claridge was acting as agent for Lord Sefton for these trials, if not for his 
whole estate.661 While it may seem incongruous to observe the Egremont agent acting for 
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.6, F.4-5, Draft, Smith to R. Trevithick, 25 March 1804. J.M. Eyles, 
µ:LOOLDP6PLWK5LFKDUG7UHYLWKLFN¶S 
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 ,$ :LOOLDPVRQ µ:LOOLDP 6PLWK KLV PLQLQJ UHSRUW RQ DQG WKH VXEVHTXHQW PLQLQJ KLVWRU\ RI WKH
7DUERFN&RDOILHOGQHDU/LYHUSRRO¶British Mining 78 (2005), 54-67. 
661
 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.6, F.3, F.4-5. Correspondence between William Philip Molyneux, 
2nd Earl of Sefton (1772-1838) and Smith, and between Smith and W. Hill, regarding Tarbock coal 
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another landowner, the firm Kent, Claridge and Pearce was simultaneously engaged by 
several clients to manage and improve multiple estates, and they surveyed and valued many 
more.  
  
While a report by Smith on the Spofforth trials in June 1804 maintained that a number of thin 
coal veins near the surface, together with encouraging geology and accompanying fossils, 
PHDQW WKDW KH KDG )‘DV JRRG KRSHV DV HYHU)? WKH VHDUFKKDG VR IDU EHHQ GLVDSSRLQWLQJ
Geological faults concerned the surveyor, while water, impenetrable rocks and noxious gas 
hindered the practitioners. Without improvements, Smith recorded, boring would cease at 
\DUGVRQWKHVLWHDWZKLFKWKH\ZHUHZRUNLQJDOWKRXJKKHVWLOOKDG)‘JRRGKRSHVRIILQGLQJ
coal in oWKHUSDUWVRIWKHSDULVK)?662  
 
2Q6PLWK)?VDGYLFH(JUHPRQWFRQVXOWHGDQDFNQRZOHGJHGH[SHUWDERXWWKHIXWXUHRIWKHFRDO
trial in July 1804; this time Charles Francis Greville (1749-1809), a renowned mineralogist 
and horticulturalist and friend of Sir Joseph Banks, who was, like Charles Hatchett and 
Egremont, a Fellow of the Royal Society.663 Unlike Hatchett, Greville recommended the 
engagement of an alternative engineer (one Mr Dod, currently based in Yorkshire) to assess 
                                                                                                                                          
trials (1803-1806). Smith and Claridge corresponded regarding Tarbock and the Earl of Sefton from 
1803 to 1804.  
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 WSRO, PHA D22/18, 7ULDOIRU&RDORQWKH(DUORI(JUHPRQW¶VHVWDWHDW6SRIIRUWKLQ<RUNVKLUH
and 1804. Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.1, F.4, J. Hill to Smith, 1 October 1804. 
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 Oxford, OUMNH, Wm Smith, Bx.1, F.3, Claridge to Smith, 10 May 1804, µ\RX KDG ZLVKHG KLV
ORUGVKLSWRFRQVXOW0U+DWFKHWWRUVRPHRWKHUJHQWOHPDQ¶WSRO, PHA D22/18, Greville to Egremont, 
10 July 1804 and n.d. [?July 1804].  
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the viability of the trials.664 In a later letter, Greville stated that he was )‘sorry to think that 
there is no chance of a good seam of working coal at Spofforth and that the perseverance in 
trial has been greater than I should have encouraged after the first trial)?. According to 
Greville, the SURVSHFWRIWKHJUHDWWULDOZDV)‘GHVSHUDWH)?DQGPLQLQJHYHQIRULURQRUHLQWKH
faulted area would prove unprofitable. Greville stated that Smith, whom he did not know, was 
ZHOO DFTXDLQWHG )‘ZLWK WKH VWUDWD RI <RUNVKLUH)? EXWWKDW FRDO GLG QRW DOZD\V RFcur where it 
might be expected. While the surviving letter is incomplete, it is likely that Greville 
recommended that Egremont end the trials. 
 
By mid 1804, even Hill was beginning to doubt the prospect of finding coals. In October, Hill 
reported to Smith WKDW &ODULGJH WRR VHHPHG )‘DOPRVW WLUHG RI RXU ERULQJ)? 7KH FRVW RI WKH
H[SHULPHQWKDGH[FHHGHGeZLWKRQO\ WKHERULQJDSSDUDWXV WRVKRZ IRU LW:LWKVXFK
expensive machinery, it was considered prudent to try a further site at nearby Linton, and 
then to end the experiment. However, while no additional correspondence between Claridge 
and Smith exists in either the Petworth or Oxford archives from March 1805 when boring 
remained unsuccessful, the trial was sustained for a further twelve months, albeit at different 
locations. Claridge defended the continuation of the trial at Spofforth to his employer in terms 
RIHFRQRP\WKHFRVWVRIWKHH[SHULPHQWKDYLQJ)‘QRWH[FHHGHGeDZHHNDOOZLQWHU)?ZLWK)‘QRW
DVKLOOLQJRIH[SHQGLWXUH ODYLVKHG)?7KHDJHQWKDGIXUWKHUGLUHFWHG)‘DPLQXWHH[DPLQDWLRQRI
                                                 
664
 This is probably Thomas Dodd, a land surveyor working in the North Riding of Yorkshire at this time. 
F. Steers et al. (eds.) Dictionary of Land Surveyors II, p.146. 
 249 
WKHERULQJVZLWKVRPHYHU\LQWHOOLJHQWPHQ)?DQGUHPDLQHGKRSHIXO'HVSLWHWKLVE\2FWREHU
&ODULGJH UHSRUWHG WKDW KH KDG )‘VWRSSHG DOO IXUWKHU SURJUHVV)? DW 6SRIIRUWK ZKHUH ERULQJ
remained unsuccessful, and was trying to transport the equipment to the Topcliffe estate in 
the North Riding.665 However, it is likely that the mineral experiment ended later this year, as 
there is no further remaining correspondence or other documents on this matter in either 
archive. 
 
The Spofforth experiment may well have benefited William Smith more than it did Egremont. 
Smith charged two guineas a day plus expenses for mineral surveying, and made at least 
eight visits to Yorkshire from London.666 0RUHLPSRUWDQWO\DV6PLWK)?VQHSKHZ-RKQ3KLllips 
described, surveying provided the means and opportunity (at the site and travelling to it) to 
REVHUYH JHRORJLFDO VWUDWD ZKLFK HQKDQFHG 6PLWK)?V NQRZOHGJH DQG SURYLGHG GDWD IRU WKH
geological map that was to make him famous.667 However, Egremont also benefited from the 
VXUYH\RU)?VLGHDVDERXWODQGGUDLQDJHQHDUWKHULYHUDW6SRIIRUWKDQGDSURPLVHGJHRORJLFDO
map of the estate that may have been of value to wider improvements.668 The cost of the 
Spofforth coal survey, although significant, was less than the expensive drainage works on 
the Yorkshire estate during this period, and was much more economical than contemporary 
                                                 
665
 In February 1805, Claridge reported that preparation was taking place to remove the boring 
apparatus to Topcliffe, although it is uncertain whether this actually took place. WSRO, PHA, D22/15, 
Claridge to Egremont, 5 February 1805; 25 April 1805; 12 October 1805. 
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 +6 7RUUHQV µ6PLWK :LOOLDP -¶ Oxford DNB (Oxford, 2004); WSRO, PHA D22/15,   
PHA D22/18. 
667
 Phillips, Memoirs, p.55. 
668
 WSRO, PHA D22/18, Smith to Egremont, 6 April 1803 and PHA D22/15, Claridge to Egremont, 17 
April 1803; PHA D22/18, Report on the Discovery of Coals, May 1803. Smith published a geological 
map of Yorkshire in 1821. A.W. Skempton (ed.), A biographical dictionary of civil engineers, vol I, p. 
639.  
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coal trials in east Sussex.669 Furthermore, the Spofforth survey established beyond doubt 
that there was no profitable coal on this estate, a step beyond the 1798 survey which only 
considered that it was unlikely. 
 
 
9.6 Professional reputation 
Although Smith did not discover profitable coal deposits at Spofforth, his reputation for 
finding minerals in both likely and unlikely places was secured by successful trials and 
exploitation at Tarbock near Liverpool and at Hetton in Durham, among others.670 6PLWK)?V
persistence and his willingness to challenge scientific opinion established his reputation as 
one of the founders of modern geology. 
 
Nevertheless, the mineralogist Charles Greville (who was Vice President of the Royal 
Society from 1804) stated that he did not know William Smith.671 This insignificant comment 
goes some way to revealing the contested status of practical surveyors in this genteel 
science. While Smith was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society with the support of its 
president Joseph Banks in 1806, both Smith and John Farey were excluded from the 
formation of the Geological Society of London in 1807, which Farey referred to in 1822 as 
WKH)‘$QWL-6PLWKLDQ)?6PLWKWKHEDQNUXSWVRQRIDQ2[IRUGVKLUHEODFNVPLWKZDVQRWZHOFRPH
                                                 
669
 Between 1797 and 1812, Lord Egremont spent £26,000 on draining and fencing in Yorkshire. H.A. 
Wyndham, A family historyS+67RUUHQVµ&RDOKXQWLQJDW%H[KLOO-¶ 
670
 5&%RXGµ%ULWLVKJHRORJLFDOPDSV¶ 
671
 WSRO, PHA D22/18, Greville to Egremont, 10 July 1804 and n.d. [?July 1804]; P.J. Weindling, 
µ*HRORJLFDOFRQWURYHUV\DQGLWVKLVWRULRJUDSK\WKHSUHKLVWRU\RIWKH*HRORJLFDO6RFLHW\RI/RQGRQ¶LQ/
Jordanova and R. Porter (eds.), Images of the Earth. Essays in the history of the environmental 
sciences, 2nd edn. (London, British Society for the History of Science, 1997), p.260.. 
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LQ WKLV H[FOXVLYH GLQLQJ FOXE IRU OHLVXUHG JHQWOHPHQ (YHQ )DUH\)?V VRQ DQ HQJLQHHU ZDV
blackballed from the Geological Society, where trustworthiness was characterised, like 
elsewhere in society, by the disinterested gentleman.672 Charles Hatchett, himself merely a 
son of a coach-maker, fulfilled the role of amateur unpaid expert, in contrast to the 
professional mineral surveyor William Smith.673 It is clear that Smith)?V FRQWHPSRUDULHV
FRQVLGHUHGKLPWREHD)‘SUDFWLFDO)?VXUYH\RUUDWKHU WKDQPDQRIVFLHQFH,QZKDW LVVXUHO\D
reference to Smith and John Farey, Joseph Banks reported that:  
)‘We have now some Practical men well versed in Stratifications who undertake to 
examine the subterraneous geography of Gentlemens estates in order to discover 
WKH)RVVLOVOLNHO\WREHXVHIXOIRUIXHO)? )?674 
 
6PLWK)?VVNLOOVZHUHYDOXHGIRUWKHLUXWLOLW\WRJHQWOHPDQ)?VSRFNHWVDQGIRUWKHEHQHILWVWRWKH
community by providing fuel for households and for manufacturing, rather than for advancing 
scientific knowledge. Motives of wealth and intellectual curiosity, and a paternalist desire for 
community stability have been put forward to explain the expansion of the Fitzwilliam mineral 
enterprise in Yorkshire and may have been common reasons for aristocratic mineral 
H[SORLWDWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ (JUHPRQW)?V RZQ PLQHV LQ &XPEHUODQG DQG KLV <RUNVKLUH
                                                 
672
 +67RUUHQV µ3DWURQDJHDQGSUREOHPV¶53RUWHU µ*HQWOHPHQDQGJHRORJ\ WKHHPHUJHQFHRID
scientific career, 1660-¶The Historical Journal 21:4 (1978), 809-$2SKLUDQG66KDSLQµ7KH
SODFHRINQRZOHGJHDPHWKRGRORJLFDOVXUYH\¶Science in Context  4 (1991), 3-21. 
673
 D.C. Coleman, Gentlemen and Players, Economic History Review 26 (1973), 92-116; H.S. Torrens, 
µ1RWHV RQ µ7KH $PDWHXU¶ LQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI %ULWLVK JHRORJ\¶ 3URFHHGLQJV RI WKH *HRORJLVWV¶
Association 117 (2006), 1-8. 
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 Geneva Public Library, MS suppl. 367:33v, Joseph Banks to Faujas de St Fond, 7 February 1811. 
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experiment.675 The ethos of social improvement and utility of knowledge fitted the original 
motives of the Geological Society, the recently established Royal Institution (of which 
Egremont was a Vice President), the Royal Society of Arts and the Banksian ethos of the 
Royal Society with its emphasis on empirical science.676  
 
However, as Paul Weindling has argued, in both the Geological Society and the Royal 
Institution hopes for the application of science to social improvement encountered much 
opposition. In contrast, the Royal Society itself made a significant contribution to the 
development of geological science.677 Joseph Banks, Charles Greville and Charles Hatchett 
among others at the Royal Society all showed a genuine desire to apply science, and had 
excellent relations with mine owners, mineral surveyors and coal viewers. The contribution of 
such surveyors, as well as collectors of minerals (such as Hatchett and Greville) to the 
development of geology has only recently been reassessed by historians.678 
 
9.7 Professional status 
6PLWK)?VDPELJXRXVVRFLDOVWDWXVPD\ZHOOEHtypical of many in the developing professions. 
The geologist referred to himself as a surveyor and an engineer, two professions that were 
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 G. Mee, Aristocratic enterprise, pp. xi and 78. 
676
 As Morris Berman points out, Baconian and amateur conceptions of science were not mutually 
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becoming established, and distinguished from each other, by the early 1800s.679 Despite 
this, Smith could claim expertise in both professions due to his training as a land surveyor, 
and extensive engineering experience in drainage, inland navigation and mineral 
exploitation. Smith acted as an independent consultant to many of these projects, often 
several at a time, and mediated between client and practitioner in a professional manner that 
can be compared to the civil engineer John Smeaton (1724-1792) who had established a 
creditable profession on the model of more traditional ones, such as the law.680  
 
William Smith considered that the occupation of mineral surveyor wDV )‘WKH OHJLWLPDWH
RIIVSULQJ RI *HRORJ\)? DQG DV VXFK KDG D FRQWULEXWLRQ WR PDNH WR VFLHQWLILF NQRZOHGJH681 
+RZHYHU6PLWKKDGWRVKDUHWKLVSURIHVVLRQZLWKXQHGXFDWHG)‘SUDFWLFDOPHQ)?VXFKDV:LOOLDP
Walker and Jonathan and William Hill in this study, and had to find ways to distinguish 
himself from them. It was not until the mid nineteenth century, when concerns for safety and 
productivity increased that professional mining engineers replaced such local experts.682  
 
-RKQ3KLOOLSV)?PHPRLURI6PLWKGLVPLVVHGWhe guidance of so-FDOOHG)‘SUDFWLFDOPHQ)?LQIDYRXU
RI )‘SRVLWLYH IDFWV DQG UHDVRQDEOH DUJXPHQWV DGYDQFHGE\ )?PHQ RI VFLHQFH)뀌?683 Smith was 
even credited by the following generation as being such a man of science, as the engraving 
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DQG:LOOLDP:DONHU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)‘0HQ RI 6FLHQFH OLYLQJ LQ 07-)? shows. However, as we have seen, Joseph Banks 
FRQVLGHUHG6PLWKWREHD)‘SUDFWLFDO)?VXUYH\RU6FKRODUVKDYHDUJXHGWKDW6PLWKZDVUHODWLYHO\
unaware of geological advances on the Continent at this time, and developed both his ideas 
about strata and hiVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDOSUDFWLFHVLQLVRODWLRQWRWKHPDOWKRXJK6PLWK)?VHOHFWLRQ
to the Bath and West and later the Royal Society may have eroded this isolation.684 
1HYHUWKHOHVVDV3KLOOLSVVWDWHG )‘0U6PLWKZDVXWWHUO\XQDFTXDLQWHGZLWKERRNV WUHDWLQJRI
the nDWXUDOKLVWRU\RIWKHHDUWK)?DQG)‘KHKDGQRRWKHUWHDFKHUWKDQWKDWDFTXLUHGE\)?KDELWRI
REVHUYDWLRQ)?)뤌?685 :KLOH 6PLWK)?V ODFN RI HGXFDWLRQ SURYLGHG LQWHOOHFWXDO LQGHSHQGHQFH LW
KLQGHUHGHIIHFWLYHWKHRULVLQJ1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHJHRORJLVW)?VJUHDWDFKLHYHPHQW lay in tracing 
the order of English strata (both vertically and geographically) more completely than any 
other contemporary. The maps produced both by him and the Geological Society went some 
way in undermining the geological ignorance of landowners who might imagine themselves 
mineral magnates.  
 
9.8 Conclusions 
Experts such as William Smith were employed through networks of patronage. An 
established scientific network was clearly that of the Royal Society, which functioned as a 
)‘FOHDULQJ-KRXVH)? IRU QDWXUal knowledge and a review body for scientific reports during the 
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eighteenth century.686 In this study, the Society, and in particular its president Sir Joseph 
Banks provided a source for recommended expertise (both amateur and professional), as 
well as offering a means of introduction for those requiring, and those dispensing (if not 
actually selling) scientific knowledge.  
 
As significant to this study were key personalities involved with the Board of Agriculture, and 
the social circuit associated with agricultural shows at Woburn and elsewhere. Published 
texts by professionals, the management schemes of proximate estates, and the passing of 
recommendations between aristocrats were also important methods of securing 
employment. For example, the Duchess of Devonshire (1757-1806) recommended experts 
LQ'HUE\VKLUHJHRORJ\WR-RVHSK%DQNVLQZKLOH/RUG3ROZDUWKKXVEDQGRI(JUHPRQW)?V
half-sister, wrote to the Earl to recommend a Newcastle mineral viewer and discuss the 
appointment of a steward.687 Professional recommendations echoed aristocratic 
correspondence, despite being in competition for patronage. William Smith supported the Hill 
IDPLO\DVUHOLDEOHPLQHUDOVXUYH\RUVDQGRIIHUHGWRUHFRPPHQG5LFKDUG7UHYLWKLFN)?VHQJLQH
to future employers. Aristocratic patronage was not limited to estate management. John 
Tripp, vicar of Spofforth, was a member of a Petworth family patronised by the Egremonts for 
generations.  
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 +67RUUHQV µ3DWURQDJHDQGSUREOHPV¶S WSRO, PHA 54, Letter from Hugh Scott, 6th Lord 
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With the Spofforth experiment, the agent John Claridge corresponded with Egremont 
directly, instead of through the more usual channels of the Petworth agent. In this particular 
case, then, networks of patronage and the transfer of knowledge were made between 
London and Yorkshire, rather than via the home estate at Petworth. Egremont met Claridge 
and William Smith a number of times in London. He also visited Charles Hatchett at his 
laboratory to discuss the experiment in person. It is clear even from this brief study, then, 
that Egremont was a conscientious landowner in Yorkshire, despite being an absentee.  
 
From the late eighteenth century, the Egremont estate was managed from Petworth, where 
FRQWHPSRUDU\ DXWKRUV UHFRUGHG WKH WKLUG (DUO)?V SDVVLRQ IRU DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW
However, attempts at improvement can be seen more widely on the estates in Yorkshire and 
&XPEHUODQG ZKHUH )‘SURIHVVLRQDO)? HVWDWH PDQDJHUV PLQHUDO QG ODQG VXUYH\RUV ZHUH
employed to improve estate income, and to a lesser extent, improve conditions for tenants.  
These men brought with them ideas, technology and expertise, and abstracted capital (often 
in considerable amounts) from their employer for land drainage, canal schemes, estate 
rationalisation, mineral speculation and many other activities.  
 
Such experts had a significant role in the transfer of ideas from recognised sites of 
excellence such as Petworth and London to more dispersed estates. Interest in these 
)‘DEVHQWHH)? HVWDWHV DOVR EURXJKW WUDQVIHUV RI HVWDWHZRUNHUV IRU H[DPSOH WKH 3HWZRUWK
surveyor John Upton and agent William Tyler visited Yorkshire), as well as the transfer of 
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goods including seeds, stud animals, and in the case of William Smith, geological samples. 
The independence of Nathaniel Kent and John Claridge, the professional consultancy of 
William Smith, William Jessop, and John Smeaton among others on these estates, is 
suggestive of the influence of these early professionals.  
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CHAPTER TEN:  
CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
10.1 Improvement and estate landscapes 
This thesis has considered the management and improvement of the Egremont estates, 
owned by the third Earl of Egremont between 1763 and 1837, and then by his son Colonel 
George Wyndham (later Lord Leconfield) until 1869. The study has revealed some of the 
YDULHGDQGFKDQJLQJFXOWXUHVRI )‘LPSURYHPHQW)?RQ%ULWLVKHVWDWH ODQGVFDSHVGXULQJ WKH ODWH
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In particular, it has examined the professional networks 
of those rural professionals who actually implemented these landscape changes, rather than 
their more renowned employers. This is in contrast to studies that have tended to focus on 
the DGYDQFHVRIDQ)‘LPSURYLQJ)?HVWDWHRZQHU, although historians have also considered the 
role of yeoman farmers and smaller landowners in agricultural improvement.688 The thesis 
FRQWULEXWHV WR GHEDWHV UHJDUGLQJ WKH QDWXUH RI )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? LQ WKLV SHULRG DQG PRst 
particularly, to understandings of the developing rural professions and to scholarship 
regarding professionalisation.689  
 
For the Petworth estate, especially, this is an important shift of attention away from the 
charismatic third Earl towards members of the developing professions, such as the agents, 
                                                 
688
 6HH IRU H[DPSOH 6 )DUUDQW µ-RKQ (OOPDQ RI *O\QGH LQ 6XVVH[¶ Agricultural History Review 26 
(1978), 77-88. 
689
 '%URZQµ5HDVVHVVLQJWKHLQIOXHQFHRIWKHDULVWRFUDWLFLPSURYHUWKHH[DPSOHRI the fifth Duke of 
Bedford (1765-¶Agricultural History Review 47, II (1999), 182-195. 
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DJULFXOWXUDO ZULWHUV VXUYH\RUV DQG HQJLQHHUV ZKR UHFHLYHG WKH (DUO)?V SDWURQDJH 7KH
Petworth House Archives, and the multiple other archives used in this study, are a rich 
source of their correspondence, maps and published reports; this documentation of hitherto 
neglected schemes of land improvement on the Egremont estates in Sussex, Yorkshire and 
Australia is based on these sources.  
 
10.2 Landscape and cultural geography 
This thesis has interpreted key epLVRGHVLQWKHDUFKLYHXWLOLVLQJD)‘ODQGVFDSH)?DSSURDFK$Q
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI )‘ODQGVFDSH)? DV D FXOWXUDO LPDJH ZKLF FDQ KDYH VLPXOWDQHRXV YDULDQW
readings, and yet which is historically specific and bound into class relations, is useful for 
interpreting estate archives because it recognises that there is an explicit politics of 
representation.690 7KHDULVWRFUDWLFODQGRZQHU)?V)‘JD]H)?SURPSWHGYDVWDHVWK WLFDQGHFRQRPLF
changes to these diverse estate landscapes. These changes, such as the drainage in East 
Yorkshire examined in this study, impacted upon the lives of those least able to determine 
WKH FRXUVH RI DJULFXOWXUDO )‘LPSURYHPHQW)? $V $OXQ +RZNLQV KDV VXJJHVWHG WKH SLFWXUHV E\
-0:7XUQHURI3HWZRUWK3DUN)‘ERWKUHIOHFWDQGFRQFHDOFKDQJHVLQ(QJOLVKUXUDOsociety in 
the years in which it was painted, by representing an ideal and harmonised social order and 
                                                 
690
 S. Daniels and D. Cosgrove, The iconography of landscape (Cambridge, 1988); G. Rose, 
Femininsm and geography &DPEULGJH66H\PRXUµ+LVWRULFDOJHRJUDSKLHVRIODQGVFDSH¶LQ%
Graham and C. Nash, eds. Modern historical geographies (Harlow, 2000), pp. 193-215. 
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FHOHEUDWLQJ DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW)?691 Taking a symbolic or iconographic approach to 
landscape in interpretations of the Egremont estates has enabled an understanding of the 
contention entailed by these changes.  
 
+RZHYHU QHZ FXOWXUDO JHRJUDSK\)?V HQJDJHPHQW ZLWK ODQGVFDSH KDV EHHQ FULWLFLVHG DV
reinforcing the systems of power that it reveals. A )‘more-than-UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO)? DSSURDFK
recognises the value of both representation, and non-representational theory.692 Despite 
acknowledging that the concept of performance is an appropriate one for understanding 
cultures of improvement, the author, like all historical geographers has been confronted with 
the absence of performance and practice (or at least their partiality) in the archive.693 Despite 
this, the VWXG\ KDV H[DPLQHG NH\ )‘LPSURYHPHQW VWRULHV)? IURP WKH DUFKLYH LQIOXHQFHG E\
theoretical approaches to telling stories and life-histories in historical geography.694  
 
Landscape has also provided a geographical framework for interpreting both estate 
improvement, and the relationships of the people involved. The Egremont estate was 
dispersed over five English counties including Sussex, Yorkshire, Cumberland, Somerset 
                                                 
691
 A. Howkins, µ-0:7XUQHUDW3HWZRUWKDJULFXOWXUDOLPSURYHPHQWDQGWKHSROLWLFVRIODQGVFDSH¶LQ
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and Devon, as well as Ireland and, from the mid nineteenth century, Australia. Previously, 
DJULFXOWXUDO KLVWRULDQV KDYH WHQGHG WR OLPLW WKHLU DQDO\VLV WR )‘KRPH)? HVWDWHV DQG KDYH QRW
examined the role of agricultural improvers (and the experts employed by them) on their 
)‘DEVHQWHH)? HVWDWHV HLWKHU LQ %ULWDLQ RU WKH FRORQLHV 7KLV WKHVLV KDV DWWHPSWHG WR LQ SDUW
UHGUHVVWKLVEDODQFH,WKDVXWLOLVHGWKHFRQFHSWRIDQ)‘HVWDWHODQGVFDSH)?WRGUDZWRJHWKHUWKH
dispersed Egremont estates in order to better understand the management structures of 
these estates, and how they relate to the home estate at Petworth.  
 
10.3 Geography and absentee estates 
6HOHFWHG DUFKLYDO )‘VWRULHV)? RU HSLVRGHV RI LPSURYHPHQW KDYH EHHQ WKH IRFXV RI SDUWLFXODU
chapters in the thesis and have been a means to unravel the complex connections between: 
the different estate units; the relationships between the various people that influenced these 
landscapes, and, crucially; the difficulties inherent in managing such a dispersed patrimony. 
It is FOHDUWKHQWKDW)‘JHRJUDSK\PDWWHUV)?ZKHQFRQVLGHULQJHVWDWHLPSURYHPHQWVFKHPHV 
 
,PSURYHPHQW VFKHPHV RQ WKH (JUHPRQW )‘DEVHQWHH)? HVWDWHV LQ <RUNVKLUH DQG $XVWUDOLD
examined in the thesis can be compared to those more publicised changes at Petworth. Due 
to the distance involved and the consequently greater level of autonomy, the role of 
improvement professionals at external sites may well have been more significant than that 
experienced on home estates. However, our understanding of improvements on absentee 
 262 
estates may be skewed by the greater quantity and detail in correspondence and the 
absence of verbal communication that would have been significant between professionals 
and their resident employers on home estates such as Petworth.  
 
The difficulties oIPDQDJLQJDEVHQWHHHVWDWHVPD\EHXQGHUVWRRG LQ WHUPVRI*%ODLQH\)?V
SKUDVH WKH )‘W\UDQQ\ RI GLVWDQFH)?695 3DUWLFXODUO\ E\ LWV VWXG\ RQ &RORQHO :\QGKDP)?V ODQG
speculation in Australia, but also by its examination of the work of William Smith in Yorkshire, 
and of the Beverley and Barmston drainage, the thesis has provided case studies in the 
GLIILFXOWLHVIDFLQJ(JUHPRQWDQGKLVKHLUDVDEVHQWHHODQGRZQHUVDOEHLWLQ(JUHPRQW)?VFDVH
an atypical and highly engaged one.  
 
This study is necessarily limited geographically, and focuses on key episodes in estate 
improvement in Sussex and Yorkshire, with the additional comparison with Australia.  A 
PRUHH[KDXVWLYHORRNDWWKH&XPEHUODQGHVWDWHVWRJHWKHUZLWKWKH,ULVK)‘LPSURYHPHQWV)?DQG
in particular the role of the Cumbrian and Irish land agents would make a fascinating 
extension to this thesis, as would further research on the Orchard Wyndham estates in 
Somerset and Devon. 
 
                                                 
695
 G. Blainey, 7KHW\UDQQ\RIGLVWDQFH+RZGLVWDQFHVKDSHG$XVWUDOLD¶VKLVWRU\ (Melbourne, 1968). 
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10.4 Archives and stories of estate improvement 
The Petworth House Archive is a vast yet comparatively underused source, remarkable for 
both its extent and survival. As such, the first aim of the thesis was the documentation for the 
first time of a number of highly significant and large-scale projects of land improvement on 
the Egremont estates, most of which have been comparatively neglected in the historical 
OLWHUDWXUH WRGDWH6RPHVXFKDV:LOOLDP6PLWK)?VZRUN LQPLQHUDO SURVSHFWLQJKDYH WR WKH
best of my knowledge never been investigated before. Others, such as the Beverley and 
Barmston drainage scheme have been touched upon by other scholars, but not using the 
material in the Petworth archives, or from the point of view of the Egremont estates as a 
whole.  
 
The study has used multiple archives to trace stories of improvement that do not rely on a 
VLQJOH HOLWH DUFKLYDO VRXUFH (SLVRGHV RI )‘IDLOXUH)? LQ HVWDWH LPSURYHPHQW KDYH DOVR EHHQ
particularly revealing in this study. As Hugh Torrens has argued, a great many mineral 
speculations remained unchronicled due to their expensive and embarrassing lack of 
success.696 :LOOLDP 6PLWK)?V SURVSHFWLQJ DW 6SRIIRUWK ZDV RQH RI PDQ\ VXFK XQVXFFHVVIXO
coal speculations in the early nineteenth century. The survival of this record of failure, then, 
is in itself a valuable corrective in more than one existing aspect of the historiography: in the 
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 +67RUUHQVµ&RDOKXQWLQJDW%H[KLOO-1811: how the new science of strDWLJUDSK\ZDVLJQRUHG¶
Sussex Archaeological Collections, 136 (1998), 177-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WKH %DWK DUHD LQ WKH ODVW KDOI RI WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\¶ LQ /- -RUGDQRYD DQG 56 3RUWHU 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
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-)DUH\ µ&RDO¶ LQ$5HHV HG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record of early mineral surveying; in interpretations of the influence of social networks such 
as the Royal Society on the professionalisation of geology; and of the role of aristocratic 
landowners in the development of miQLQJ7KHFRPSHWHQFHRI6PLWK)?VJHRORJLFDOGLDJUDPV
drawn fifteen years before these practices became common to most British geologists, are 
evidence of his significant contribution to this science.  
 
7KHIDLOXUHRI&RORQHO:\QGKDP)?V$XVWUDOLDQVSHFXODWLRn, and the vast correspondence it as 
DUHVXOWSURGXFHGRIIHUHGDQRWKHURSSRUWXQLW\WRH[DPLQH)‘ZKDWZHQWZURQJ)?7KLVVWXG\KDV
highlighted the unsuitability of the Ayliffes as emigrant settlers, and of Frederick Mitchell as 
agent; as well as the insufficient capital provision for the scheme. Combined with this were 
poor and delayed communication and an inadequate understanding of pioneer settlement, 
climate and land quality by both landowner and agent. As suggested, there were also 
additional reasons for the failure connected with the particular location in Australia and the 
sheer distances involved between the home estate at Petworth and the speculation.697 
 
10.5 The archives and their limitations 
Some estate documents proved particularly valuable for interpreting changing estate 
ODQGVFDSHV 7KLV LV WUXH IRU -DPHV &URZ)?V  VXUYH\ RI WKH 3HWZRUWK HVWDWH DQG .HQW
&ODULGJHDQG3HDUFH)?VVXUYH\ LQ<RUNVKLUH7KHVHPDSV WRJHWKHUZLWK WKHLU OLWHUDWXUH
regarding tenants, farm size and rent, have been used in this study to examine the limited 
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 G. Blainey, The tyranny of distance. How disWDQFHVKDSHG$XVWUDOLD¶VKLVWRU\ (Melbourne, 1968). 
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extent of landscape change at Petworth, and the impact of the more considerable changes in 
<RUNVKLUH 7KH PRVW UHYHDOLQJ RI HVWDWH GRFXPHQWV KRZHYHU PXVW EH WKH DJHQWV)?
correspondence, at Petworth, in Cumberland, and in the William Smith archive in Oxford. It is 
WKLV FRUUHVSRQGHQFH WKDW KDV SURYLGHG WKH ZHDOWK RI )‘LPSURYHPHQW VWRULHV)? RU HSLVRGHV
documented in this study, which have been complemented by the printed reports of John 
Claridge, William Chapman, John Smeaton, Arthur Young and his son. The study of these 
SDUWLFXODU )‘DJHQWV)? DQG WKH UHODWLRQVKLSV EHWZHHQ WKHP KDV DGGHG VLJQLILFDQWO\ WR RXU
understanding of estate management and improvement on the Egremont estates, and is a 
case study to draw wider conclusions regarding the professionalisation of estate 
management in the early nineteenth century. 
 
+RZHYHU LW PXVW EH DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW WKHUH DUH QRWDEOH )‘VLOHQFHV)? LQ WKH HVWDWH DUFKLYH
Surviving sources describe only a fraction of what took place, and reflect the attitudes of 
those (usually) men who constructed them. In the case of the Australian speculation, the 
VXUYLYLQJ3HWZRUWKGRFXPHQWVUHIOHFW&RORQHO:\QGKDP)?VLQWHUHVWLQKLVGLVWDQWUHODWLYHVWKH
Ayliffes, who cannot, therefore, be seen as representative assisted emigrants. Assisted 
emigration did take place from both England and Ireland to Australia, although the exact 
number of emigrants is unknown. A figure of 300 was mentioned in 1841 and subsequent 
references suggest at least double this total.698 The fact that these emigrants remain 
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anonymous and even uncounted suggests that this scheme was less systematic than the 
previous emigrations to Canada.699 
 
10.6 Patterns of estate management  
The thesis has examined the relationships between Egremont and the various agents (in the 
widest sense) who acted on his behalf. Each of the estates operated with a different 
FRQILJXUDWLRQ RI DJHQWV ,Q UHODWLRQ WR WKH %HYHUOH\ DQG %DUPVWRQ GUDLQDJH (JUHPRQW)?V
interests were at various times represented by the land agency firm of Kent, Claridge and 
Pearce; by the engineer for the whole project William Chapman, and by the journalist and 
commentator Arthur Young. At Spofforth, Egremont again made use of John Claridge, but 
also the independent mineral engineer William Smith. The home estate at Petworth was 
overseen by two successive agents working for Egremont (William Tyler and James Upton 
Tripp), who were also solicitors in their own right. In yet another permutation, on the 
Yorkshire estates, Kent, Claridge and Pearce (who managed multiple estates) were 
managed themselves at a distance by the Petworth agents, introducing a further layer 
between Egremont and his lands. These diverse patterns of estate management and 
hierarchies of agents on a single large estate have demonstrated the complexity of estate 
management during the early nineteenth century. 
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Working through the extensive correspondence of the William Smith archive and its 
counterparts in the Petworth and Leconfield archives has further provided understandings of 
the hierarchy of estate management in the West Riding, where Egremont, his Yorkshire and 
Petworth land agents, and William Smith were all frequently, if not entirely absent from this 
site of the speculation. In the absence of such men, local residents such as Thomas 
Wheelhouse and the Reverend Dr Tripp were valuable. So too, were those people employed 
by the agents Kent, Claridge and Pearce, and by William Smith himself to oversee activities 
in their absence. In the East Riding of Yorkshire, the progress of the Beverley and Barmston 
drainage was reported to John Claridge by local landowners; while a published report by 
Arthur Young on the benefits of drainage to the area (following a visit requested by 
Egremont) may well have been influential on the progress of the drainage bill. The scheme 
ZDVFRPSOLFDWHGE\WKHPXOWLSOHDJHQWVDFWLQJRQ(JUHPRQW)?VEHKDOIWKHILUP.HQW&ODULGJH
DQG 3HDUFH DFWLQJ VROHO\ DV (JUHPRQW)?V DJHQW WKH MRXUQDOLVW DQG FRPPHQWDWRU $UWKXU
Young, as well as the engineer William Chapman, whose loyalties were divided between 
multiple landowners. The relationships between these various landowners were also 
complex and in need of careful management.   
 
Four simplified patterns of estate management which were identified by T.H.S. Escott in 1879 
offer a way to navigate this complex picture.700 On the first type of estate, the chief agent was 
LQVROHFRQWURORIDJHRJUDSKLFDOO\FRQFHQWUDWHGHVWDWHVXFKDVWKH'XNHRI&OHYHODQG)?V,Q
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 T.H.S. Escott, England: Its People, Polity and Pursuits, vol. 1 (London, 1879), pp.55-70. 
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the second model, the chief agent managed an estate assisted by regional managers 
VXERUGLQDWH WR KLP VXFK DV WKH 'XNH RI 1RUWKXPEHUODQG)?V HVWDWH ,Q WKH WKLUG FR-equal 
agents managed dispersed estates, reporting only to the landowner who acted as co-
ordinator of estate management (the Duke of Devonshire). For the fourth model, Escott 
identified agents who managed several (usually smaller) estates.  
 
TABLE 2:   FOUR MODELS OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT701 
 
(1)   AGENT IN SOLE CONTROL OF SINGLE ESTATE 
 
 
(2)   CHIEF AGENT SUPERINTENDS      -------  CO-EQUAL REGIONAL MANAGER 
                                                                       -------  CO-EQUAL REGIONAL MANAGER 
 
 
(3)   LANDOWNER CO-ORDINATES        -------  DISPERSED AGENT 
                                                                        -------  DISPERSED AGENT 
 
     
(4) AGENT IN CONTROL OF SEVERAL ESTATES 
 
 
 
The Egremont estate in this study could be identified in part by the last three of these models.  
Model two appears most fitting, as the Petworth agent William Tyler had a supervisory role 
over the wider estate and its agents, although these agents were not co-equal; Kent, Claridge 
and Pearce had considerably more autonomy than the Cumberland or Irish agents, for 
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H[DPSOH7KHWKLUGPRGHOKRZHYHUUHFRJQLVHV(JUHPRQW)?VUROHDVRYHUVHHUDQGHQWKXVLDVW
although would perhaps overstate his role in estate management. The fourth model describes 
the position that Kent, Claridge and Pearce, and later the firm Cluttons who managed the 
northern estate, held; managing several estates, in addition to Egremont land in Yorkshire. 
 
10.7 Land Agents and Professionalisation 
Chapter seven in addition makes a specific contribution to ongoing debates about the 
formation of the professions in eighteenth and nineteenth-century England. It suggests that 
the role of the Petworth land agents in agricultural improvement was not a practical one, but 
was limited to the financial, legal and political aspects of improvement.  Despite 
contemporary commentary that stressed the importance of applied agricultural expertise, 
legal agents remained more influential than has been supposed, even on estates renowned 
IRU DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHPHQW VXFK DV (JUHPRQW)?V DW 3HWZRUWK 7KH EHODWHG
professionalisation of the Petworth agents and the significant differences in their roles when 
compared with a land agency firm such as Kent, Claridge and Pearce suggests that estate 
management was therefore far more diverse than has been previously suggested. 
 
Kent, Claridge and Pearce provide a useful contrast to the Petworth agents due to their 
different professional status. This business was simultaneously engaged by several clients to 
manage and improve multiple estates, and demonstrated a systematic and commercial 
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approach to estate management and an active involvement in agricultural improvement.702 
For both G.E. Mingay and Barbara English, a move away from resident agents to firms such 
as this one was a sign of the professionalisation of estate management.703 Kent, Claridge and 
Pearce held an independent position that further enabled them to view their role as one with 
responsibility to tenants as well as employers.704 In contrast, the Petworth agents remained 
reliant on their sole employer, with little autonomy or liberty over estate management and 
improvements. Despite the criticisms of agricultural commentators, the employment of 
lawyer-stewards did not decline until the 1870s, by which time the increasing complexity of 
agricultural processes and economic management during financial scarcity led to their being 
replaced by practical men with agricultural training, such as those from the Royal Agricultural 
College established in 1845.705  
 
This thesis has attempted to add some clarity to the language of estate management, where 
terms such as steward and agent are often used interchangeably (by historians, and in the 
estate archive). John Beckett has argued that professionalisation was symbolised by the 
emergence of land agents in the place of stewards in the early nineteenth century.706 
6LPLODUO\'DYLG6SULQJKDVVXJJHVWHGWKDWWKHUHSODFHPHQWRIWKHWHUP)‘VWHZDUG)?ZLWK)‘DJHQW)?
FRXOGEHVHHQDV )‘DVLJQ RI WKH ODQG DJHQW)?V JURZLQJVHOI-consciousness, of his attempt to 
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PDNH DQ RFFXSDWLRQ LQWR D SURIHVVLRQ)?707 However, both James Upton Tripp and William 
7\OHU FRQWLQXHG WR XVH WKH WHUP )‘VWHZDUG)? DOWKRXJK DV LW KDV EHHQ DUJXHG WKH Werm legal 
agent more appropriately describes their work. Tripp, Tyler and their successor Murray were 
VROLFLWRUV PDNLQJ LW KDUG WR DUJXH WKDW WKH DJHQWV HVWDEOLVKHG D )‘SURIHVVLRQ)? LQ HVWDWH
PDQDJHPHQW 1HYHUWKHOHVV 7\OHU)?V LQFUHDVHG FRPSHWHQFHUHVSRQVLEility and salary 
suggests that the early stages of professionalisation may have been taking place.  
 
 
10.8 $JHQWVQHWZRUNVDQGWKHFLUFXODWLRQRI)‘LPSURYLQJ)?LGHDVDQGSUDFWLFH 
This thesis has therefore documented a number of important matters for the first time, in 
particular the detailed work of the middle layer of personnel involved in estate management 
and improvement. Together with work on the professionalisation of land agents, the thesis 
KDVFRQVLGHUHG(JUHPRQW)?VSDWURQDJHRIVXUYH\RUVHQJLQHUVDnd agricultural advisors and 
has attempted to identify any potential development amongst land agents that might be 
FRQVLGHUHG)‘SURIHVVLRQDOLVDWLRQ)?GXULQJWKHLUHPSOR\PHQWRQWKH(JUHPRQWHVWDWHV 
 
This research has contributed to debates regarding the mobility of rural professionals, the 
circulation of knowledge and networks of patronage in the developing fields of land agency, 
surveying, engineering and geology. It has been influenced by research on networks that 
has emphasised the links and flows between sites of exchange (Actor Network Theory), and 
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by the movement of individuals described in &DVWHOO)?Vspace of flows.708 A network approach 
to estate management, like the concept of landscape, has helped to avoid a static 
interpretation of the dispersed Egremont estates. Improvement networks have been put in 
motion in this thesis by the interpretation of key episodes and the correspondence networks 
of the individuals involved.  
 
Chapter nine has made a contribution to scholarship on networks of patronage in the 
developing science of geology during the early nineteenth century. Experts such as William 
Smith were employed through networks of patronage. One established scientific network 
ZDV FOHDUO\ WKDW RI WKH 5R\DO 6RFLHW\ ZKLFK IXQFWLRQHG DV D )‘FOHDULQJ-house)? IRU QDWXUDO
science and a review body for scientific reports during the eighteenth century.709 Equally as 
significant to this study are key personalities involved with the Board of Agriculture, and the 
social circuit associated with agricultural shows at Woburn and elsewhere. The publication of 
texts by professionals; involvement in the management of proximate estates, and the 
passing of recommendations between aristocrats were also important methods of securing 
employment.  
 
The movement of professionals involved in estate improvement around Britain, Ireland and 
Australia in this study produced distinct networks of knowledge circulation. These men 
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brought with them ideas, technology and expertise, and had a significant role in the transfer 
of ideas from recognised sites of excellence such as Petworth and London to more 
GLVSHUVHG HVWDWHV ,QWHUHVW LQ WKHVH )‘DEVHQWHH)? HVWDWHV DOVR EURXJKW WUDQVIHUV RI HVWDWH
workers, VXFKDV7KRPDV%URZQHDQG-0%U\GRQH)?VVXUYH\LQJ LQ,UHODQG as well as the 
transfer of goods including seeds and stud animals (to Yorkshire, and also to Australia), and 
in the case of William Smith, geological samples.  
 
10.9 The third Earl of Egremont as an agricultural improver 
Previously, Egremont has received some biographical attention, but this has concentrated to 
a great extent on his patronage of the arts, and in particular his relationship with J.M.W. 
7XUQHU7KLVWKHVLVKDVH[DPLQHG(JUHPRQW)?VSDWURQDJHRILPSURYHPHQWSURIHVVLRQDOVand 
has suggested that Petworth, overseen by Egremont, was a key site in the experimentation 
and dispersal of agricultural knowledge. As such this conclusion must briefly consider 
(JUHPRQW)?V UROH DV DQ DJULFXOWXUDO LPSURYHU $V VXJJHVWHG WKH LQIOXHQFH RI DULVWRFUDWLF
improvers such as Egremont and the fifth Duke of Bedford has been subject to 
historiographic debate. Contemporary writers and historians such as Lord Ernle celebrated 
such men as setting a fashion for improvement. More recent scholars such as John Beckett 
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have sought to downplay aristocratic influence, asserting that credit for agricultural 
innovation should fall on lesser landowners, their stewards and tenant farmers.710  
 
Egremont himself emerges from the archive as neither a hands-on agricultural improver nor 
as an uninterested and neglectful absentee. Instead, I suggest, he acted as co-ordinator and 
as a spotter of talent (an impresario, perhaps) amongst the men engaged to act on his 
behalf, the middle layer of developing rural professionals including agents, surveyors, and 
engineers. His social position allowed him also to act as a conduit for ideas, from bodies 
such as the Royal Society and the Board of Agriculture, and from men such as Sir Joseph 
Banks and Arthur Young. If the literature to date has concentrated on Egremont as patron of 
art, he emerges from this thesis as a patron of improvement. 
 
10.  Further research 
The study of the professionalisation of estate management and improvement during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth century on multiple landed estates would make a fascinating 
extension to this study, and would complement '5+DLQVZRUWK)?Vseminal work on stewards 
in Stuart England. 711 This study would include archival research directed by the extensive 
work of land agency firms Kent, Claridge and Pearce and Cluttons, as well as influential 
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surveyors and engineers such as William Jessop and John Smeaton. In the study of multiple 
estates, it would not, however, neglect the more minor figures mentioned only in estate 
documents. Key to this study would be contributions to the history of science, surveying and 
engineering:  an examination of estate enclosure, drainage, bridge and railway construction, 
and in particular, the development of mining on landed estates. The influence of aristocratic 
patrons, and of the developing scientific institutions such as the Royal Institution and the 
Royal Society of Arts would also be examined. A study of individuals, such as William Tyler, 
John Claridge and William Smith in this thesis, KDVXQFRYHUHG)‘VWRULHV)?RIGHEWVSDWURQDJH
duty, service, autonomy, aQG WKH VHDUFK IRU )‘VWDWXV)? DV JHQWOHPHQ DQG DV SURIHVVLRQDOV
Further research, I hope, will reveal much more fascinating material. 
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